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25 THE 


| POETICAL WORKS 


GEOFFREY CHAUCER. 


VOL. IV. 
CON TAINING HIS 


CANTERBURY TALES, viz. 


THE FRANKELEINES TALE, | THE PRIORESSES TALE, 
THE DOCTOURES TALE, THE RIME OF SIRE THOPAY, 
THE PARDONERES TALE, - THE TALE OF MEL1IBEUS, 
THE SHIPMANNES TALE, # THE MONKES TALE, 

Sc. Sc. Tc. 


—— D ñ . —...:.—.....  —  — — — 
But natheles certain 
Jean right now no thrifty Tale ſain, 
But CHAUCER, (though he can but lewedly 
On metres and on riming craftily ) 
Hath ſayd hem in ſwiche Engliſh as he can * 
Of olde time, as knoweth many a man; 
And if he have not ſayd hem, leve brother, 
In o book, he bath fayd bem in another 
Wo ſa that wol bis large Volume ſeke. TALES, wer. 4465. 
Dan CHAUCER, well of Engliſh undefil'd, 
On Fame's eternal bead-roll worthy to be dq 
Old Dan Geffreyyin whoſe gent le ſpright | 
The pure well- head of poetry.did dwell... - 
He whilft he lived was the ſovexalgne head | 
Of ſhepherds all S8PENSER. 
Old CHA UCER, like the morning ſtar, 
To us diſcovers day from far; 
His light thoſe miſts and clouds diffoly'd = 
Which our dark nation long in vol vd; 
But he deſcending to the ſhades 
Darkneſs again the age invades. DENHAM. 
CHAUCER, bim who fir with harmony inform'd 
The language of our fathers-...His legsnds blithe 
He ſang of love or knighthood, or the wiles 
Of homely life, thro each eflate and age 
The faſhions and the follies of the world 
With cunning hand portraying----- 
Him who in times b 
Dark and untautht began with charming verſe | 
To tame the rudeneſs of his native land. AKENSIDE, 


EDINBURG: 


AT THE Apollo Preſs, zy Tae MARTINS, 
a Anno 1 782. 
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Is faith, Squier; thou haſt thee web qui, 20985 | 


And gentilly: Tpreiſe wel thy Wii 
Quod the Frankelein: Couſidering thin eue. 

80 felingly thou ſpekeſt; Sire? I alone 1 

As to my dome ther is non that Oy 

Of eloquence that ſhal be thy pere 009 
If that thou live: Godyeve thee — 
And in vertue ſend thee continuance, 

For of thy ſpeking I have gretrdeintee; 

I have a ſone, and by the Trin ite 10994 
It were me lever.than rwenty pound worth _ 
Though it right now were fallen MOREY 

He were a man of ſwiche ene 

As that ye ben. Fic on poſſeſſiom 

But if a man be vertuous withal !. |: Td 

I have my ſone ſnibbed and yet ſhal, © - TICcO 
For he to vertueliſterh not to entend, 

But for to play ar nd to difpend, * 

. 10985. In faith, Squier} The authorities for oiving this 
Prologue to The Frankelein, and for placing his Tate next to 
The Squieres, are mif. A AF. 1. 2, HA: Bod. u. y. In ml. C. 1, 


there is a blank of near two pages at the end of The Squieres 
Tale, but TheFrankelein's Tale follows, beginning at ver. 2066. 


This arrangement is alſo ſupported dy ed. Ca. 2, For the reſt 
fee the Diſcourſe, wn . Wel 
A ii 
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6 Tur FRANKELEINES FOE . 


pot bop an ee ee eee 
Than to commune with any gentil wight | T1005 
Ther he might leren gentilleſſe aright. 

Stra for your gentilleſſe! quod our Hoſte. 
What ? Frankelein, parde, Sire, wel thou woſt 
That eche of you mote tellen at the leſt L 
A Tale or two, or breken his beheſt. 11010 
That know | wel, Sire, quod the Frankelein : | 
I pray you haveth me not.in diſdein 
Though I to this man ſpeke a word or two. 

Tell on thy Tale withouten wordes mo. | 

Gladly, Sire Hoſte, quod he, I wol obey 11015 
Unto your will: now herkeneth what I ſey: | 
I wot you not contrarien in no wiſe, - 7 
As fer as that my wittes may ſuffice. 

I pray to God that it may pleſen you, 
Than wot I wel that it is good ynoW. 11020 

Thiſe olde gentil Bretons in hir dayes 
Of diverſe aventures maden layes 

. 

F. 11021. Thiſe olde gentil Breton] ore colefllon ot Britiſh 
lays by Marie ſomething has been ſaid in the Diſcourſe, &c. 
n. 24. 1 will here only quote a few paſſages from that ccllec- 
tion, to thew how exactly Chaucer and the agree in their man- 


ner of ſpeaking of the Armorican bards, The lay of ae 
cludes thus, mſ. Harl. 978, fol. 181; 0 


De Varenture de ces treis ; | 

Li auntien Bretun curteis 8 

Firent li lai pur remembrer, | 
Qe hum nel deuſt pas oblicr, 


- 


3 "A I 8 , a 2 85 
rar FRANKELEINES PROLOGUE, © F 
Rimeyed in hir firſte Breton tonge, 
Which layes eee ee 
Or elles redden hem for hir pleſance, wh a ne 
e n b 42; n 
ee eee eee 1 een 
Dei ceſi cunte, ke ol avez: 

Fu Guiguemar le lai trovez, 


Chum fait en barpe e en rote OS 
Dont eft a oir la note, 29 bir: 


The lay of Chevrefoil begins fol. 1713. 
Aſez me pleſt, e bien le voil, 


1 . 
8 — 
* 
— 


Du lai qe hum name chevrefoil : Wort ni zun 


Q'la verite vus encunt, 
Pur quot il fu fet e dunt. 

Pluſurs le me unt cunte e dit, | 44674 10 Ot | 
E jeo Vai trove en eſcrit, 


De Irifiram e de la reine, n A 10 F 1 
De lur amur qui tant fu fine, | 
Dunt il eurent meinte dolur, { 4 


Puis mururent en un jur. 


In one particular Chaucer goes further (as I remember) than 
Marie, when he ſays that theſe lays were 

Rimeyed in hir firfle Breton tongeo— 
if rimeyed be underſtood to mean written in rhyme, but it 
very well ſignify only verſiſied. Indeed the editor of the irmay 
naire de la Langue Bretonne, by Dom Pelletier, ſeems to doubt 
whetherthe Amorican language be capable ofany ſort of poetical 
harmony; Nous ne voyons pas que nos Bretons Armoricaing 
« ayent cultivte la poetic ; et la langue telle quiils la parlent, 
ne paroit pas pouvoir ſe plier à la meſure, à la douceur et 
© 1a harmonie des vers.” Pref. p. ix. A ſtrange doube in him, 
who might have found in the dictionary which he has publiths 
ed quotations from two Armorican poems, viz; Ter Propbeties 
de Gwinglaf, and Ta Deftrudtion de Feruſaiem, both in rhyme. 
see Arabat. Bagat. And he himſelf ſpeaks, in the ſamepreface, 
p. viii. of © La vie de 8. Gwenolẽ, premier Abbe de Landeve> 
«* nec, Ecrite en vers.” The oldeſt mf. however now know in 
the language (according to his account) is that nden 1 
Propbeties de Gavpinglaff, written in 1450. A 


| 
j 


) 


* .* TUE PRANELLEINES TALE. | 


e- ee dee eee 
— NAIC ©> | 
At my beginnigg firſt I you beleche 24 
Have me excuſed of my rude ſpeche: ee 

T lerned never rhetorike certain 

Thing that I ſpeke it mote be bare and plain : 

I flept never on the Mount of Pernaſo, _ 

Ne lerned Marcus Tullius Cicero. TOE OW 
Colours ne know I non, withouten drede, 035 
But ſwiche colours as growen in the mede, 

Or elles ſwiche as men die with or peinte; 
Colours of rhetorike ben ta.me queinte; 


My ſpirit feleth not of ſwiche matere: - 
But if you luſt my Tale ſhu] ye here. 9 rod 
THE FRANKELEINES TALE. 5 


Is Armorike, that called is Bretaigne, | 

Ther was a kvight that loved and did Nin 

To ſerve a ladie in his beſte wiſe, 

And many a labour, many a gret empriſe, 

He for his lady wrought or ſte were wonne, 11045 | 

For ſhe was on the faireſt under ſonne, e 

And eke therto comen of {o high kinrede _ + | 

That wel unnethes darf this knight for drede == i 
be Frankeleines Tale] Aurelius, after much labour and coſt 

beſtowed to win the love of Dorigen, another man's, wiſe, is 

content in the end, through the good dealing of her and her 

buſband, toloſe both his labour and coſt. ThoSope aha Tale 

ET TEC e nen W 


THE FRANKELEINES TALE, '9 


Tell hire his wo, his peine, and his diſtreſſsee 
But at the laſt ſhe for bis worthineſſe, 11050 
And namely for his.meke obeyfance, - 4 
Hath ſwiche a pitee caught of his penanſftec, 
That prively ſhe fell of his accord | | 

To take him for hire huſbond and hire . | 
(Of ſwiche lordſhipas men han over hir wives) 1 2055 
And, for to lede the more in bliſſe hir lives, F 
Of his free will he ſwore hire as a knight 

That never in all his lif he day ne night 

Ne ſhulde take upon him no maiſtrie | 
Agains hire will, ne kith# hire jalouſie, 11060 
But hire obey, and folwe hire will in 920 | 
As any lover to his lady-ſhal, 

Save that the name of ſoverainetee, - 

That wold he han for ſhame of his degree dF} 
She thonked him, and with ful gret humbleſſe on 


She ſaide, Sire, fin of your gentilleſſe 

Ye profren me to have fo large a reine, : 
Ne wolde God never betwix us tweine, / 1 
As in my gilt, were either werre or ſtrif: : 

Sire, I wol be your humble trewe wif, + 11070 


Have here my trouth, till that myn herte breſte. 

Thus ben they both in quiete and in reſte. 
For o thing, Sires, ſaufly dare I ſeie, 

That frendes everich other muſt Wr | 

If they wol longe holden compagnie: gre | 

Love wol not be condlcined by ware, 5 
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pj nn ee eee, eee 
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At my beginning firſt I you beſeche E 20 

Have me excuſed of my rude ſpeche: reer 

I lerned never rhetorike certain: 

Thing that I ſpeke it mote be bare and plain : 

I flept never on the Mount of Pernaſo, 

Ne lerned Marcus Tullius Cicero. 22 

Colours ne know I non, withouten drede, 11035 

But ſwiche colours as growen in the mede, 

Or elles ſwiche as men die with or peinte; 

Colours of rhetorike ben ta me queinte; 


My ſpirit feleth not of ſwiche matere: - | 
| But if you luſt my Tale ul ye here. 11040 
THE FRANKELEINES TALE. 4 


In Armorike, that called is Bretaigne, 

Ther was a knight that loved and did his peine 

To ſerve a ladie i in his beſte wiſe, 

And many a labour, many a gret empriſe, 

He for his lady wrought or ſhe were wonne, 11045 

For ſhe was on the faireſt under ſonne, 

And eke therto comen of ſo high kinrede 

That wel unnethes durſt this knight for atele | 
be Frankeleines Tale] Aurelius, after much labour and coſt 

beſtowed to win the love of Dorigen, another man's. wiſe, is 


content in the end, through the good dealing of her and her 
buſpand, toloſe both his labour and coſt. The ſcope of _— 


9 Urry. 
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THE FRANKELEINES TALE. '9 
Tell hire his wo, his peine, and his diſtreſſee 
But at the laſt ſhe for his worthineſſe,  - 11050 
And namely for his meke obeyſance, | 
Hath ſwiche a pitee caught of his penance, -: 

That prively ſhe fell of his accord | 

To take him for hire huſbond and hire N 

(Of ſwiche lordſhip as men han over hir wives) 1155 
And, for to lede the more in bliſſe hir lives 
Of his free will he ſwore hire as a knight 

That never in all his lif he day ne night 

Ne ſhulde take upon him no maiſtrie | h 
Agains hire will, ne: kith® hire jalouſie, 11060 
But hire obey, and folwe hire will in Wo 
As any lover to his lady ſhal, 

Save that the name of ſoverainetee, S. 

That wold he han for ſhame of his degree · N 
She thonked him, and with ful gret humbleſſe mo 
She ſaide, Sire, fin of your gentillefle 

Ye profren me to have fo large a reine, 2 
Ne wolde God never betwix us t weine 


As in my gilt, were either werre or ſtrif: 
Sire, I wol be your humble trewe wif, + 11070 
_ Have here my trouth, till that myn herte breſte. 
Thus ben they both in quiete and in reſte. I 
For o thing, Sires, ſaufly dare I ſeie, 

That frendes everich other muſt obeie, | 
If they wol longe holden compagnie: 12075 
Love wol not be conſtreined by maiſtrie: : 


: 


| 


w TUE FRANEECZINES TALE; 


Whan maiſtric cometh the god of Love _ 2 
Beteth his winges, and; fare wel, ** 

Love is a thing as any ſpirit free. een DAY 
Women of kind deſiren liberte, 1080 
And not to be conſtreined as a thral; 5 
And ſo don men, if ſothly I ſay ſnal. 

Loke, who that is moſt patient in *. 

He is at his avantage all above. 
Patience rr 0 © rre8g 
For it venquiſheth, as thiſe clerkes ſain, = hs 
Thinges that rigour never ſhuldeatteine. © 

Por every woed meni may tv ide or pline. | 
Lerneth to ſuffren, or, ſo mote gon, Mio 
Ye ſhul it herne whether s wbökbe san: 11090 
For in this world ee eee re 
That he ne doth or ſayth fomtime amis.” | 

Ice, ſikneſſe, or conſtellation; ' ': tots 
Win, wo, or changing of complexion, _- 
Cauſeth ful oſt to don amis or ſpeken: 115 
On every e eee neee ue | 
After the time maſt be termperance” 

To every wight chat can of 3 

And therſore hath this worthy "tr uf | 
(To liven. in eſe) ſuſſrance hire behipht, !  '' 11408 
And ſhe to him ful wiſſy gan to ſwere 

That never ſhuld ther be defaute in here. 

. Here may men ſeen an humble wiſe accord; | 


— 


* 


THE FRANKELEINES rar. 1 


Servant in love and lord in mariage. ko 
Than wes te Abe eee N 
Servage l nay, but in lordſhip al abo ve, otic © 
Sin he hath both his lady and his love; 


His lady certes, and his wif alſo, 518 BUY 
The which that law of loveacedrdith bo. 1119 
And whan he was in this-proſperitee - 172 
Home with his wif he goth to his conitree, 
Not ſer fro Penmark, ther his dwelling was, 
Wher as he liveth in bliſſe and in ſolas. 

Who coude tell, but he had wedded be, 11115 


The joye, the efe, and the proſperitee, 

That is betwix an huſbond and his wif? 

A yere and more laſteth this blisful lif, 

Til that this knight, of which I fpake'of thus, | 
That of Cairrud was cleped/Arviragus, - 11120 
Shope him to gon and dwelle à yere or twaine | 
In Englelond, that cleped was eke Bretdigne, 

F. 11173. Vor fer fro Penmart] The beſt mf..have Hun- 
derxed in this name; they write it Pedmart; but mil. Bad. . 6. 
and ed. Ca. 2, have it right—?Penmark. The later editt. have 
changed it ridiculouſiy enough into Denmark. Penmark is 
placed in the maps upon the weſtern coaft of Bretagne, between 
Breft and Port L'Orient. Walſingham mentions a defcent of the 
Engliſh in 1403, ahud Penarch, (r. Penmarch) p. 369. See Lo- 
bineau, H. de Bret. t. i. p. 503. In the ſame hiſtory de Panniarc 
occurs very frequently as a family name. The etymology of 
the wore, from pen (caput, mons) and mo (limes, regio) is | 
evidently Britith, 

V. 11120. Cairrud] This word is alſo of Britiſh original, g- 
nifying the red city, as cair guent in this iſland fignified the 


white city. Arviragus is a known Britith name * 
of Juvenal. 


„ THE FRANKELEINES TALE. 


To ſeke in armes worſhip and honour, - 

(For all his luſt he ſet in ſwiche labour) 

Anddweltethertwoyere: e ren 11725 
Now wol | ſtint of this Ar viragus, 

And ſpeke I wol of Dorigene his wif, 

That loveth hire huſbond as hire Le lif. 

For his abſence wepeth ſhe and ſiketh, 

As don thiſe noble wives whan hem liketh : 11130 

She morneth, waketh, waileth, faſteth; pleineth : 

Defir of his preſence hire ſo diſtraineth 

That all this wide world the ſet at nought. 

Hire frendes, which that knew hire hevy thought, 
Comforten hire in all that ever they may; 11135 
They prechen hire, they telle hire night and "I 
That cauſeles ſhe ſleth hireſelf, alas! | 
And every comfort poſſible in this cas 
They don to hire with all hir beſineſſe, | 

| Al for to make hire leve hire hevineſſe. 11140 

4 -- By proceſſe, as ye knowen everich on, 

Men mowe ſo longe graven in a ſton 

Til ſom figure therin emprented be: 

So long han they comforted hire til ſhe 1 

Received hath, by hope and by teſon, 1180 

The emprenting of hir conſolation, | i 

Thurgh which hire grete ſorwe gan afſuage : 

She may not alway duren in ſwiche rage. 


TF. 11127. Dorigene] Droguen or Dorguen was the name of 

the wife of Alain I. Wass. p · 70. Sec alio the index to t. il 

— 68 $*%« S AS $9 #7 | | 4 : 4 . 
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TAR PRANKELEINES/ TALE: 13 
And eke Arviragus, in all this care, mad 
 Hath ſent his lettres home of his welfare, ee 
And that he wol come haſtily again, l 
Or elles had this ſorwe hire herte ſlain. | 
Hire frendes ſaw hire ſorwe gan to ſhake, 
And preiden hire on knees, for Goddes fake, 
To come and romen in hir compagnie, ' 111355 
Away to dti ven hire darke fantaſie: 1 
And, finally, ſhe granted that requeſt, 
For wel ſhe ſaw that it was for the beſt, 
Now ſtood hire caſtel faſte by the ſee,  - 
And often with hite'frendes walked ſne, 11166 
Hire to diſporten on the bank an hie, 
When as ſhe many a ſhip and barge ſie 
Sailing hir cours wher as hem liſt to go: 
But than was that a parcel of hire wo, | | 
For to hireſelfful oft, alas! ſaid ſhe, 1116 3 
Is ther no ſhip, of ſo many as I ſee, 5 | 
Wol bringen home my lord ? than were my herte 
Al watiſhed of his bitter peines ſmerte. - | 
Another time wold ſhe ſit and thinke, 
And caſt hire eyen dounward fro the brinke; 11170 
But whan the ſaw the griſly rockes blake, | 
For yerayfere ſo wold hire-herte-quake | 
That on hire feet ſhe might hire hot ſuſtene: 
Than wold ſhe fit adoun upon the grene, «- _ 
And pitouſly into the ſee behold, - - 21175 
And ſay right thus, with cazeſul ſikes cold; ; 


% * 


SS? ? THE FRANKELEINES TALE, 


Eterne God! that thurgh thy — a2 LT 
nne m ask 
In idel, as men ſain, ye nothing make: * 
But, Lord] thiſe griſly fendly rockes blake, avs 
That ſemen rather a foule confuſion 1.99 
Of werk than any faire creation 
Of ſwiche a parfit wiſe God and ſable, 

Why han ye wrought this werk unreſonable ? 
For by this werk north, ſouth, ne weſt, ne eſt; wies 
Ther n'is yſoſtred man, ne brid, ne beſt ; 

lt doth no good to my wit, but anoyeth. 

See ye not, Lord! how mankind it deſtroyeth ? 

An hundred thouſand bodies of mankind 

Han rockes ſlain, al be they not in mind, 11190 
Which mankind is fo faire part of thy werk, _ 
Thou madeſt it like to thyn owen mer x. 
Than; ſemeth it, ye had a gret chertee 

Toward mankind; but how than may it be 

That ye ſwiche menes make it to deſtroyen, NE 
Which menes don no good, but ever anoyen ? 

| wote wel clerkes wol ſain as hem leſt, 

By arguments, that all is for the beſt, | 
Though I ne can the cauſes nought yknow; # 

But thilke God that made the wind to blow 11200 
As kepe wy lord; this is my conclufionz 
To clerkes lete | all diſputiſon: 7 1 

But wolde God that all thiſe rockes blake 

Were ſonken into helle for his ſake: ETD 

4 5 E E 


THE FRANKELEINES TALE; 15 


Thiſe rockes ſlee min hette for the fere. * 206 
Thus wold ſhe ſay with many a — 

Hire frendes ſa that it was no diſport 
To romen hy the ſee, but diſcom fort. 
And ſhape hem for to plaien ſomwher elles. 
They leden hire by rivers and by welles, rate 
And cke in other places delitable; Ran EA 
They daneen, and they play at ches and n 

So on a day, right in the morwe tide, * | 
Unto a gardin that was ther beſide, I 
In which that they had made hir ordinance 1121 $ 
Of vitaille and of other purveance, 1171 
They gon and plaie hem all the longe days: $15] 

And this was on the ſixte'morwe of May, 
Which May had peinted with his fofte ſhoures. - 


This garden ful of leves and of floures: + 11220 
And craft of mannes hond ſo curiouſſy TERF: 
Arrayed had this gardin trewely, © 4 


That never was ther gardin of ſwiche tit 

But if it were the veray Paradis. a | 

The odour of floures and the freſhe ſight 11225 

Wold han ymaked any herte light e 

That ever was born, but if to gret ſikeneſſe 

Or to gret ſorwe held it in diſtreſſe, 

So ful it was of beautee and pleſance. | 
And after dinner gonnen they to dance 81230 

And ſing alſo, ſauf Dorigene alone, 

Which made alway hire complaint and hire mone, 

Bij 


— —— — — IN 


16 TUK\FRANKELEINES TALE; 


For ſhe ne ſawhim-on-thedance go 


That warkire buſbpadtendbilestoyualld 3 Eee 


But natheles ſhe muſt a time abide, "gg 

And with yood lofelet hive fre Bide + | 
Upon.this dance, amonges amature d 

Danced a ſquier before Dorigen 

That freſher was and jolier of array, 

As to my dome, than is the month of May. 11240 

He ſingeth, danceth, paſſing any man , 

That is or was fin that the world began; 

Therwith he was, if men ſhuld him W e 

On of the beſte faring men on live; 145347 10 

Yong, ſtrong, and vertuous, and ricke; and wiſe, 

And wel beloved, and holden in gret priſe. 11246 

And, ſhortly, if the ſoth I tellen ſhal, - e 


* 
wy 


Unwetiag of this Dorigene at al, = 

This luſty ſquĩer, ſervant to Venus, a 
Which that ycleped was Aurelius, 11250 
Had loved hire beſt of any creature 15 


Two yere and more, as was his aventure, 
But never dorſt he tell hite his grevance: 
Withouten cup he dranke all his penance. 

v. 11250. Aurelius] This name, though of Roman original, 
was common, we may preſume, among the-Britons. One of 
the princes mentioned by Gildas was called Aurehus Conanus; 
another Britiſh king is named Aurelius Ambroſius by Geffrey 
of Monmouth. It may beremarked of this laſt author, that al- 
though he has not paid the leaſt regard to truth in his narta- 
tion of facts he has been very attentive to probability i in his 
names both of Long and places. i 
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He was diſpeired ; nothing dorſt he ſay, ee 
Sauf in his ſonges ſomwhat wold he wray | 
Hie wo, as in a general complaininng 
He faid he loved and was beloved nothing. 
Of ſwiche matere made he many layes, 1 | 
Songes, complaintes, roundels, virelayes; 11260 
How that he dorſte not his ſorwe telle, ; 
But languiſheth as doth a Furie in helle; 
And die he muſt, ke ſaid, as did Ecco 
For Narciſſus, that dorſt not tell hire vo. 
In other maner than ye here me ſax 11263 
Ne dorſt he not to hire his wo bewray, - f 
Sauf that para venture ſomtime at dances, ic 
Ther yonge folk kepen hir obſervances, | 
It may wel be be loked on hire face 2257536 
In ſwiche a wiſe as man that axeth grace; 11270 
But nothing wiſte ſhe of his entent. ' + | 
Natheles it happed or they thennes went, 


Becauſe that he was hire neighebounr,r 
And was a man of worſhip and honour, 1 
And had yknowen him of time yore, 411473 
They fell in ſpeche, and forth ay more and more. 
Unto his purpos drow Aurelius, 1426 
And whan he ſaw his time he PAI 2237 


v. 11262, as doth 2 Furie in Helle] It is a fire, in will. c. r, 
Aſt. 1, 2, HA. which perhaps ought to have been followed, 
though | cannot ſay that I well underſtand either. of the read- 
nge. Fury and 2 7 hav 0 deen confounded before, Ver. 2686, 


G gon B I 


18 r 
Madame, 2 — 


So that I wiſt ĩt might ONE 


I wold that e eee 
Went over ſee that I Aurelius 


Had wene ther 1d never come again, 

For wel | wot my ſervice ia in vain; 

My gnerdon wabut boulig ad mba here, eber 

Madame, rueth upon my peines ſmerte, 

For with a word ye may me ſleen or fave. : : 

as RFK base ene ebe eee 

I ne have as now no leiſer more to ſey: its 

Have mercy, ſwete lor ye — W 
She gan to luke upon Aurelius 

ls this your will, (quod ſhe) and ſay ye thus? 

Never erſt (quod ſhe) ne wiſt | what 3 

But now, Aurelie, I know your entent. is 

By thilke God that yaf me ſoule and lif ' 11295 

Ne ſhal I never ben an untrewe wirf 

In word ne werk, as fer as I have wit; 

I wol ben his to hom that I am knit: 

Take this for final anſwer as of m. 1115 

But after that in play thus ſaide ſuos: 11300 
Aurelie, (quod ſhe) by high —— f f 

Vet wol I granten you to ben your love, 

(Sin L you fee ſo pitouſly complaine.) 

Lebe, bas day that endeloag Bretaigne d 

Ye remue all the rockes ſton by ſton, 1305 

That they ne letten ſhip ne bote to gon; 


o 
— — 
— —— — 
7 — 
0 — V rr — — . 
SOCEAE SI De crea ors ron Jus — 6-0 . — — —— 


I fay, whanhe lian made the coftfo dlene 

| Of rockes that ther n'is no ſton; yilene; - vi} A154 2314 
Thanwol I love you beſt-of ay anz 

Have here my trouth, inal cher Lea, 11980 


For wel I wote that it ſhal never betide. 
Let ſwiche folie out of your herte glid ?- 
What deintee ſhuld a man have in hiali ; 
Fot to go love another mannes t 
weten his bod hana : / 

Aurelius ful often ſoru ſikeih?: 111316 
Is ther non ———— 1 

No, by that Lord, quod he, that maked we. 8 
Wa was Aurelie whan that he this herd. 
And with a ſorweful herte he thus anſwerd: u 

Madame n 
Than moſte I die of ſoden deth horrible. 

Tho come hire other frendes many n 
And in the eee eee 11325 
e e eee vd aN 
But ſodenly begonnen revel newe, 1 
. 

For the orizont had reſt the ſonne his light, 

(This is as much to ſayn as it was night) | /: be 
And home they gon in mirthe and in ſolas, 
Sauf only wrecche Aurelius, alas! 6: 9%] +637 lo 366 { 


v. 1131). 1s ther non other grace] I have inſerted theſe two 
lines in this place upon the authority of mi. 4. ſupported by 
mil. E. Bod. g. They have — 113%. 


Av THE FRANEELEINES TALE, 


He to WIR re So travel TOS 
He faith he may not from his deth aſlertte: 
Him ſemeth that he felt his herte cold. 11325 
. 7 
And on his knees bare he ſet him doun, 

And in his raving ſaid his oriſoun. 

For veray wo out of his wit he braide; - r 
He n'iſte what he ſpake, but thus he ade 11340 

Wich pitous herte his plaint hath he begonne # 

Uato the goddes, and firſt unto the Sonne. 

He ſaid, Apollo! god and governour 

Of every plante, herbe, tree, and flour, 1 54 
That yeveſt after thy declination 11345 
To eche of hem his time and his ſeſunn , 
As that thin herbergh changeth low and hie, 

Lord Phebus! caſt thy merciable eie 

On wrecche Aurelie, which that am but lorne: 
Lo, Lord! my lady hath my deth yſworne - 11350 
Withouten gilt, but thy benignitee W 
Upon my dedly herte have ſom pitee: | 
For wel I wot, Lord Phebus, if you leſt, _ 

Ye may me helpen ſauf my lady beſt; - - - 171 
Now voucheth ſauf that I may you deviſe 11355 
How that I may be holpe, and in what wiſe. 

Your blisful ſuſter, Lucina the ſhene, N 

That of the ſee is chief goddeſſe and quenee, 
Though Neptunus have deitee in the ſee, - + 
Yet ewperice adoven him is r ᷑ Ʒ•w 21368 
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ve knowe wel, Lord, mung, W 

ta to be quicked and lighted of ee [S179 bio i 
For which n n 
Right ſo the ſee deſireth nnaturelly 
To fol wen hire; as ſhe tkuat is lad | e 
Both in tho ſre and dende A% 
Wherfore, Lord Phebos'this is - e e 

Do this miracle, or do min herte breſt, TY 
That now next at this oppoſition rn 
Which in the ſigns ſhal be of the Lem 11370 
As preyeth hire ſo ret a flood to bring; a 
That five fadame at the leſt ĩt overſpring 

The higheſt rock in Armorike/ Tenne, 

And let this flood n p 
Than certes to my lady may l ſa, 40656 | 
—— — tew-ewuy. en 
Lord Phebus! this miracle doth for mo, 

Prey hire ſhe go no faſter cours than e; 

I ſay this, preyeth your ſuſter that ſne go 

No faſter cours than ye thiſe yeres two, w, 
Than ſhal ſhe ben even at ful alw- a/, 

And ſpring· flood laſten bothe night aid. 

And but ſhe voucheſauf in ſwiche manere 

To graunten me my: OC” 

Prey hire to ſinken every rock adoun 1255 
Into hire owen derke regiouů n 
Under the ground, thr Plow dwelt in „ 

Or nevermo ſhal L my lady win. unn 


5 * 
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Thy temple in Delphos wol I bareſoot ſeke. 


Lord Phebus! ſee the teres on my cheke, "age 
And on my peine have ſom compaſſioun. 
| e e e e hoe bite aloud, 


And longe time he lay forth in a trance. T 
His brother, which that knew of his penance, © 
Up caught him; and to bed he hath him brought. 
Diſpeired in — — 11396 
Let I this woful creature lie, 81 iT 
Cheſe he for me Whether he nth live or die. 
Arviragus with hele and gret honour | 


(As he chat was of chevalrie the flour) 114c0 


Is comen home, and other worthy men: 
O, blisful art thou now thon-Dorigen ! rol 
That haſt thy luſty huſbond in thin armes, 
The freſhe knight, the worthy man of armes, 
That loveth thee as his owen hertes lif. 11405 
Nothing liſt him to be imaginatif. 
If any wight had ſpoke while he was oute 
To hire of love; he had of that no doute: , 
He not entendeth to nd ſwiche matere, 7 
But danceth, juſteth, and maketh mery chere. 11410 | 
And thus in joye and bliſſe I jet hem dwell, 
And of the fike Aurelius wol I tell. 

In langour and in turment furious 
Two yere and more lay wrecched Aurelius | 
Er any foot on erthe he mighte gon; 11415 
Ne comfort in this time ne had he non : 
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$auf of his brocher, which that wasu'derk: 2 ui t 
He knew of all this wo and all nn 
For to non other creature certain 

Of this matere he dorſte no word ſain 11420 
Under his breſt he bare it more ſecree 838 
Than ever did Pamphilus for Galathee. 
His breſt was hole withouten for to ſeen, 

But in his herte ay was the arwe kene, ; 
And wel ye knowe that of a ſurſanure 11425 
In ſurgeries perilous the cure, e EF 
But men might touch the arwe or come therby. 

His brother wepeth and waileth prively, 


Til at the laſt him fell in remembrance: 2 0 
That while he was at Orleaunce in France, 11430 
As yonge clerkes that ben likerous us 


To reden artes that ben curious 


N. 11422, Pamphilus 3 Galatbee] Mr. Urry, miſled by his 
claffical learning, Has altered this moſt licentiouſly— 
Than Polyphemus did for Galathee. . - 5 
But the alluſion is plainly to the firſt lines of a Latin poem 
which was very popular in the time of Chaucer, in which one 
Pamphilus gives a hiſtory of his amour with nn See 
begins thus, mf. Cotton, Titus. A. XX. ; ; 


Liber Pampbili. 
Vulneror et elauſum porto ſub pectore telumy ; oY 
Creſcit et aſſidue plaga dolorque mihi. | 
Et ferientis adhue non audeo dicere nomen, eee 
Nec ſinet aſpectus plaga videre ſuos. | 
This poem by the name of Pamphilus is quoted in our Author's 
Melibeus. It is extant in mf. in many libraries, and it has alſo 
been printed more than once. Leyſer, HH. Poet. Medii vi, 
P- 2071, (1171) Catal. Gaig nat. n. 32233, 2234. — 


1 


Scken in every-halke/and every herne 
Particuler ſeiences ſor toleme, - 1 I 
He him remembred;that apon a day; 11435 
bo EI mms rp fp ap ence 0 
Of magike naturel, which his fel © 
That was that time u bacheler of law, _ 
Al ere he ther to ler another craſs 
Had prively upon his defk ylaft; CA 
Which book hokamechend eptractens | 5 nen 
Touching the cight-apd-twerty nen ie 
As in our.duyes n'i not worth a flie 3 2542274 E 
For holy cherches feith, in our beleve , azo 4 
Ne ſuffreth nom illuſion us to gr ze. 
And whan chis ook yrs bis rementrance 
Anon for joye his herte-gan-todance, © 
And to himſelf he fated prively, | — 
My brother ſhal be wariſhed haſtily; -, 11430 
For I am fiker that ther be ſciences. . 
By which men maken divers apparences 
S$wiche as thiſe ſubtil tregetoures play; 
For oft at ſeſtes have I Hel herd ſay * ES 
Fe 11453: — — etourei] Fh e 
very comprehenſive, as a from this 


So — ari e:. [Sec J, He. u. 25. 


Altrei peccan I joglar, 
e fabo casten cbaler, * 
C ſſabo tacar eftr umens, 
. © fabon encantar las gens, 
© O far autra joglayri 


ihe time oi ee perfhilsmehd exarette the firſt men- 
Yoned braactics of the art were called generally Minfirets, and 


G34 
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That tregetoures;within an halle large; F 1 60h | 
Have made come ma water and a barge,” p 


tie name of Jogeſait was, in a manner, apptopriated to thoſe | 
who by ſleight of hand and machines produced ſuch illuſions 
bf the ſenſes as are ufually ſuppoſeu to be eſſected by enchant · 
ment. see above, ver: Jog. ] This ſpecies of jogelout is here 
called a trrgetour. They are jomed together in e with 
magicians, 7. of F. iif. 169 


Ther faw I playing jogelourr, 
 Magitient aud 1ragetours, 

And Phitoneſſes, charmereſſe 
And clerkes cke which conne wel 
All this magike naturel},— 


See alſo the following ver. 195—191. =: ind.cortipare the 


feats of the tregetours, as deſcribed in this paſſage, with.thoſe. _ 


which are aſtetwards performed by the c/?rkes magike for the 
entertainment of his gueſts, Lver: i 1801-11 ff. J we ſhall find 


them very ſimilar, and they may both be illuſtrated by the fol- 


lowing account which Sir John Mandeville has given of the ex- 
hibitions before the Gtete Chan; And that-comenyjcguliours 


and enchantouxes, that don many marvaylles; for they ma - 


xen to come in the ayr the fone and the mone, be ſeminge 


* to every mannes fight: and after they maken the nyght fo 


* derk that no tian may ſee no thing: and aftre they niaken 
* the day to come ayen fair and pleant with bright fonne to 


© every mannes ſight : and than they bringen in daunces of the 


« faireſt damyſelles of the world and richeſt arrayed: and aſtre 
they maken to comen in other damyſelles. bringinge coupes 
© of gold fulle of mylk of dyverſe beſtes, and yeven drynke to 
40 lordes and to ladyes: and than they make knyghtes to jou- 
* ten in atmes fulle luftyly; and they rennen togidre a gret - 
© randoum, and they fruſſchen togidete fulle fiercely, and they 
* breken here ſperesſarudely thatthetronchounsflen.inſprotes 


and peces alle aboute tlie halle: and than they make to come 


0 in huntyng for the hert and for the boor, with houndes ren- 

ning with open mouthe. And many other thinges they don 

* be craft of hir enchauntementes, that it is marveyle for to 

« ſee. And ſuche playes of deſport TIEN 
| Volume IF. 8 hoy | 
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And in the halle rowen up and dounz © 
Somtime hath ſemed come a grim leoun, 


* up of the boordes.” Aand. Trav. p. 285, 6. See alſop. 2613 
„And wher it be by craft or by nygromancye I wot nere. 
The Gloſſary derives tregetour from the barb. Lat. tricator; but 
the derivatives of that family are rricheur, tricherie, trick, Mc. 
Nor can I find the word tregetour in any lauguage but our own. 
It ſeems clearly to be formed from treget, which is frequently 
uſed by Chaucer for deceit, impofture, R. R. 6267, 6312, 6825 
and ſo is tregetry, ibid. 6374, 6382. From whence treget itſelf 
may have been derived is more difficult to ſay; but I obſerve 
that trebuchet (the French name for a military engine) is called 
by Chaucer trepeget, R. R. 6279, and by Knighton, 2672, trep- 
get; and that this ſame word trebuchet, in French, ſignified 
alſo a machine for catching birds. Du Cange, in v. Trepget ; 
Hine appellatio manſit apud nos inftrumentis, aut machinu- 
« jis, ſuſpenſis et lapſilibus, ad captandas aviculas. Has enim 
«* etiamnum trebucbets appellamus.” Muratori, in his Antiq, 
Med . Dif. xxvi. p. 473, informs us that trabocchello or 
srabocchetts, in Italian, (which he explains to be the ſathe as 
trebhucbet in French) ſignified alſo another inſtrument of fraud, 
which he deſcribes thus; Szeculis ltalize turbatiſſimis in uſu 
ac ſuere teterrima inſidiarum loca, id eſt, in cubiculis pavimen- 
t tum perforatum, ac lignea tabula /Ribalta appellabant) ita 
s caute coopertum, ut qui improvide alteram tabulæ partem 
„ pedibus premeret, cedente ipf4 in ima rueret.” This was 
clearly a ſpecies of trapdoor,——The reader will judge whe» 
ther the tregetour may not poſbbly have been fo called from 
his frequent uſe of theſe infidious machines in his operations. 
———That a great deal of machinery was requiſite to produce 
the apparences or illuſions enumerated by Chaucer in this paſ- 
ſage is very certain; but not long after the art of a &egerour 
ſeems to have been reduced to that of a modern juggler, mere 
fleipht of hand. In Lydgate's tranſlation of The Dance of Ma- 
cabre, mf. Harl. 116, he has introduced a ?regetour ſpeaking 
thus ; 

/ What may availe mankynde [f. nagite! oY 

Or any crafto ſhewed by apparence, 


Or courſe of fterres above celeſtiale, 
Or of heven all tac influence, 


» % 
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And ſomtime floures ſpring as in a mede, 8 


Somtime a vine, and grapes white and rede, 1146 


Somtime a caſtel al of lime and ſton, 
And whan hem liketh voideth it anon: 
Thus ſemeth it to every mannes ſigt. 


Now than conclude I thus; if that nn, ee 11 1 7-6 
At Orleaunce ſom olde felaw find _ 5 


That hath thiſe mones manſions in dz F 

Or other magike naturel above, 1 

He ſhuld wel make my brother have his 3 f 

For with an apparence a clerk may make, 

To mannes ſight, that all the rockes blake 11470 

Of Bretaigne were yvoided everich on, 2 

And ſhippes by the brinke comen and gon, 

And in ſwiche forme endure a day or two: 

Than were my brother wariſhed of his wo, ; 

Than muſt ſhe nedes holden hire beheſt, ' 11475 

Or elles he ſhal ſhame hire at the leſt. 10 
What ſhuld I make a lenger Tale of this? 

Unto his brothers bed he comen _ 


Ayenſt deth to Aand at defence? 
© __ Lygarde de mayne now helpith me right nought, 
Farewell my eraft and all ſuch ſapience, 
For Neth hath more maiftries than 1 have wrought. 
He has alto the following ſpeech of Death to afamous regetours 
Maiſter John Ry kell, ſomtime tregitour 
Of noble Henri Kinge of Englelond, 
And of France the mighty conguerour,. . 
For all the ſieightes and turnyng of thyne honde 
Thou mutt come nere this dance to underftondes | 
Nought may avail all thy conclufions, 
For Deth ſhortly, nother on ſee not londe, 
Is not dyiceyved by noon illuſions, 
** 
Cy 


—— — . — 
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And ſwiche comſort he yaf him for ta gon 

To Orleapnce that he up ſtert anon, 11480 

And on his way forth ward than is hefare, 

In hope for to ben liſſed of his care. 

* Whan they were come almaſt. tu hat cite, 

But if it werea two furlong or thrre. 1411 % 

A yonge clerk roming by himſolf they mette; 11483 

Which that in Latine thriftily hem grette: 

And after that he ſayd a wonder thing; 

I know, quod he; the cauſe of your cuming: 

And or they forther any foote went 

He tald hem all that as in hir entent. 11490 
This Breton clerk him axed of fela wess 

The which he had yknown in olde dawes, 

And he anſwered him that they dede wert, 

For which he wept ful often many atere. © 
Doun of his hors Aurelius light anon, 11495 

And forth with this magicien is gon > 

Home to his hous, and made hem wel at eſe: 

Hem lacked no vitaille that might hem pleſe. 

So wel arrajed hous as ther was on | 

Aurelius in his if ſaw never non. 5 11308 
He ſhewed him, or they went to ſoupere, 

Foreſtes, parkes, ful of wilde dere: 

Ther ſaw he hartes with kir hornes hie, 

The greteſt that were ever ſeen with eie: 

He ſaw of hem an hundred ſlain with houndes, 

And ſqm with atwes blede of bitter woundes: 11 5c 5 
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He ſaw, when voided were the wilde dere, 
Thiſe fauconers upon a faire rivere'''- 1 4 
That with hir haukes han the heron ſlain, n. 
Tho ſaw he knightes juſten in a plain: uy 10 
And after this he did him ſwiche pleſance, * 
That he him ſhewed his lady on a dance, 
On which himſelven danced, as him thought. 
And whan this maiſter, that this magike wrought, 
Saw it was time, he clapped his hondes re 1 115 15 
And fare wel, al the revel is ago! 
And yet remued they never out of the Vi 
While they ſaw all thiſe ſightes merveillous, 
But in his ſtudie, ther his bookes be. 
They ſaten ſill, and no wight but they tree. IT 21520 
To him this maiſter called his ſquier, - 5 
And ſayd him thus, May we go to — 
Almoſt an houre it is, I undertake, - 
Sin I you bade our ſouper for to make, EST 
Whan that thiſe worthy men wenten with me 11 $ 25 | 
Into my ſtudie ther my bookes be. 
Sire, quod this ſquier, whan it liketh you, 
It is al redy, though ye wol right nor-. 
Go we than ſoupe, quod he, as for the beſt; 
Thiſe amorous folk ſomtime moſte han reſt. | 11 Y 30 
At after ſouper fell they in tretee 4 | 
What ſumme ſhuld this maiſters gerdon be 
To remue all the rockes of Bretagng 
And eke from Gerounde to the much daes | 
C ij 
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Leſſe than a thouſand pound he wold not have, 


Ne gladly for that ſumme:he wold not ber 11537 
Aurelius with blisful herte anon | 

Anfweredahus; ; Fie eee een! II 

This wide world, which that 3 n 

] wold it yeve, if I were lord of it. 11541 


Ve ſhul be paied trewely, by my trouth; 


But loketh, for non negligence or ſlouth To 

Ye tarie us here no lenger than to morwe. 11545 

Nay, quod this clerk; have here my faith to borwe. 
To bed is gon Aurelius wWhan him leſt, 


And wel nigh all that night he had his reſt. 


— 


What for his labour and his hope of bliſſe 5 

His woful herte of penance had a liſſ. 11550 
Upon the morwe whan that it was day | 

To Bretaigne token they the righte way, 

Aurelie, and this magicien him befide, 

And ben deſcended ther they wold abide : 

And this was, as the bookes me A $1555 

The colde froſty ſeſon of December. 
Phebus waxe old and hewed like Ae uh 


That in his hote declination 


Shone as the burned gold with ſtremes bright; 
But, now in Capricorne adoun he light, 11356 
Wher as he ſhone ful pale, I dare wel ſain. ; 
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Janus fit by the fire with Pyar ref TOLEDO 
And drinketh of his bugle horn the wine; 2156s 


Beforn him ſtant braune of — 


And Nowel crieth every bare 8 pa. 
Aurelius in all that ever he can W446 Lak 
Doth to his maiſter — bo 16% 


And praieth him to don his diligence | - 1157S 
To bringen him out of his peines ſmert qq 
Or with a ſwerd that he wold lit his herte. 

This ſotil clerk-fwiche routh hath on this man, 
That night and day he ſpedeth him that he can 
ro wait a time of his concluſion; | 11575 
This is to ſayn, to make illuſion, 8 4404 
By ſwiche an apparence or joglerie, 

(1 can no termes of aſtrologie) - 

That ſhe and every wight ſhuld wene and fay +.  - 
That of Bretaigne the rockes were away, 11586 
Or elles they were ſonken under ground. | 
So at the laſt he hath his time yfound- l 
To make his japes and his wretehedneſſe 

Of ſwiche a ſuperſtitious curſedneſſe. 

. 11567. And Nowelcricth] Not, in French, is derived from 
natalis, and ſignified originally a cry of joyat Chriſtmas, Le 
jour natal de notre Seigneur.“ Menage, in v. Nouel. It was 
afterwards the uſual cry of the people upon all occafions of joy 
and ſeſtivity. Hift. de Charles Vl. par chartier, p. 3, at the pro- 


clamation of H. VI, © Fut cri ſur la ſoſſe de ſon pere haute 
voix. Vive le Roy Henry, Roy de France et d' Anꝑleterre;“ 


| and * Avec cela fut eri N22, des affitans, confortans lefdits 


s Argiois.” 
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His tables Toletanes forth he brought, 11385 
Ful wel corrected, that ther lacked — | F 
Nother his collect ne his expans/yeres, 
Nother his rotes ne his other geres, 
As ben his centrenand bis argumentes, n 5 
And his proportionel convenientes 113590 
For his equations in every thing: mend e tout] 
And by his eighte ſperes in his werking _ 
He knew ful wel how fer Alnath was ſhove 
Fro the hed of thilke fix Aries above Y: 
That in the ninthe ſpere conſidered is : 11595 
Ful ſotilly he calculed all this. | 
Wuhan he had found his firſte manſion 
He knew the remenant by proportion 
And knew the riſing of his mone wel, 7 
And in whos face, and terme, and every del; 11600 
And knew ful wel the mones manſion 
Accordant to his operation; 4211335 
And knew alſo his other obſervances, 
For ſwiche illuſions and ſwiche meſchances 
As Hethen folk uſed in thylkeidaies; e 
For which no lenger maketh he delaies, 5 


. 11585. His tables Toletanes] The 3 tables com- 
poſed by order of Alphonſo X. King of Caftile, about the middle 
of the 1 3th century, were called ſometimes Table Tole tang, 
from their being adapted to the city of Toledo. There is a very. 

ant copy of them in mf. Harl. 3647. I am not ſuſñciently 
<p in the ancient aſtronomy to add any thing to the ex- 
planation of the following technical terms (drawn chiefly from, 
thoſe tables) which has been given in the addit. to Glull, C. 


v. Expans yeres. 
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But thurgh A HS EAI as ne ao 
It ſemed all the tockes ere away. 210 10 
| Aurelius, whichithat deſpeired is . * 15 1919 


— 


Whether he ſhal han his love eee, nd | 


Awaiteth oight and day bn this miracle; vF 
Aud:whan he knew that ther eee bett 
| That voided yrere thiſe rockes everich on; 
Doun to his maiſters feet he fell ann, 
And ſayd, I, woful wretch Aurelius, 17675 
Thanke you, my lord, and lady min Venus, | 
That me han holpen fro my cares col 
And to the ee eee ne ores i 
Theras he knew che ſhald his lady ſee; Kat 
And whan he e 11620 
With dredful her te and with fulhumble e 1 
Salued hath his foverainu lady dermgJ. 
My rightſul Lady; quod this a" der 
Whom I moſt drede and loye as I heſt can. 
And lotheſt were eee, ; 11 100 
N'ere it that I fur vou have ſwiche ae He 
That i muſt die here at your foot anon, ON! 
Nought wold Etellihow-me:is be- 121 
But certes other muſt I die or plaine + 


Ye ſle me gilteles for veray peine: ne 


But of my deth though that ye han no routn 
Aviſeth you or that you breke your trouth: 12 
Repenteth you, for thilke God above, 

Or ye me ſle, becauſe that I you loss? 


— — . — — cow 


She wepeth, waileth, all a day or two, 116660 


For, Madame, wel ye wote what ye have hight; 

Not that I chalenge any thing of right 11636 

Of you my ſoveraine Lady, but of grace; 

But in a gardin yond, in ſwiche a place, 

Ye wote right wel what ye behighten me, 

And in myn hond your trouthe plighten ye 11640 

To love me beſt: God wote ye ey n Ke 

Although that I unworthy be therto. 

Madame, 1 ſpeke it for the honour e | 

More than to fave my hertes lif right now, 

I have don ſo as ye commanded me, 11645 

And if ye voucheſauf ye may go ſee. [4 02 6 

Doth as you liſt, have your beheſt in mind, 

For quick or ded right ther ye ſnul me me. ; 

In you lith all to do me live or dey, . * 

But wel I wote the rockes ben awey. 11650 
He taketh his leve, and ſhe aſtonied ſtood; 

In all hire face nas o drope of blood: 

She wened never han come in ſwiche a trappe. 
Alas r | 
For wend | never by poſlibilitee 11655 
That ſwiche a monſtre or Lee might be: 0 

It is again the proceſſe of Nature. 
And home ſhe goth a ſorweful creature, 
For veray fere unnethes may ſhe go. 


And ſwouneth that it routhe was to ſee, 
But why it was to no wight tolde ſhe, 4 


TAE FRANKELEINES TALE. 35 


For out of toun was gon Arviragusz' ''/ » * T 

But to hireſelf ſhe ſpake, and ſaied thus, {0 
With face pale; and with ful fory chere, 140 

in hire complaint, as ye ſhul after here. 

Alas] quod ſhe, on thee, ans F351 

That unaware haſt me wrapped in thy ne ae 

Fro which to eſcapen wote I no ſoccoutrt 

Sauf only deth or elles diſhonour: © '' | 11676 

On of thiſe two behoveth me to cheſe: 

But natheles, yet had 1 lever leſe 

My lif than of my body have a ſhame, 

Or know myſelven falſe, or leſe my name: 

And with my deth I may be quit ywis; 11675 

Hath ther not many a noble wif or this 

And many a maid, yſlaine hireſelf, alas! 

Rather than with hire body don treſpas? -- 

Yes certes ; lo, thiſe ſtories bere witneſſGQ. 
Whan thirty tyrants ful of curſedneſſe 11680 

Had ſlain Phidon in Athens at the feſt. 

They commanded his doughtren for to arreſt 

And bringen hem beforne hem in Pare | 

Al naked, to fulfill hir foule delit; ) 36 $20 

And in hir fadres blood they made * 4 12633 

Upon the pavement, God yeve hem meſchance! 

For which thiſe woful maidens, ful of dredey' 

Rather than they wold Jeſe hir eee e n 

They ptively ben ſtert into a welle, Pe: 

And dreint hemſelven, as the bookes telle. 670 


N. 11679, thiſe fories bere twitneꝰ] They are all taken from 
Hierornymus contra Jovinianum, l. i. c. 39. 
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They of Meſſene let enquere and ſeke 
Of Lacedomiĩe fiſty maĩdens cke 
On which they wolden don hir lecherie; 
But ther was non of all that compaynie 
That ſhe nas ſhine, and with a glad entent ng | 
Chees rather-for to dien than aſſent | 
To ben oppreſſed of hire nraidenhede. 
Why ſhuld I than to dien ben in drede? 
Lo eke the tyradt Ariſtoclides,, 
That loved a maid hight Stimphalides, IIC 
Whan that hire father flaine was on a night, 
Unto Dianes temple goth ſhe right, 
Arid hente the image in hire handes two, 
Fro which image wold ſhe never go; | 
No wight her handes might of it arrace 11703 
Til ſhe was flaine right in the ſelve place. 5 
Now fin that maidens hadden ſwiche deſpit 
To be defouled with mannes foule delit, 
Wel ought a wif rather hireſelven ſle 
Than be defouled, as it thinketh me. 11710 
What ſhall ſayn of Haſdrubales wif, 
That at Cartage beraft hireſelf hire lif? 
For whan ſhe faw that Romains wan the toun 
She toke hire children all, and ſkipt adoun 
Into the fire, and chees rather to die 1171; 
Than any Romain did hire vilanie. 2 
Hath not Lucrece yſlaine hireſelf, alas! 
At Rome, han that ſhe oppreſſed was 
8 3 


— \ 
\ 
\ 
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Of Tarquine? for hire thought it was a ſhame |. 
To liven whan ſhe hadde leſt hire name. 11720 
The ſeven maidens of Mileſie alſo 
lan ſlaine hemſelf, for veray drede and wo, 
Rather than ſolk of Gaule hem ſhuld oppreſſe. 
Mo than a thouſand ftories, as I geſſe, 
Coude I no tell as touching this matere. 11725 
Whan Abradate was ſlain, his wif ſo dere 
Hireſelven flow, and let hire blood to glide 
In Abradates woundes depe and wide, 
And ſayd, My body at the leſte way 
Ther ſhal no wight defoulen if | may. IT730 
What ſhuld I mo enſamples hereof ſain ? ; 
Sin that ſo many han hemſelven flain, 
Wel rather than they wold defouled be, 
wol conclude that it is bet for me 
To ſle myſelf than be defouled thus; 11735 
] wol be trewe unto Arviragus, 
Or elles fle myfelf in ſome manere, 
As did Demotiones doughter dere, 
Becauſe ſhe wolde not defouled be. 
O Sedaſus! it is ful gret pitee I1740 
To reden how thy doughtren died, alas! | 
That ſlowe hemſelven for ſwiche waner cas. 
As gret a pitee was it, or wel more, 
The Theban maiden that for Nichanore | 
Hireſelven flow right for ſwiche manere wo. 11745 
Another Theban mayden did right ſo, 
Volume IF, D 
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For on of Macedoine had hire oppreſſed; 
She with hire deth hire maidenhed redreſſed. 

What ſhal I ſain of Nicerates wii. 
That for ſwiche cas beraft hireſelf hire lif? 11750 

How trewe was eke to Aloibiades 
His love, that for to dien rather chees 
Than for to ſuffre his body unburied be ? 

Lo, which a wif was Alceſte eke? (quod ſhe) 
What ſayth Homere of good Penelope? 11753 
All Grece knoweth of hire chaſtitee. el. 

Parde of Laodomia is written thus, 

That whan at Troye was flain Prothefilaus 
No lenger wolde the live after his day. 
The ſame of noble Portia tell I may; 11760 


Withouten Brutus coude ſhe not live, * 
To whom ſhe had all hol hire herte yeve. * 
The parfit wif hood of Artemiſie N 
Honoured is thurghout all Barbarie. 
O Teuta quene! thy wifly chaſtitee 11765 


To alle wives may a mirrour be. 
Thus plained Dorigene a day or twey, 
Purpoſing ever that ſhe wolde dey; 
But natheles upon the thridde night 
Home came Arviragus, the worthy knight, 11770 
. 11766. To alle wives] After this verſe the two gin 
are found in ſeveral mff. ; 


The ſame thing I ſay 95 Bilia, 
Of Rhodogone and of Valeria 


but as they are wanting in miſ. A. C. 1, Aft. 1,2, HA I wap 
| not wailing to have, them out. 
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And axed hire why that ſhe weep ſo ſore? - 
And ſhe gan wepen ever lenger the more, 
Alas, quad ſhe, that ever I was yborne! ; 
Thus have | ſaid, (quod ſhe) thus have 3 vr 
And told him all, as ye have herd before: 11775 
It nedeth not reherſe it you no more. * 

| This huſbond with glad chere, in frendly wiſe, | 
Anſwerd and ſayd as | ſhal you deviſe; | 
Is ther ought elles, Dorigene; but this? 


Nay, nay, quod ſhe, Godhelper me ſo, as wis 11780 


This is to much, and it were Goddes will. 
ve, wif, quod he, let ſlepen that is {till ; 
It may be wel paraventure yet to-day. 
Ye ſhal your trouthe holden by my fay; 5 
For God ſo wiſly have mercy on me, 11785 
I had wel lever ſtiked for to be, | 
For veray love which that I to you have, 
But if ye ſhuld your trouthe kepe and ſave: 
Trouth is the hieſt thing that man may kepe. 


But with that word he braſt anon to wepe, 11790 4 


And ſayd; I you forbede, ou peine of deth, 
That never while you laſteth lif or breth 
To no wight tell ye this miſaventure ; 

As | may beſt I wol my wo endure”; 


Ne make no contenance of hevineſſe, 11 795 


That folk of you may demen harme or geſſe. 
And forth he cleped a ſquier and a maid. 
Goth ſorth anon with Dorigene, he ſaid, 

Dy 


—— — — — — 
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And bringeth hire to ſwiche a place anon. 
They take hir leve, and on hir way they gon: 1 1800 
But they ne wiſten why ſhe thider went; 

She wolde no wight tellen hire entent. 

This ſquier which that highte Aurelius, 

On Dorigene that was ſo amorous, | 

Of aventure happed hire to mete 11805 
Amid the toun, right in the quikkeſt ſtrete, 

As ſhe was boun to go the way forthright 

Foward the gardin, ther as ſne had hight; 

And he was to the gardinward alſo, 
For wel he fpicd whan ſhe wolle go 11810 
Out of hire hous to any maner place: 
But thus they met of aventure or grace, 
And he ſalueth hire with glad entent, 
And axeth of hire whiderward ſhe went. 
And ſhe anſwered, half as ſhe were mad, 11815 

Unto the gardin, as myn huſbond bad, 


V. 11802. She wolde] After this verſe ed. Ca. 2, has the fix 
following; 


amo enfure an hepe of you 1 

Vill holden him a lewed man in "his 
eas he woll put his wife in iegpardie; 
Herkneth the Tale er ye upon him crie: 
She may bave better fortune than you ſemeth; 
And whan that ye han herde the Tale demeth. 


Theſe lines are more in the ſtyle and manner of Chancer than 
jaterpoiations generally are, but as I do not remember to have 
found them in any mf. I could not receive them into the text. 
I think, too, that if they were written by him he would proba- 
bly, upon more mature conſideration, have ſuppreſſed them, as 
unneceſſarily anticipating the cataſtrophe of the Tale. 

F. 11507. As ſhe was boun] Ready: this old word is reſtored 
from mſl. . 1. At. I, 2, See P. L. p. 256, 291. 
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My trouthe for to hold, alas! alas? 
Aurelius gau wondren on thiscas, +; 

And in his herte had gret compaſſion 

Of hire, and of hire lamentatian, 11820 
And of Arviragus, the worthy knight, \ 

That bad hire holden all that ſhe had hight, - _ 

So loth him was his wif ſhuld breke hire trouthe; 
And in his herte he caught of it gret routhe,:, 
Conſidering the beſt on every ſides 11825 
That fro his luſt yet were him lever abide 

Than do ſo high a cherliſi wretchednefle 

Ageins fraunchiſe and alle gentilleſſe; 
For which in fewe wordes ſayd he thus: 
Madame, ſay to your Lord Arviragus 11830 
That ſin I ſce the grete gentilleſſe : 

Of him, and eke | ſee wel your diſtreſſe, 

That him wereleverhaveſhame(andthatwererouthe) 
Than ye to me ſhuld breken thus your trouthe, 
I hadde wel lever ever to ſuffren wo 11835 
Than to depart the love betwix you two. 

I you releſe, Madame; into your hond 

Quit every ſeurement and every bond 

That ye han made to me as herebeforne 

Sin thilke time that ye were yborne. 11840 
Have here my trouthe, I ſtral you never repreve 

Of no beheſt; and here I take my leve 

As of the tre weſt and the beſte wif 
That ever yet I knew in all my lif. 
D iij 
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But every wif beware of hire beheſt; 1184 
On Dorigene remembreth at the leſt, 
Thus can a ſqurer don a gentil dede 
As wel as can a knight, withouten drede. 
She thanketh him upon hire knees bare, 
And home unto hire huſbond is ſhe fare, 11850 
And told him all as ye han herd me ſayd; 
And, truſteth me, he was ſo wel apayd 
That it were impoſſible me to write. 
What ſhuld 1 lenger of this cas endite ? 
Arviragus and Dorigene his wif 11855 
In ſoveraine bliſſe leden forth hir lif, 
Never eft ne was ther anger hem betwene; 
He cheriſhed hire as though ſhe were a quene, 
And ſhe was to him trewe for evermore. 4 
Of thiſe two folk ye get of me no more. 118660 
Aurelius, that his coſt hath all forlorne, 
Curſeth the time that ever he was borne. 
Alas! quod he, alas that I behight 
Of pured gold a thouſand pound of wight | 
Unto this philoſophre! how ſhal I do? 11863 
I ſee no more but that I am fordo. X 
Min heritage mote | nedes fel], 
And ben a beggar here I n'ill not dwell, 
And ſhamen all my kinrede in this place, h 
But I of him may geten better grace: 11850. 
But natheles I wol of him aſſay 
At certain daics yere by yere to pay, 


. 
— 
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And thanke him of his grete curteſie. 
My trouthe wol | kepe, | wol not lie. 
With herte ſore he goth unto his cofre, 11873 
And broughte gold unto this philoſophre, 
The value of five hundred pound | geſſe, 
And him beſecheth of his gentilleſſe 
To graunt him daies of the remenaunt, 
And ſayde; Maiſter, I dare wel make avaunt 11890 
] failled never of my trouthe as yet; 
For ſikerly my dette ſhal be quit + 
Towardes you, how ſo that ever I fare 
To gon a begging in my kirtle bare: 
But wold ye vouchen fauf upon ſeurtee 11885 
Two yere or three for to reſpiten me, | 
Than were I wel, for elles mote I fell. 
Min heritage; ther is no more to tell. 
This philoſophre ſobrely anfwerd, | 
And ſaied thus, whan he thiſe wordes herd; 11890 
Have I not holden covenant to thee ? | 
Yes, certes, wel and trewely, quod he. 
Haſt thou not had thy lady as thee liketh ? 
No, no, quod he, and ſorwefully he ſiketh. 
What was the cauſe ? tell me if thou can. 11893 
Aurelius his tale anon began, * —_- 
And told him all as ye han herd before; 
It nedeth not reherſe it any more. 
He ſayd, Arviragus of gentilleſſe | 
Had lever die in ſorwe and in diſtreſſe 11900 
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Than that his wif were of hire trouthe fals. 
The ſorwe of Dorigene he told him als, 
How loth hire was to ben a wicked wif, 
And that ſhe lever had loſt that day hire lif; 
And that her trouth ſhe ſwore thurgh innocence; 
She never erſt hadde herd ſpeke of apparence: 11906 
That made me han of hire ſo gret pitee, | 
And right as freely as he ſent hire to me 
As freely ſent I hire to him again. 
This is all and ſom; ther nis no more to ſain. 11910 
The philoſophre anſwerd; Leve brother, 
Everich of you did gentilly to other: 
Thou art a ſquier, and he is a knight, 
But God forbede, for his blisful might, 
But if a clerk coud don a gentil dede 11915 
As wel as any of you, it is no drede. 
Sire, I releſe thee thy thouſand pound, 
As thou right now were crope out of the ground, 
Ne never er now ne haddeſt knowen me: 
For, Sire, I wol not take a peny of thee 11920 
For all my craft, ne nought for my travaille: 
Thou haſt ypaied wel for my vitaille. 
It is ynough, and farewel, have good day. 
And toke his hors, and forth he goth his way. 
Lordings, this queſtion wold 1 axen now, 11925 
Which was the moſte free, as thinketh you? 
Now telleth me or that ye further wende. 
I can no more, my Tale is at an ende. 
. 11926, Which was the maſte free] The ſame queſtion is 
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THE DOCTOURES PROLOGUE. - 
Ye, let that paſſen, quod our Hoſte, as now. 7 
Sire Doctour of Phyſike, 1 prey you, 11930 
Tell us a Tale of ſom honeſt matere. | ; 

lt ſhal be don, if that ye wol it here, 

Said this Doctour, and his Tale began anon. & 

Now, good men, quod he, herkeneth everich on. 
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Tarn was, as telleth Titus Livins, 11933 
A knight that cleped was Virginius, £ 
Fulfilled of honour and worthineſſe, 
And ſtrong of ſrendes, and of gret richeſſe. 

This knight a doughter hadde by his wif; 
No children had he mo in all his lift. 11940 
Faire was this maid in excellent beautee 
Aboven every wight that man may ſee, 
For Nature hath with ſoveraine diligence 
Yformed hire in ſo gret excellence 


ſtated in the concluſion of Boccace's Tale. Philoc. . v.; * Di 
* bitaſi ora qual di coſtoro fuſſe maggior liberalita,” Fc. The 
queen determines in favour of the hoſband. 

. 11929. Te, let that paſſen} I have ſaid all that I have to 
ſay in favour of this Prologue to The DoQonr's Tale in the Dij- 
courſe, Oc. { 28. It is only found in mf. A. In mil. C.1, HA. the 
following note is at the end of The Frankelein's Tale; ** Here 
*erdeth the Fr. T. and biginneth The Phiſiciens'Tale without 
« a Prologe.” 

The DoAnures Tale] Virginius flayeth his onely daughter, ra- 
ther than ſhe ſhall be defiled by the letcherousjudge Appius. . 
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As though ſhe wolde ſayn, Lo, I Nature, 11945 
Thus ean I forme and peint᷑ a creature, . 


Wuhan that me liſt: who can me contrefete? 


Pigmalion ? not chough he ay forge and bete, 
Or grave, or peinte; for I dare wel ſaia 

Apelles, Xeuxis, ſnulden werche in vain 11950 
Other to grave, or peinte, or forge, or bete, | 

If they preſumed me to contrefete: 

For he that is the former principal 

Hath maked me his vicaire general | 
To forme and peinten erthly creatures 11955 
Right as me liſt; and eche thing in my cure is 
Under the mone that may wane and ware; 

And for my werk right nothing wol I axe: 

My lord and I ben ful of on accord; 
I made hire to the worſhip of my lord. 11960 
So do I all min other creatures, 

What colour that they han or what figures. 

Thus ſemeth me that Nature wolde ſay. 

This maid of age twelf yere was and tway 

In which that Nature haude ſwiche delit; 11965 
For right as ſhe can peint a lily whit 


And red a roſe, right with ſwiche peinture 


She peinted hath this noble creature 
Er ſhe was borne upon hire limmes free, 
Wheras by right ſwiche colours ſhulden be; 11970 
And Phebus died hath hire treſſes grete 
Like to the ſtremes of his burned hete. 
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And if that excellent were hire beautee, | 
A thouſand fold more qa! / 


In hire ne lacked no condition | 2199 
That is to preiſe, as by e 28200 rut n 
As wel in gol as body chaſt was ine, 
For which ſhe floured invvirginitee 
Wich all humilitee and abſtinence; 1, 7 
With all attemperance and patience,/” 11980 
With meſure eke of bering and arragxg. 


Diſcrete ſhe was in anſwering away 
Though ſhe were wiſe as Pallas, dare Ifain, 
Hire facounde eke ful womanly and * - | 
No contrefeted termes hadde ſhe - 181985 
To ſemen wiſe, but aſter hire Rd aan #177 7-8 
She ſpake, and all hire wordes more and leſſe 
Souning in vertue and in gentilleſſe. 

Shamefaſt ſhe was in maidens ſhamefaſtneſſc, 
Conſtant in herte, and ever in beſineſſe 11990 
To drive hire out of idel flogardie. +2 51 
Bacchus had of hire mouth right no maiſtrie, 

For wine and youthe don Venus encreſe, 

As men in fire wol caſten oile and greſe. 

And of hire owen vertue unconſtreined 11993 
She hath hireſelf ful often ſike yfeined, 


V. 11993. For wine and youthe] The cootex, tink, roquire 
that we thould read 
For wine and fouthe don Venus encrefe. 

He is giving the reaſon why the avoided fogardie, and did not. | 
permit Bacchus to have maiſtrie of hire mouth, becauſe wine | 
and flouthe encreaſe the amorous inclinations, as oil and greſe | 
do fire. 1 can make no ſenſe n. or thoughte, as ſome mil. | 
read. 


at THE DOCTOURES TALE. 

For that ſhe wolde fleen the compagnie 
Wher likely was to treteu of folie, 

A is ut feſtes, at revels; and at dances, 
That ben occaſions oſ daliances. IG 
Swiche thinges maken children for to be 
To ſone ripe and bold, as men may ſee, 


Which is ful perilous; and hath ben yore; 


For al to ſone may ſhe lernen lore 
Of boldneſſe whan ſhe woxen is a wif. 
And ye maiſtreſſes in your olde lif, 
That lordes doughters han in governance, 
Ne taketh of my wordes diſpleſance: 
Thinketh that ye ben ſet in governinges 
Of lordes doughters only for two thinges, 
Other for ye han kept your honeſlee, 
Or elles for ye han fallen in freeltee, 
And knowen wel ynough the olde dance, 
And han forſaken fully fwiche meſchance - 
For evermo; therfore for Criſtes ſake 
To teche hem vertue loke that ye ne flake. 
A theef of veniſon, that hath forlaft 
His Iikerouſneſſe and all his olde craft, 
Can kepe a foreſt belt of any man : 


Naw kepeth hem wel, for if ye wol ye can. 


Loke wel that ye unto no vice aflent, 
Leſt ye be damned for your wikke entent, 
For who ſo doth a traytour is certain: 
And taketh kepe of that I ſhal you ſais ; 


4 \ 


I2CCS 


12075 


120 20 


. : my. 
13 wha «wig berth eee. 
Ve fathers; and ye muthers eke alſo ; - 
| Though ye han children,beitowor n ĩ; 
Your is the charge of all hir ſurvean tec, 
While that they ben under your governanee : 12030 
Beth ware that by enſample of yout Mini, 3 
Or by your negligence in chafliſinſg, 


That they ne periſh, for I dare wel ſaye 
If that they don ye ſhul ĩt dere abeye. 
Under a ſhepherd ſoſt and negligent 132035 
mn, yn 47m E Tb 
- 'Sufficeth:this enſample how as here, 25 
For I mote turne agen to my matere. 
This maid, of which d Gele Tlle-capretie,: 
She kept hireſelf, hire neded no maiſtteſſe, 12040 
For in hire living maidens mighten rede, 
That longeth to a maiden'vertuous: 
She ns eee eee ; 
For which the fame out ſprong on every ſide 10 
Both of hire beautee and hire bountee wide, 
That thargh tho loud they preifed hir.och one. 
That loved vertue, ſauf Envie alone, BY 
That ſory is of other mannes wele, n 
And glad is of his ſorwe and his unhele. 12050 
The Doctour maketh this deſcrĩptioun. 
This maiden on a day went in the tounn 
7. e e rr NITRO 
Felume IV. E 
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Toward a temple, with hire mother dere, 
As is of yonge maidens the manere. © - 

Now was ther than a juſtice in that toun T2OSS 
CNET EO dete DN 1 
And ſo befell this juge his eyen caſt 
Upon this maid, avifing hire ful faſt 
As ſhe came forth by ther this juge ſtood 
Anon his herte changed and his mood, + 12060 
So was he caught with beautee of this maid, 

And to himſelf ful prively he ſaid, 
This maiden ſhal be min for any man. 

Anon the fend into his herte ran, 4 | 
And taught him ſodenly that he by fleight 12c65 
This maiden to his purpos winnen might ; 
For certes by no force ne by no mede 
Him thought he was not able for to ſpede ; 
For ſhe was ſtrong of frendes, and eke ſhe 
Confermed'was in ſwiche ſoveraine bountee 12070 
That wel he wiſt he might hire never winne | 
As for to make hire with hire body ſinne: 
For which with gret deliberatioun 
He ſent after a cherl was in the toun, 


of ra\. C. 1, is written Auguſt inus, which means, I ſuppoſe, that 
this deſcription of Envy is taken from St. Auſtin hut I doubt 
whether Chaucer meant to quote that ſaint by the title of The 
Doctour: it rather ſeems to be an idle parenthefis, like that 
ver.7269. 

v. 12074. a cherl} So the beft mſſ. and ed. Ca. 2. The com - 
mon editt. have client, In the Rom. de la R. where this tory is 


1 
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The which he knew for ſotil and for bold. 12075 

This juge unto this cherl his tale hath told © 

In ſecree wiſe, and made him to enſure. | 

He ſhulde tell it to no creature, | 

And if he did he ſhulde leſe his hede. | f 

And whan aſſented was this curſed rede 12080 

Glad was the juge, and maked him gret chere, 

And yaf him yeftes precious and dere. 
Whan ſhapen was all hir conſpiracie 

Fro point to point, how that his lecherie 

Parformed ſhulde be ful ſotilly, 112085 

As ye ſhul here it after openly, | ' 

Home goth this cher], that highte Claudius; 

This falſe juge, that highte Appius, 

(So was his name, for it is no fable, 

But knowen for an hiſtorial thing notable; 12090 

The ſentence of it ſoth is out of doute) 

This falſe juge goth now faſt aboute 

To haſten his delit all that he may. 

And ſo befell, ſone after on a day | 

This falſe juge, as telleth us the ſtorie, 12095 

As he was wont, ſat in his conſiſtor ie, 

And yaf his domes upon ſondry cas, 

This falſe cherl came forth a ful gret pas, 


told [ver. 5815-5894. ] Claudius is called Sergent of Appius; 
and accordingly Chaucer a little lower, ver. 12204, calls him 
gervant - unto— Appius. In the Diſcourſe, c. 29, I forgot 
to mention the Ram. de la Roſe as one of the ſources of this 
Tale, though upon examination I find that out Author has 
drawn more from thence than from either Gowet or Livy. 


And ſaide; Lord; if that it be ybur will, 
As doth me right upon this pitous bill, 1210 
In which I plaine upon Virginius; 8 
And if that he wol ſayn it is not thus 
I wol it preve, and finden good witneſſe 
That ſoth is tliat my bille wol expreſſeeeQ. 
The juge anſwerd, Of this in his _ err; 
I may not yeve diſſinitif ſentence. | 1 
Let don bim call; ed I wol gladiy here: I 
Thou ſhalt have right and no wrong as now here. 
Virginius came to wete the juges will, 
And right anon was red this curſed bill; 12rts 
The ſentence of it was as ye ſhul here. | 
To you my Lord Sire Appius fo dere 
Sheweth your poure ſervant Claudius 
How that a knight called Virginius 
Agein the lawe, agein all equitee, 12115 
Holdeth, expreſſe agein the will of me, 
My ſervant which that is my thral by right, 
Which from min hous was ſtulen on a night 
While that ſhe was ful yong; I wobl it preve 
By witneſſe, Lord, ſo that it you not greve: 12120 
She n'is his doughter nought, What ſo he ſay; 
Wherſore to you, my Lord the juge, I pray; 
Velde me my thral, if that it be your will. 
Lo, this was all the ſentence of his bill. 
Virginius gan upon the cherl behold; 12125 
But R | 


* 


— 
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And wold han preved it as ſhuld a knight, 

And eke by witneſling of many a wight - 

That all was falſe that ſaid his adverſary, 

This curſed juge wolde nothing tary, + 12130 

Ne here a word more of Virginius, 

But yave his jugement, and ſaide thus: 
deme anon this cherl his ſervant have; 

Thou ſhalt no lenger in thin hous hire ſave; 

Go bring hire forth, and put hire in our ward: 12135 

The cherl ſhal have his thral; thus I award. 
And whan this worthy knight Virginius, 

'Thurgh ſentence of this juſtice Appius, 

Muſte by force his dere doughter yeven 

Unto the juge, in lecherie to liven, 12140 

He goth him home, and ſet him in his hall, | 

And let anon his dere doughter call; 

And with a face ded as aſhen cold 

Upon hire humble face he gan behold, , 

With fadres pitee ſtiking thurgh his herte, 12145 

Al wold he from his purpos not. converte, 
Doughter, quod he, Virginia by thy name, 

Ther ben two waies, other deth or ſhame, 

That thou muſt ſuffre, alas that | was bore! 

For never thou deſervedeſt wherfore 12150 

To dien with a ſwerd or with a knif. 

O dere doughter, ender of my lif! | 

Which have foftred up with ſwiche pleſance 

That thou were never out of my remembrance ; 


Eiij 
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O doughter l which that art my laſte way” 12155 
And in my lif my laſte joye alſo; 

O gemme of chaſtitee! in patience 

Take thou thy deth, for this is my ſentence; 

For love and not for hate thou muſt be ded; 

My pitous hond muſt ſmiten of thin hed. 12160 
Alas that ever Appius thee ſay! | 
Thus hath he falſely juged thee to-day. 

And told hire all the cas, as ye before 

Han herd; it nedeth not to tell it more. 

O mercy, dere father ! quod this maid. 12165 

And with that word ſhe both hire armes laid : 
About his necke, asſhe was wont todo, 
(The teres braſt aut of hire eyen two) : 
And ſaid, Ogoode father! ſhal I die? - 
Is ther no grace? is ther no remedie? _ 12170 

No certes, dere doughter min! quod he. 

Than yeve me leiſer, father min, quod ſhe, 

My deth for to complaine a litel ſpace; 

For parde Jepte yave his donghter grace 

For to complaine.or he hire flow, alas! | 12175 
And God it wot nothing was hire 060 | 


FV. 12159. Hr love] Rom. de la R. 5371,; 


Car par amour et ſans haine 

A ſa belle fille Virgine 

Tantoft a la fete chupee, 

Et puis au Fuge preſentee | 
Devant tous en plain Con . 

Et le Juge, ſelon Vhyftoire, : 
Le commanda taatoll a prendre 


see below, ver. 121903. The ſpeeches of Virginius and his 
daughter are of Chaucer s own invention. 
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But for ſh e ran hire father firſt to ſe, 5 V 
To welcome him with gret ſolempnitee. 

And with that word ſhe fell eee. ; 
And after, whan hire fwouning was agon, roads 
She riſeth up, and to hire father ſaid; 
Bleſſed be God that l ſhal die a maid! > -: | 


Yeve me my deth or that E have a ſhame: | | 
Doth with your child your wille a Goddes name. 
And with that word ſhe praied him ful oft 12185 
That with his ſwerd he wolde ſmite hire ſoſt; 
And with that word aſwoune again ſhe fell. 
Hire father, with ful ſorweful herte and will, 
Hire hed of ſmote, and by the top it hent, ' 
And to the juge he gan it to preſent, $2190 
As he ſat yet in dome inconliſtorie. - |, | 

And whan the juge it ſaw, as ſaith the mers 
He bad to take him and anhang him faſt : 
But right anon a thouſand peple in thraſt | 
To ſave the knight for routh and for pins, 12195 
For knowen was the falſe-iniquitee. | | 

The peple anon had.ſuſpeR in this thing, 
By maner of the cherles chalenging, 
That it was by the aſſent of Appius 
They wiſten wel that he was lecherous: ' 'x2200 
For which unto this Appius they gon, >; 
And caſte him in a priſon right anon, 
Whereas he flow himſelf; and Claudius, 
That ſcrvant was unto this Appius, 
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Was demed for to hange upon a tree, 12203 

But that Virginius of his pitee | * 

So prayed for him that he was exiled, 

And elles certes had he ben begiled : 

The remenant were anhanged, more and leſſe, 

That were conſentant of this curſedneſſe. 12210 
Here men may ſee how fin hath his merite : 

Beth ware, for no man wot whom God wol ſmite 

In nodegree, ne in which maner wiſe 

The worme of conſcience may agriſe 

Of wicked lif, though it ſo privee be 12215 

That no man wote therof ſauf God and he; 

For be he lewed man or elles lered 

He n'ot how ſone that he ſhal ben afered: 

Therfore I rede you this conſeil take, 8 

Forſaketh ſinne or ſinne you forſake. 12220 


THE PARDONERES PROLOGUE. 


Ou Hoſte gan to ſwere as he were wood, 
Harrow! (quod he) by nailes and by blood 

This was a falſe cherl and a falſe juſtice. 

As ſhameful deth as herte can di viſe ; 

Come to thiſe juges and hir advocas. 12225 
Algate this fely maide is ſlain, alas? 

Alas! to dere abought ſhe hire beautee 

Wherfore | ſay that al day man may fee 

That yeſtes of Fortune and of Nature 

Ben cauſe of deth to many a creature. 12230 
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Hire beautee was hire deth, I Is 

Alas! ſo pitouſly as ſhe was ſlain. $494 ml 
Of bothe yeftes that I ſpeke of no 1 
Men hn ful often more for harm than f. 

But trewely, min owen maiſter dere, 0 
This was a pitous Tale for to here:: 
But natheles paſſe over is no ſorce. 

I pray to God to ſave thy gentil corpa, 

And eke thyn urinals and thy jordanes, | 
God bleſle hem and our Lady Seinte Marie. 

So mote I the thou art a propre man, E eta t 4 io 
And like a prelat, by Scint Ronian. 9 


F. 12233. Of bothe yeftes] This line is reftored' from mi. 
C. 1, HA. It had W 
ſollowing; * 

But hereof wol I not procced as now. 

F. 12236. @pitous Tale] This is the reading of twogood mil. 
A. and HA. but I believe it to be a gloſs: the other copies read 
erneful, which is near the truth. It thould be ermefid. Farm? , 
Sax. ſignifies miſer. Hence carmelice, miſerè, Chr. Sax. 65, 
earmthe, miſeria, ibid. 141. And a little lower, ver. 12246, 79 
erme is uſed for to grieve, as the Sax. ecu mian is, (hr. Sax. 
188, 14. 

F. 12239. thy jordanes] This word is in Nun bam, p. 285 ; 
„Du ollz, quas Jordanes vocamus, ad eus collum colligan- 
„tur.“ This is part of the puniſhment of a pretended ph+#cus 
et aftrologus who had deceived the people by a falle prediction, 
Hollinſhed calls them two jorden pots, p. 440. 

v. 12240. Thin Ypocras] Ypocras (or Hippocras) and Gatianes 
ſhould both have been printed as IT OI mi- 
tial letters. See the note on ver. 433. 


mat 
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Said I not wel? I cannot ſpcke in terne; 12248 
But wel 1 wot thou doſt min herte to erme, 
That I have almoſt caught a cardiacle: 
By corpus Demini but I have triacle, 
Or elles a draught of moiſt and corny ale, 
Or but I here anon a mery Tale, TON 12250 
Myn herte is loſt for pitee of this une 
Thou bel amy, thou Pardoner, he ſaid, 
Tel us ſom mirth of japes right anon. 

it ſnal be don, quod he, by Seint Ronion. g 
But firſt (quod he) here at this ale-ſtake 12255 
I wol both drinke and biten on a cake. | 
But right anon thiſe gentiles gan to erie; 

Nay, let him tell us of no ribaudrie: 
Tell us ſora moral thing, that we mow lere 
Som: wit, and thanne wol we giadly here. 12260 
1 graunte ywis, quod he; but | muſt thinke 
Upon ſom honeſt thing while that I drinke. 


F. 12245. Said I not wel] All the beſt mil. agree in giving 
this phraſe to the Hoſt in this plate. It muſt remind us of the 
ſimilar phraſe, Sai! 7 <ve! ? which occurs ſo frequently in the 
mouth of Shakeſpcare's Hoſt of the Garter, and may be ſuffi- 
cient, with the other circumſtances of genera! reſemblance, to 
make us believe that 3hiakeſperre when he drew chat charac - 
ter had not forgotten his Chaucer. 
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THE PARDONERES TALES.” " 
Loxpixcs quod he, in chirche whan [ preche 


peine me to have an hautein ſpeche 

And ring it out as round as goth a bell, Sadly 

For I can all by rote that I tell. . tot 

My teme is alway on, and ever was, 0; 4 

Radix malorum e cupiditas. | | 
Firſt I pronounce whennes that I come, 

And than my bulles ſhe w 1 all and ſome ; 12270 

Our liege lordes ſele on my patente „ 

That ſhew | firſt, my body to warrente, 

That no man be ſo bold, ne preeſt ne clerk, 

Me to diſturbe of Criſtes holy werk: 


And after that than tell | forth my tales. 122 75 | 


Bulles of popes and of cardinales, 

Of patriarkes and biſhoppes, | ſhewe, 

And in Latin I ſpeke a wordes fewe 

To ſaffron with my predication, | 
And for to ſtere men to devotien : 12280 


The Pardoneres Tale] A company of riotours conſpire to kill 
Death, who killeth them one after another. Spegbt. 

V. 12279. To ſafron] So mf, A. and ed. Ca. 2. I have pre- 
ferred it to the common reading, ſavor, as more expreſſive, 
and leſs likely to have been a gloſs. Safron was uſed to give 
colour as well as flavour. The next lines are thus read in 
mil. C. 1, Afe. 1, 2, HA.; 


In every village and in every toun 
This is my teme, and ſhal, and ever was, 
Radix malorum eft cupiditar. 

Than ſhew I forth, Oc. 


And perhaps I ought to have ſollowed them, 


. 
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Than bey I forth my lounge criſtal ſtones, | 
Ycrammied ful of cloutes and of bones 
Relikesthey ben, as wenen they echon. 
Than have Lin laton a ſhulder bone 6 ad 
Which that was of an holy lewes ſhepe. _ 12295 
Good men, ſay I, takeof my wordes kepe:: 
If that this bone be waſhe in auy well, N 
If cow, or calf, or ſhepe, or axe, ſwell 
That any worm hath ete, or worm yſtonge, 
Take water of that well and waſh his tonge, RP 
And it is hole anon: and forthermore, | 
Gf pockes and of ſcab, and every fore, 
Shal every ſhepe be hole that of this well 
Drinketh a draught : take kepe of that I tell. 
I chat the good man that the beſtes oweth 12293 
Wol every weke, er that the cok him crowetb, 
- Faſting ydrinken of this well a dranght, 
His beſtes and his ſtore ſhal multiplie : Lad 
And, Sires, alſo it heleth jalouſtez _ 12300 
eee emen | 
Let maken with this water his potage, 
And never ſhal he more his wif miſtriſt, 
Though he the ſoth of hire deſaute wiſt, 
Al had the taken preeſtes two or three. 12303 
Here is a mitaine eke that ye may ſee: | 
He that his hand wol put in this mitaine 
He ſhal have multiplying of his graine, 
F. 12297. Faſting pdrinken} The prepokitive. 9 
deco added for the fake of the metre, 
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Whan he hath ſoweny be it whete or otes, 
So that he offer pens or elles grotas. 13310 
And men and women, o thing warne you; --: ! 
H anywiglit be in this chirche na 
That hath don ſinne horrible; ſo that he 575 141 
Dare not for — R019 NF The dne 
Or any woman, be ſhe yong or old. n 
That hath ymade hire huſhond — 
Swiche ſolk ſhul han ao power ne ee 
To offer to my relikes in this place: : 
And who ſo ſindeth him out of ſwiche me 
He wol come up and offer in vue . an 
And l aſſoyle him by the auctoritee | 
Which that by bulle ygranted was to me. 
By this gaude have I wonnen yere byyere | 
An hundred mark ſin I was Pardonere. + 
I ſtonde like a elerk in my pulpet, 12325 
And whan the lewed peple is duun yſet 
L preche ſo as e han herd before, 
And tell an hundred falſe japes more: 
Than peine I me to ſtretchen forth my necke, 
And eſt and weſt upon the peple i becke, 12330 
As doth a dove fitting upon a berne: e 
Mya hondes and my tonge gon ſo yerne, 
That it is joye to ſee my beſineſſe. 
Of avarice and of ſwiche curſedneſſe 
Is all my preching, for to make hem free 12335 
To yeve hir pens, and namely unto me; | | 
Felume IF. F 
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For min entente is not but for to winne, 

And nothing for correction of ſinne: 

recke never whan that they be beried 

Though that hir ſoules gon a blake beried. 12340 
For certes many a predication 

Cometh oft time of evil entention; 

Sam for pleſance of folk and flaterie, 

To ben avanced by hypocriſie; 

And ſorn for vaine glorie, and ſom for hate: 12345 
For whan l dare non other wayes debate, 

Than wol 1 ſting him with my tonge ſmerte 

In preching, ſo that he ſhal not aſterte 

To ben defamed falſely, if that he 

Hath treſpaſed to my brethren or to me: I2350 
For though I telle not his propre name, by 
Men ſhal wel knowen that it is the ſame 

By ſignes, and by other circumſtances. 

Thus quite I folk that don us diſpleſances, 
'Thus ſpit I out my venime under hewe 12355 
Of holineſſe, to ſeme holy and trewe. 

But ſhortly min entente I wol deviſe; 

I preche of nothing but for covetiſe, 

Therfore my teme is yet, and ever was, 

Radix malorum eft capiditas. 12360 


— 


F. 12340. gon a blake beried] So all the mſl. I think, except 
AA. 2, which reads on blake be ryed. Skinner explains blakebes 
ried to mean © in nigras et inauſpicatas domos miſſus.” I really 
cannot gueſs what it means. 

F. 12341. fi certcs] See R. R. ver. 5763; 

For oft gode predicacioun 
Comcth of evil cutencioun. 
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Thus can I preche again the ſame vice r 
Which that I uſe; and that is avarice. F 7 


But though myſelf be gilty in that ſinne, 023 28T 
Yet can | maken other folk to rwinne © © 37549 


From avarice; and ſore hem to repente 12365 
But that is not my principal entente 
I preche nothing but for covetiſ mee. 
Of this matere it ought ynough ſufſe. Had ad 
Than tell I hem enſamples many on 
Of olde ſtories longe time agon, 122 2370 


For lewed peple loven tales old 
Swiche thinges can they wel report and bolde. N 


What ? trowen ye that whiles | may preche 
And winnen gold and ſilver for I teche, | 
That | wol live in poverte wilfully ? 12375 


Nay, nay; I thought it never trewely: 

For | wol preche and beg in ſondry londes, 

I wol not do no labour with min hondes, 

Ne make baſkettes for to live therby, | 

Becauſe I wol not beggen idelly. 12380 

I wol non of the apoſtles contrefete; 

I wol have money, wolle, cheſe, and whete, 

Al were it yeven of the poureſt page, 

Or of the poureſt widewe in a village, | 

Al ſhulde hire children ſterven for famine: 12385 

Nay, | wol drinke the licour of the vine, Ga, | 

And have a joly wenche in every toun. - | | 
Bur herkeneth, Lordings, in concluſioun, BY 

F ij 


% 
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Your liking is that l ſhal tell a Tale. 
Now | have Cronke a draught of corny as 12396 
By God | hope I ſhal you tell a thing 
That ſhal by reſon ben at your liking; 
For though myſelf be a ful vicious man, 
A moral Tale yet you tellen can, 
Which | am wont to prechen for to winne. 12395 
Now hold your pees, my Tale Iwol beginne. 
In Flandreswhilam was a compagnie 

Of yonge folk that haunteden folie, 
As hafard, riot, ſtewes, and tavernes, 
Vheras with harpes, lutes, and giternes, 1240 
They dance and plaie at dis bothe day PEN 
And ete alſo and drinke over hir might, 
Thurgh which they don the devil ſacrifice, 
Within the devils temple, in curſed wiſe, 
By ſuperfluitee abhominable. 12405 
Hir othes ben ſo gret and ſo damnable 
That it is griſly for to here hem ſwWere. 
Our blisful Lordes body they to-tere; 
Hem thought the Jewes rent him not ynough; 
And eche of hem at others finnelough. 12410 

And right anon in comen tonibeſteres 
Fetis and ſmale, and yonge fruiteſteres, 


N. 12400. em tbougbt the Fewes) The ſame thought is re- 
peated in The Ferſones Tale. 

12411. tombeferet] Women - dancets, from the Sax. um- 
ban, to dance. He uſes the word again in The Tef. of Low. b. 2. 
The editt. read tomileteres, which is a later word formed (like 
our tumbler) from tumbelan, the frequentative of tumban.—— 


— 
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Singers with harpes, baudes, wafereres, 

Which ben the veray devils officeres, _ _ 

To kindle and blow the fire of lecherie, 12415 

That is annexed unto glotonie. | 

The holy writ take I to my witneſſe 

That luxurie is in wine and dronkeneſſe. 
Lo, how that dronken Loth unkindely 

Lay by his daughters two unwetingly; 12420 

So dronke he was he n'iſte what he wrought. 
Herodes, who ſo wel the ſtories ſought, 

Whan he of wine replete was at his feſte, 

Right at his owen table he yave his heſte 

To fleen the Baptiſt John ful gilteles. 12425 
Seneca ſaith a good word douteles; 

He ſaith he can no difference find 

Betwix a man that is out of his mind 

And a man whiche that is dronkelew; - | 

But that woodneſle, yfallen in a ſhrew, * 12430 

Perſevereth lenger than doth dronkeneſſe. 
O glotonie! full of curſedneſſe, 

O cauſe firſt of our confuſion! 

O original of our damnation ! 


With reſpeR to the termination in ere, ſee the note on ver. 
2019; and inthe next line fxuiteſeres are to be- underſtood to be 
female ſellers of fruit. 

F. 12417. The holy writ] In marg. C. 1. ; © Nolite incbriari 
vino, in quo eſt luxuria.” 

. 12426. Seneca] Perhaps he refers to Epiſt. 8 3.; ©© Extende 
jn plures dies illum ebrii habitum : nunquid de furore dubi - 
* tabis? nunc quoque non "__ minor ſed brevior,” 


F iij 
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Til Criſt had bought us with his blood again: 12435 

Loketh how dere, ſhortly for to ſain, 
Abought was thilke curſed vilanie : 

__ Corrupt was all this world for glotonie. 

Adam our father, and his wif alſo, | 
Fro Paradis to labour and to wo 12440 
Were driven for that vice, it is no drede; 

For while that Adam faſted, as I rede, 

He was in Paradis, and whan that he 

Ete of the fruit defended on a tree 

Anon he was out caſt to wo and peine. 12445 
O glotonie ! on thee wel ought us plaine. 
O] wiſt a man how many maladies. 
Folwen of exceſſe and of glotonies, 

He wolde ben the more meſurable wh 
Of his diete, ſitting at his table. 12450 
Alas! the ſhorte throte, the tendre mouth, 

Maketh that eſt and weſt, and north and ſouth, 

In erthe, in air, in water, men to-ſwinke 

To gete a gloton deintee mete and drinke. 

Of this matere, O Poule! wel canſt thou trete: 12455 
Mete unto wombe, and wombe eke unto mete, 

Shal God deſtroien bothe, as Paulus ſaith. 

Alas! a foule thing is it by my faith, 


. 12442. For while that Alam] At this line the margin of 
mi. C. i, quotes Hieronym. c. Fovinian. ; * Quam diu jejunavit 
Adam in paridiſo fuit. Comedit et ejectus eſt. Statim duxit 
« ugxorem.” 

v. 12456. Mete unzo wwombe] In marg. C. 1.3 Eſca ven- 
« tri,” Oc. 


- 
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To ſay this word, and fouler is the dede, 
Whan man ſo drinketh of the white e 1260 | 
That of his throte he maketh his privee - 

Thurgh thilke curſed ſuperfluitee. 

The apoſtle ſaith weping ful pitouſly, : 
Ther walken many of which you told have j; 
I ſay it now weping with pitous vois 1246 
That they ben enemies of Criſtes crois 
Of whiche the end is deth; womb. is hir God: 

O wombe, o belley! ſtinking is thy cod, 

Fulfilled of dong and of corzuptioun; 

At either end of thee foule is the ſoun. 12470 
How gret labour and coſt is thee to find! 

Thiſe cokes how they ſtamp, and ſtrein, and-grind, . 
And turnen ſubſtance into accident; 

To fulfill all thy likerous talent! 

Out of the hardy bones knocken they 12475 
The mary, for they caſten nought away 5 
That may go thurgh the gullet ſoft and ſote: 

Of ſpicerie, of leef, of barke, and rote, 


- 


Shal ben his ſauſe ymaked, by delit 8 
To make him yet a newer appetit: 12480 og 
But certes he that haunteth ſwiche delices 

Is ded while that he liveth in tho vices.” 


F. 12463. The apofle faith] Philippians iii. 18. 
V. 12468. finking is thy cod] So mf. C.; or we may read, 
with mſ. B. J. o foule ſinking cod. | 
V. 12471. fo find] To ſupply : fo ver. 14335. ; 
She found hireſelf and eke hire doughtren two. 
Sce alſo P. P. fol. 80.; 
For a ſrend that Sndeth him faileth him never at nede. 


© e444 > — — 


63 THE PARDONERES TALE; 


A lecherous thing is wine, and dronkenefſe 
Is ful of ſtriving and of wretchedneſſe. 
O dronken man! disfigured is thy face, I2485 
Sour is thy breth, foul art thou to enbrace, 3 
And thurgh thy dronken noſe femeth the ſoun 
As though thou ſaideſt ay Sampſoun ! Sampſoun ! 
And yet, God wot, Sampſoun dronk never no wine: 
Thou faleſt as it were a ſtiked ſwine; 12490 
Thy tonge is loſt, and all thin honeſt cure, 
For dronkeneſſe is veray ſepulture 
Of mannes wit and his diſcretion. 
In whom that drinke hath domination 
He can no conſeil kepe, it is no drede. 2498 
Now kepe you fro the whitEand fro the rede, 
And namely fro the white wine of Lepe, += 
That is to fell in Fiſhſtrete and in Chepe. x 
This wine of Spaigne crepeth ſubtilly 
In other wines growing faſte by, 12500 


v. 12497. the tobite wine of Lepe] According to the geogra- 
phers Lepe was not far from Cadiz. This wine, of whatever ſort 
it may have been, was probably much ſtronger than the Gaſ- 
con wines uſually drunk in England. La Rochelle and Bour- 
deaux, [ver. 12505, ] the two chief ports of Gaſcony, were 
both in Chaucer's time part of the, Engliſh dominions.—Spa- 
nith wines might alſo be more alluring upon account of their 
greater rarity. Among the orders of the royal houſehold, in 
1604, is the following; [mf. Harl 293, fol. 162.] * And where- 
«© as in tymes patt Spanith wines, called Sacke, were little or noe 
« whit uſed in our courte, and that in later years, though not 
* of ordinary allowance, it was thought convenient that no- 
« blemen, c. might have a boule or glaſs, c. We under- 
« ftanding that it is now uſed as common drinke, fc. reduce 
the allowance to xii gallons a day for the court,” Cc. 
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of which ther riſeth ſwiche-fumoſitee; IE 12 Fa 
That whan a man hath dronken draughtes three, 
And weneth that he be at home in Chepe; : | 
He is in Spaigne, right at the toun of Lepe, on 
Not at the Rochell, ne at Burdeux toun, 150g 
And thanne wol he ſay Sampſoun! Sampſoun! 
But herkeneth, Lordings, o word, I you pray, 
That all the ſoveraine actes, dare I ſay, 
Of victories in the Olde Feſtament, 
Thurgh veray God that is omnipotent, 12516 
Were don in abſtinence and in pray ere; | 
Loketh the Bible, and ther ye mo it lere. 
Loke, Attila the grete conquerout 
Died in his ſlepe with ſhame and er 15 
Bleding ay at his noſe in dronkeneſſe: 12518 
A capitaine ſhulde live in ſobreneſſ. 
And over all this aviſeth you right wel 
What was commanded unto Lamuel; 
Not Samuel, but Lamuel, fay I. - | | 
Redeth the Bible, and find.it expreſly I2520 
Of wine yeving to hem that have juſtice. 
No more of this, for it may wel ſuffice. 
And now that | have ſpoke of glotonie, 
Now wol | you defenden haſardrie, + 
Haſard is veray moder of leſinges, T2525 
And of deceite and curſed forſweringes, -. 
Blaſpheming of Crit, manſlaughter, and waſt alſo - 
Of catel, and of time; and forthermo 


. 12520, Redeth the Bible] Proverbs xxxi. 4. 
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It is repreve, and contrary of honour _ 
For to ben hold a commun haſardour, I2530 
And ever the higher he is of eſtat 
The more he is holden deſolat. 
If that a prince uſeth haſarderie, 

In alle governance and policie | 

He is, as by commun opinion, 12535 
Yhold the leſſe in reputation. | | 

Stilbon, that was a wiſe bites; 

Was ſent to Corinth with ful gret honour 

Fro Calidone, to maken hem alliance; 

And whan he came he happed him par chance 125 40 
That all the greteſt that were of that lond 
Yplaying atte haſard he hem fond; 
For which, as ſone as that it mighte be, - — 

He ſtale him home agein to his contree, * 


F. 12537. Stilbon] John of Saliſbury (from whom our Au- 
thor probably took this ſtory and the following) calls him Chi- 
lon, Polycrat. I. 1. c. 5. ; Cbilon Lacedzmonius, jungendæ 
4 ſocictatis cauſa miſſus Corinthum, duces et ſeniores populi 
* fjudentes invenit in alea. Infecto itaque negotio reverſus 
« eſt,” c. Accordingly in v 12539, mf. C. 1, reads very 
rightly Lacedomye inftead of ne, the common reading. 
Our Author has uſed before racaloni for Lacedemon, ver. 
11692. 

F. 12542. Waying atte bafard) I have added the prepoſi- 
tive y for the ſake of the metre. Atte is a diſſyllahle. It was ori- 
ginally atten, and is ſo uſed by R. G. p. 379, 431. It has been 
frequently corrupted into at the; but in Chaucer it may (and 
I think ſhould} almoſt every where be reftored. Sce ver. 125, 
3934, 4303, where ſome mſſ. have preſerv ed the true read- 
ings—atice Bowe ; ante full, 
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And ſayde ther; I wol not leſe my name, 12345 
Ne wol not take on me ſo gret defame,, 
You for to allie unto non haſardours: 
Sendeth ſom other wiſe embaſſadours, 
For by my trouthe me were lever die N 
Than 1 you ſhuld to haſardours allie; - I2550 
For ye, that ben ſo glorious in honours, 1 
Shal not allie you to non haſardours, 
As by my wille, ne as by my tretee. 
This wiſe philoſophre thus ſayd he. Nuk 

Loke eke how to the King Demetrius 12554 
The King of Parthes, as the book ſayth us 
Sent him a pair of dis of gold in ſcorne, 
For he had uſed haſard therbeforne, 
For which he held his glory and his renoun | 
At no value or reputatioun. 125 60 
Lordes may finden other maner play | 
Honeſt ynough to drive the day away. 

Now wol I ſpeke of othes falſe and grete 
A word or two, as olde bookes trete. | 
Gret ſwering is a thing abhominable, I2565 
And falſe ſwering is yet more reprevable. 
The highe God forbad ſwering at al, 
Witneſſe on Mathew; but in ſpecial * 
Of ſwering ſayth the holy Jeremie, 
Thou ſhalt ſwere ſoth thin othes, and not lie. 125 70 
And ſwere in dome, and eke in rightwiſneſſe, 
But idel ſwering is a curſedneſſe. 
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+ + Behold andſee that in the firſte table 
Of highe Goddes heſtes honovrable 1 
How that the fecond heſt bf him is this, 12375 
Take not my name in del or e. 
Lo, rather he forbedeth ſwiche ſwerinng 
Than homicide or many an other ching. 
I ſay that as by ordre thus it ſtundet + 
This knoweth he that his heſtes underſtondeth w 
How that the ſecond heſt of God is that: 
And forthermore, I wol thee tell all phat * 
That vengeance ee ICI nn 
That of his othes is outrageous. 3 
By Goddes precious herte, and nie wales, y 55 
And by the blood of Criſt that is in Hailes, 

Seven is my chance, and thin is cink eg 

By Goddes armes if oy fallly pleye x7 


P. 12585. bis nailes] i.e: with which he was nailed to the 

croſs. Sir J. Mandeville, c. vii. z * And thereby in the walle is 
the place where the 4 nayles of our Lord weren hidd, for lie 
* had 2 in his hondes and 2 in his feet; and of one of theiſe the 
% Emperour of Coſtantynoble made a brydille to his hors, to 
dere him in bataylle, and thorgh tue thereof he over - 
* came his enemies,” c. He bad —— c. ji. that ** On 
of the nayles that Criſt was naylled with on the croſs” w 
at Coftantyroble, and'* on in France in the kinges chapele.” 

F- 12586, the blood in Hailes] The Abbeyof Hailes, in Glou- 
ceiterihire was founded by Richard King of the Romans, bro- 
ther to Henry 11]. This precious relick, which was afterwards 
commonly called “ the blood of Hailes,“ was bruught out of 
Germany by the ſonof Richard, Ed mund, who beftowed athird 
part of it upon his father's Abbey of Hailes, and ſome time aſter 
gave the other two parts to an abbey of his own foundation at 
Aſhrug near Mn. Holling /h. v. ii. p. 275. 


3 


This fruit ———— 159 
Forfwiering; ite, ſalſeneſſt, and Memiride- 2097 tÞ 


| Now for the lose ef Ori, chat gor us de, oH 


Leteth your othes both ret and male 
But, Sires, no.] ol tell you forth my Tale b 

Thiſe cietoutes chree of which? P tell. trtg 150 
Long erſt or prime rong of any ben, tft 
Were ſet hein — yen HY Hi bak 
And as they he they hen x SENG Ge t 11215 ha N 
Beforn a corps us caried to his grave I 


That on of dem gan celle to his Küsvef e 18660 | 


Go bit, quod he, and axe redily */ 11s diodnids eM 
What corps is this that palſeth kere/brtſyby; 0! 104 

v. 12590. the biecbel bone r bibs) The Gitdi teaditig hs 
thilte bones che alteration which egg — _ 


is not authorized e ire! by an mi. ut in 
mi. A. reads bichet; Rs 25 i. 45d 25 e 


2. dee e RHO b 1. U. ab wei l Ci 27 
bitebed. Bickel, po by Kian is edles, o villus et H- 


. 1 6090 Ky bo. — 2 5 AGE 55 


tali, (acpayaxo) but both being 7 n e 

ments of one might be eaſlly att — — — 
om Junius, loc, cit, that the Germans y have 

RAT of playing with the ALL Liu bones, as whey have d 

rent names for d game with ralf iH, th 4er wl tali 

bubuli. 


oF; 12601. Go ec Th fue pra aid Mr 8 Grph- 
gg Peet nerd of dani Foaugrlte hip) 1d wov s Jam 41 


Wy” ith hey go ) def, pricke, (hoy, let gon, 
ee Caliber Ny 8 
Volume V. 


910 ftr at 16) ard ali L Hier. 
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And loke that ihn report his name wel... 
ö dre, quod this hey, it nodeth never a deli Tt #1: 
Tt was me told ox s came here two haures; 00 
He was pande an d felaw- of hof, 
And ſodenly he wasyflaio to-night, :. 0 . 
n 
—————ů | 
That in this congnee all the peple Meth, -. dne 
And with his ſpere he {mote his herte aw ] 
And went his way, withouten wordes mo- * Det 
He hath a thouſand ſlain this peſſ ilence; 55 7126; os 
And; maiſter, or ye come in his preſence... || 
Me thinketh'that it wexe ful neceſſari: — 
For to bewaze af ſwiche an adverſaris: £q2100 121177 
Beth xedy for to mate him cvermore; rr 4 
Thus tavghtemomy dame ; 1 fa no mere. rn 
y Seinte Marie, fayd this taserhere, ec. 
The child faythw@th, beben lasch e. = 
Hens over a mile, witkin a gret village, a 
man and woman, child, and kyne.; aa ö 4 8 
Tirows his habiration ethers: n 
To ben aviſedgret wildome it were 
r e ee an F en 14523 
e eee a Wie nike 
kit fwiche peril with him for to mete? Weed 
I mal him ſeke by file and eke by 1 
I make a vow by Goddes digne bones. 


Herkeneth, I we three ben alle ones; 1 4 510 


* * . * \ 4 Vt A+ * 


we Sano end +206 — of 


Let eche of us hold up N hemd to be bo. 


And iche of us beeomen others Gee 
And we wol ſlen this falſe truſto t Dein?! ³ĩ 5A 


He ſhal be flain, ho that ſo mUn⁰? HP:, 20D 


By Goddes dignitee, or it be night. 197y 9113 ge 

Togeder han'thife three Hir'er6uthes plipht>0 A 
To kee and dlen'tche of hem for other? vil br 
As thoughhe were his oen boren brother. 1 
And up they ſtert al dronken in this rage : nl fs 
And forth chey gon towwurdes chat vage 12606 
Of which the taverner had Sorts," 17 0 1A D 


And many a grifly oth chan Hevwihap Thong"! 27 


And Criſtes blefled body they tocrent, a> 585 ali 


Deth ſhal be ded, if chat We m hνj,iltl. 
Whan they hatr gon not fülly Half a mie, 12645 


Right as they wold Ran troden over a fle, 


An olde man and a poure with hetn nierte's || 51 
This olde man ful mekely hem grette : 
And ſayde thus; Now; way vanes v. ge aK 
The proudeſt of thiſe rĩotoures chres "9636 
Anſwerd agen; What? eher ey annce, * 


| Why art thou alt forvwrapped fave thy'face? on. bs 

Why liveſt thou ſo Jonge in ſo gret age? 225 of 
This olde tnan gas loke in his viſbge > bak. 

And ſayde thus; For I ne eannot de 700 

A man, eee 

NeltHer in citee ne in o Wage i! bra 


That woläe change his youthi@for mn age mm: 
Gij 


- >= 8 
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And therforgmatabhban minagerftilh; 2, 
As longe time ai Gatides will. — 
Ne Deth, alas ne innen in U 
Thus walke 1 like xeſtelescaiti cif | 
r 

1 nocke with mh Hiaf erlich and late, 

Had ay to elena, amen. me 
Alas! whap hul.my boben ben at relle: 
Maher, ak yo ld 1 hngen wy hel, A 
That in my chamhre lunge time hath be 
Ye, for an heren clout to wrap in me. e 
But yet to me ſhe wol not don that grace, 

For which ful pale and welked —— N Met 
But, Sires, to you it is no curteſie . 
—— view F 
But he treſpaſe in word or elles in 2 nent 

In holy writ ye moun yourſelven rede | 
Agzinsunolde man hore upon hivhede | by) bo Þ 
Nane den eee ee ah n now, |. 1 0% l 
No more than e eee 27 0% 
In age, if that ye may ſo long abide; IAV. 
e hom, dat 12h punter FR | 
ede go thider as I have to go 

"Nay, olde-cherl, by God thou ſhalt not io, 1 4 
Sayde this other hafardour anon; 888110 oy! re 
Thou parteſt not ſo lightly, by Seint John. 


T *} 


Thos Tpake'right now of thilke trattour Deth, 
That in thiv'corttree all our fremdes net :ñ 
Have here my trouth, as thew art His pie," . * v{; af 
Tell wher he is, or thou hilt fc abe 1690 


By God and by the holy ſucrement, nm 01 36 01 
For ſothly thou art on of Hie aer 


To ſlen us yonge folk; thou falſe thefe ?: E 


Now, Sires, quod he, if it be you o efe 4543 A’ 
To finden Deth; tourne up this erded way,” T2695 
For in that grove I left bim by my Fay © 480 t, 
Under a tree, and ther he wol abide, Ten id 
Ne for your boſt be wer him müthing hiäe: viotew N 
de ye that —— ror DIO * 
God ſave you that bought agen mankind, 227500 
And you atnende? Thus fayd this se man:. 

And everich of thife ridtöures fa 
Til they came to the tree, and ther they foune 
Of Floreins fine of gold yebinetd roο¹ji,j!ẽqe 1 02s 
Wel nigh an eighte buſtiels, as hem: thougbe: 12704 


No lenger than after Dethe they bught ; 


Bat eche of hem ſo glad us of the gHHt, 
For that the Floreins ben ſo faire and bright, 2641 3 
That doun they ſette hem by the precious hord; 5 
The werſte of hem he ſpake the firſte word. "us 
Brethren, quod he, take kepe'what Vital x 40 
My wit is gret though that I Bourde and a 
This treſour hath Fortune unto us N M BY 
in mirch and jolitee our Hf to nen, —_— 
G iij 


At 


— 
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And lightly-as.it-cometh ſo wol we ſpend. ab 
Ey, Goddes precious dignitee | who weng 
To- day that we ſhuld han fo faire a grace? 


But might this gold be caried fro this — 


Home to myn hous, or elles unto youres, gil 
(For wel | wor hag alli gol ours) | 12720 
Thanne were we in high felicitee; Kult of 


But trewely hy daꝝ it may not he. 


Men wolden ſay that we were theeves = 


And for our owen treſour don us hong, 950 
This treſour muſt ycaried be by night 19746 
eee eee rA 
Wherfore I rede that eut among us alle 
We drawe, and let ſee wher the cut wol falle; 
And he that hath the cut, with herte blith, - 
. 3 12730 
And bring omdendimin fulprivey 4. : \ 
And two of us hal kepen fubtill ß 

This treſout wel; and if he . 


Whan it is night we wol this treſour carien 


By on aſſent her as us thinketh beſt, 12735 
That on of hem the cut brought in his feſt, 
And bad hem drawe, and loke wher it wold falle, 
And it fell on the yongeſt of hem alle. ö 
And forth toward the toun he went anen: 

And al ſo ſone as that he was agon 12740 
That on of hem ſpake thus unto that other; 
Thou woteſl wel thou art my ſworen brother, 


i * 


TRE PARDONERES, TALF, BW... 


Thy profite wol tell thee right. anon eic 
Thou woſt wel that our felaw is agon, rod at 0 nl 
And here is gold, and that ful gret plentee, 12744 
That ſhal departed ben eee po 
But natheles, if I can ſhape at ſſſ 44h 
That it b 511 +3 L 
Had I not don a frendes turn us rs Bf e Hadi it) 
That other anſwerd, In ot how that may be: 12550 
He wote wel that the gold is with us tweye.. _ 
What ſhuln we don? what ſhuln we to him ſeye? 
Shal it be couſeil? ſayd the firſte ſunrewe/, 
And I ſhal tellen thee in wordes fee 


What we ſhul don, and bring it wel aboute. 20754 


| grante, quod that other, out of doute, .- | 7 
That by my trouth I wol thee not bewreie, 

Now, quod the firſt, thouwoſt wel we ben tweie, / 
And tweie of us ſhul ſtrenger be than on. 
Loke, whan that he is ſet thou right anon Wen 
Ariſe, as though thou woldeſt with him play, 8 
* And I ſhal rise him thurgh the ſides tway | 
While that thou ſtrogleſt with him as in game, 
And with thy dagger loke thou do the ſame; 


And than ſhal all this gold departed be, 12765 | 


My dere frend ! beiwixen thee aud me; » |: /. 


Than moun we-bothe our luſtes al fulfille, 1 


And play at dis right at our owen wille. ned] 
And thus accorded ben thiſe ſhrewes.tweye .,/ .., - 


To len the thridde, as ye * herd me ſeye. 127 70 


| 
| 


- = = 
e re 
- . 
- 


0 2 bes note for ee uo POR 0 


— ——ͤ — FRET *. > bs 
ä IE — — 


Bs Thin ranv,nν⁰n rA. 


This yongeſt, r | 
Ful oft in herte he rolleth up and doun 
The beaoee of thiſeFloreinsnewe and bright. 
O Lord quod he, if fo were that I might” 


Have all this treſour to myſelf alone, od 


ee e e ee eee ene — ee $651 

Of God that ſhulde live fo mery as I. * batt 

And at the laſt the fend our enemy ab! 

Pate in in though char he tho ie Ye, | 

With which he mighte flen his felaws tweye : _ 

For why? the fend fond him in ſwiche living 

Shethe had-levetatie ities eo ing 3 t 

For this was outrely his ful entente, Fi 

To ſlen hem both and never to repente. 

And forth he goth, wo tenger mol hetary, ants 

Into the toun unto a potecary, 6g 

And praied him that he him wolde ſell 

Som poiſon, that he might his ratouns quell ; 

And eke ther was a polkat in his hawe 

That, as he ſayd, his capons had yſlawe; 12790 

And fayn he wolde him wreken, if he might, 

Of vermine that deſtroied hem by night. 
The potecary anſwerd, Thou ſhalt have 

A thing, as wiſly God my foule ſave, + 

In all this world ther n'is no creature 12795 
. 

Not but the mountance of a corne of whete, 

That he ne ſhal his lif anon forlete, | 


1 
1 
; 
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Ye, ſterve he ſhal, and that in leſſa while iT 
Than thou wolt gon a pas not hu mile 1280 
This poiſon is ſo ſtrong ang viglen . 
G3 This curſed man hath in his hond yhent, . 11873 O 
This poiſon in a box, and ſwithe he can 0 
Into the nexte ſtrete unto man, +. TY 
And borwed of him large botelles three, 12803 
And in the two the poiſon pouredihey;/ 2 
The thridde be kepte clene for his drivke, -. 17 
For all the night he ſhope bim for to winke 
In carying of the gold out of that place.. 
And whan this riotour with ſory grace _— 
Hath filled with win his grete ee three 
To his felawes agen repaireth he. wind ti 
What nedeth it eee 1047 62 
For right as they had caſt his deth before 
Right ſo they han him ſlaĩin, and that anon. — | 
And whan that this was don thus ſpake that on; 
Now let us ſit and drinke, and make us mery, . _ / 
And afterward we wiln his body berxjx. 
And with that word it happed him par car 
To take the botelle ther the poiſon was, 12820 
And dronke, and yave his felaw drinke alſo. 
For which anon they ſtor ven bothe Www. 
But certes I ſuppoſe that Avicenne 
Wrote never in no canon ne in no fenne © _ + 
Mo wonder ſignes of empoiſoning 132823 
Than had chiſe wretches two ot hir ending, , _.. 1 ; 


"vi Gait Aso rats FALL, 


Thus ended berthife homviddestwo, 077 
And cke the fulſe eupoiſoner ode! 
D O curſednefſe fie curfedneſſel! | 
| O traitours hothicaQe!'©/ Wickednelfe? 14530 
O glotonie, luxurze; und Räfurdrie in 
Toa bapbemour of OR nne, At 
And 6thes grete of ufage and of pride! 
Alas mankinde Ro may it betide ent 5002 nin 
That to thyOreatour;which that thee een 5 
And with bis precious herte-blood rhee bought, 
Thou art ſo falfe und o unkind? alas 
Now, good men, Gol foryeve you your treſpas, 
And ware you fro the ſiune of avatice. ” 1 
Min holy pardon may yot all wariee, 180 
So that ye offre nobles or ſtarlin ges 
Or elles ſilver broches, ſpones, ringes. 
—ů—— ro N 
Conieth up, ye wives, and offreth — 
Your names f entre here in my roll anon; 12845 
Into the bliſſe of heven ſhul ye er eee | 
1 you aſſoile by min high powere, 
You that wiln offre, as'eltve and ke as clere 
As ye were borne. Lo, Sites, chat! preche;” FILE 
And Jeſu Criſt, that is our foules leche, "12850 
So graunte you his pardon to receive, eine 70 
For that is beſt, I wol you not deceive. 
But, Sires, o word forgate I in my N . 
a at £16 | 
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As faire as any man in Englelond. 1 93% A 


Which were me yeven by the Popes hond,. 
If any of you wol of devotion) |, i: 1550 - 
Offrep, and han min abſolutio n 


Cometh forth anon, and kneleth here adaun, 
And mekely receiveth my pardoun; 132862 
Or elles taketh pardon as ye wende. 

Al newe and freſhe at every ene 

So that ye offren alway newe and newe 
Nobles or pens which that ben good * ewe,” 


8 1 
AI 


_ 
* 
. 


It is an honour to everich that is here ws 
That ye moun have a ſuililapt Pardoners |. r. 

To aſſoilen you in contree as ye ride ei 4206; Ge 
For aventures which that moun betide,. |, . 


SE We”, rea hie 
e e eee eee 12878 
Loke, which a ſeurtee is it to you alle 282 
Thatiſ am in your felawiſhip yialle, 
That may aſſoile you both more and laſſe. 
Whan that the ſoule ſhal fro the body paſle, + 
I rede that our Hoſte ſhal beginne, 132875 
For he is moſt enveluped in ſinne. : 
| Come forth, Sire Hoſte, and offre firſt anon, 
And thou ſhalt kiſſe the relikes everich ou, 
Ve for a grote! unboke! anon thy parſe. 
Ney, nay, quod be; than have I Criſtes curſe, 5 
Let be; quod he; it ſhal not be, ſo the ich. 12881 


84 #8 Abona. 


Aud ſwere it were u relike of a ſeint, 
Though it were with thy — 
But by the crois which that Seint Heleine ſond 
I wolde I had thin 6: ee NAS « 12886 
Inſtede of relikes or of ſeintuarie. Aen. 
Let cut hem of, I wol thee Able carer 1 
They ſhul be ſhrined in an hogyes tord. | 
This Pardoner anſwered not a a i path 
So wroth he was no worde ne wolde he ſa ry. 
No, quod our Hoſte, 1 
With thee, ne with non other angry man. 
But right anon the worthy knight began, 
(Whan that he ſaw'that ali the peple iS 20 
No more of this, for it is right ynou gg. 
Sire Pardoner. be mery and glad of chere: 
And ye, Sire Hoſte, that ben to me ſo dere, 
I pray you that ye kiſſe the Pardone r; 
And, Pardoner, I pray thee Ae = ph yoo 
And as we diden let us laugh and play. 16k + 
ay they kiſſed, and riden forth hir way. ant 
„ 12886. Seint Heleine) Bir Jobn Mandeville, c 6” * 935 , 
And nyghe that awticr is a place undre erthe, Adegrete of 
depeneſſę, where the holy, exqys was founden, be the wytt of 
«© Feynte Elyne, undir a roche, where the] erbad hidde it; 
* and that was the veray croys aflayed; f fol l founden 3 
«* croſſes, on of oure 1088. and 2 of the à the ves: and Seynie 
« E!yne proved hem on a ded body, that aros from dethe to 


G lyve, whan that it was leyd on it that oure Lord S929 $ on.” 
See alto c. li. p. 15. | 


.. 


THESHIPMANNES PROLOGUE. 85 


THE ee 


Oon Hoſte upon his ſtirrops ſtode anon, = 
And faide, Good wen, berkenetheverichon, ; 
This was a thrifty Tale for the nones. e, 
Sire Pariſh deen besten dds e 

Tell us a Tale, as was eee 1210 

I ſee wel that ye lerned men in lore 

Can mochel gagd, by Odd daha 4 
The Perſon — — 0 — 5 
What eileth the man ſo ſinfully toſwere? 

Out Hoſte anſwerd, OJankin! be ye there? 
Now good men, quod our Hoſte, herknerh to me; E- 
I ſmeNl a Lofter in the wind, quod het 255 | 
Abideth for Goddes digne paſſion, | TOON | 
For we ſhul han à predication: ps, 5 
Mi- Lame Rang h | 

© Nay, by my fathers ſoule, that ſhal he nat, 

Sayde the Shipman; here ſhal he nat preche; 8 
He ſhal no goſpel glofen here ne teche. 1290 
F-13914. nell a Loller] This is ia character. as appears from 
* @ treatiſe of the time, Mur. Catal. n. 1666. 31 Naw in Enge 
** lond it is a comun protectioun ayens perſecutioun—if a man 
is cuſtomable to ſwert nedeles. and fals. and unaviſed, bythe 
** bones, nailes, and ſides, and other membres of Criſt.— And 
« to abſteyne fro otbes nedeles and unteful—and repreveſinne 
„by way of charite, is mater and cauſe now why prelates 


and ſfumlorges ſclaundren men, nnn 
2 Eretites,” Fc 


F. 14919. ar ie nAT Rats Ewe ut u 


have ſag in the nenn e ts a 
Velume TV, * 
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bv 6910 31037 ee 12 A1 
eee n 
And therforeHoſte, 1 warne thee beforne bin 
My joly body ſhala Tale telle, 1232925 
And | ſhal clinken you ſo mery a belle 
That I ſhal waken all this compagnie z* © 

But it ſhal not ben of philoſophie, 7 

Ne of phyfike;ne termes queinte of lawe: 

Ther is bat litel Latin in my mawe.. al 12930 


THE SHIPMANNES TALE. 


A. Marchant whilom dwelledat Scint Deniſe 

That riche was, for which men held un wiſe: 
wif he had of excellent beautee, A bid 
nd compaiguable and revelous was the, i PEEDY 


giving of this Prologue to the Shipman, In mſſ. C. and P. this 
paſſage is given to the Sorapnour, but not by way of Prologue 
to his Tale. In C. it is followed by The Wife of Bathes Prologue, 
and in D. by the Prologue which in this edit. is prefixed to The 
Squicres Taie, ——When theſe diverſities are conſidered, and 
alfo that the whole paſſage is wanting in the five beſt ml. it 
may perhaps appear not improbable that theſe twenty eight 
lives, though compoſed by Chaucer, had not deen inſerted by 
him in the body ct his Work, that they were therefore omitted 
in the firſt copies, and were afterwards injudiciouſty prefixed 
to The Squieres Tale when the true Prol of that Tale, as 
printed above, was become unſuitable, by reaſonof the Tale it- 
elf being removed out of its proper place. | 

V. 12023. ringen coctle] This ſeems to allude to Loller as 
der: ved from loliun:; but Du Cange, in v. Lollardus, rather ſup- 
poſes that Zokard was a word of German original, ſignifying 


mufitator, a mumbler of prayers. See alſo Kilian, in v. Lolaerd. 


The Sh>ip}manzgs Talc] A marchant of St. Deaiſe is couſined 


* 


Tun $HIPMANNES' TALE; | #j- 


Which is a thing that cauſeth more diſpence 12933 
Than worth is all the chere and reverenctde 
That men bein dentareietidndardanids:? ni HT 
Swiche ſalutations and/contenanices: ++ 1 7 to», 


Paſſen as doth a ſhadwe upon the was: 
un = 22940 | 


The ſely huſbond algate he mote pa, 
He mote us clothe and he mote us arrax AT 
All for his owen worſhip richely, mit aisgs 58 ing 
In which array we dancen jolily: ul bal + z, 201 
And if that he may not para venture, A 
Or elles luſt not ſwiche diſpence endure 
But thinketh it js waſted and yloſt, Ds aK 
Than mote another payen for out ea. 30 
Or lene-us gold; and that is perilous. vol 

This noble marchant held a wc, 12930 N 
For which he had all day ſo gret repaire 


For his largeſſe, and for his wif was faire, 
That wonder is. But herkeneth to my Tale. 
Amonges all thiſe geſtes gret and ſmale 
eee eee eee T2955 
I trow a thritty winter he was old. 
. Wy 
This yonge monk, that was — 1001 VL 
by his owne wife; and by x monke called Dan John. This Ar- 
F Sbegbr. 


12942 He mote us clothe] In ed. Urr. it is them; but all the 
that I have ſeen read us, which would lead one to ſuſpect 


that this Tale was originally intended for a female charaQer, « 
H ij 


. 


88 ͤ—— 


Acquainted wiz ſowithithisgroods mn, a ti 


Sithen 1 1210 g. 
That in his hum us families wa he 


As it poſſible is any frend to be. „ ο mn 2. 
And for as mochetas this gvoode mam 6 : 
Eo ee peeing, fl 

Were bothe two yborne in o village, 1 
The monk eee eee n 
And he again him ſayd not ones na, A . 
But was as glad therof as foule of day, l 


For ta his herte it was a-gret/pleſatice; Gubin 5 


Thus ben they knit with eterne alliance, 12970 
And eche of hem gan other for to enſure 


Of brotherhed while that hir lit may dure. 
Free was Dan John, and namely of ae, 

As in that hous, and ful of diligenteæ Nit 

To don pleſance, and alſo gret coſtage: e 

He not forgate to yeve the leſte page ik 200 


In all that hous, but aſter hir degree - | 

He yave the lord and fithen his meine, 
Wuhan that he came, ſom maner honeſt thing, 

For which they were as glad of his coming 1255 
As foule is fayn whan that the ſotme up aro 

No more of this as nov, for it ſaffiſeth/ | 


But ſo befell this marchant on a day free fl 
Shope him to maken redy his array 93 
Toward the toun of Brugges for to Ae 12985. 
To byen ther a portion of ware, 3 


hs 


am A 3  t<t 


THE SHIPMANNES TALE: | = 
Eor which he hath to Paris ſent anon 


A meſſager, andpraicd hath Dan Jhnnn 
That he ſhuld come to Seint Denis, and pleie 


With him and with his wif a — 12990 


Or he to Brugges went, in alle wiſe. $ 2:4 10 
This noble monk, of which 1 you deviſe, : bi 
Hath of his abbot as him liſt licence, 
(Becauſe he was a man of high prudence, -;/, _*. 
And eke an officer out for toride | | . 


To ſeen hir granges and hir bernes wide) 
And unto Seint Denis he cometh anon. In 

Who was ſo welcome ee e ag 
Our dere couſin, ful of curteſie? — 
With him he brought a jubbe of Malveſie, - 

And eke another ful of fine Vernage, ' : 

And volatile, as ay was his uſage. + + 

And thus l let hem eto, and drinke; d Heye, 7 
This marchant and this monk, a day or tweye. 

The thridde day this marchant rpg 1300 
And on his nedes ſadly him aviſeth, | 
And up into his countour hous goth he, 
To reken with himſelven, wel may be, 

Of thilke yere how that it with him ſtood, 
And how that he diſpended had es 5 zor 
And if that he encreſed were or non 
His bookes and his bagges many on 
. 1000. Malveſe] Sce the note on ver. an. 
- Huy. 54 6 


227 


s 
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ee ee ee, eee, e- eee NI 
Ful riche was his:xrefour and his hord, N 


For which ful fuſt his countour dore EE x308g 
. eee ee eee ene ods » 
Of his accountes for the mene time: 
A nay as: | 
Dan John was riſen in the morwe-alſog ; 
And in the gardin walketh to and fro, 13020 
And hath his thinges ſayd ful curteiſl r,... 
This goode wif came walking prively oo 
Into the gardin ther he walketh foft, 
And him ſalueth, as ſhe hath don oft: © Was 
A maiden child came in hire compagnie, wess 
ee ens 9002-945 
For yet under the yerde was the maide. Bs 
O dere coſin min! Dau John, ſhe faide, - © 
What aileth you ſo rathe for to ariſe 
Nece, quod he, it ought ynough ſuffife 13030 
Five houres for to ſlepe upon a night, 
eee eee ee ee wee | 


v. 13027. . This was properly aid of chil- 
aten. MC. Bad. Jun. 66. Monathicum Colloquium, Sax. Lat. 5. 7 


Mag. Quid mandurat in di * 
WG. Hwet ytfi.thu oa dg! Eno Tor! 
Dif. Aabuc carnibus veſtor, 11 | 
Gyt flæſemetum ic bruce, 31 
quia puer ſum 
Fortham cid ic em 


ſub virga degens. 
under zyrda | 


geo delore, ver. 7198, 


ThE SHIPMANNES TALE: ye 


As hen thiſe wedded men, that li and dre, i990 361 
As in a fourme ſitteth a wery hare | © a c 
—— — 4 


But, dere nete] why be ye ſo pale? 73036 
LitUble certes: MAT Gur $oogs Un rd bogtond vi 
That you were nede to reſten haſtily. - 6 


And with Per annie meer ye a 13046 
Autef his ence hengtio ani ago! Oh 2:14 G08 
This faire wif gan for to ſhake hire hed, 
And faied thus; Te, God wote all, quod ſue: [4 
Nay, coſitt min, it ſtant not ſo with me: 
For by that God that yave me ſoule and lif 13045 
In all the reame of Fraunce is ther no wirf 
That laſſe luſt hath to that ſory play, 
For I may ſing alas and wala wa 1 
That I was bottie'! bot to ho wight (quod the) ; i 
Dare I not tell how-that it ſtant with me; 13050 
Wherfore I thinke out of this e red 1 
Or elles of myſelf to make an ende, 4 7 
So ful am I of drede and eke of care. 

This monk began upon this wif to ſtare, A 
And ſayd, Alas! my nece, God forbede ' 130355 
That ye for any ſor we or any drede 
| Fords yourſelf t but telleth me your greſe, 
Paraventure T may in yout miſchefe 
Conſeile or helpe ; and therfore telleth me 7 
All your annoy, for it ſhal ben ſecree; 13060 


0 


„„ 22 — 


For on my portos bete I make an oth r ii nde 
That ne ver in my lif, for lefe ne loth, t a & 81-66. 
Ne ſhal I of no conſeil you bewray. 2 16 0348 
> The ſame — Þ wy Og 1 had; 205 
By God and by this portos I you ſwere, _— 
Though men me wolden all in — 

Ne ſhal I never, for to gon to helle, ov m 
Bewrey o word of thing that ebe ee r i 
Nought for no coſinage ne alliance. 8 
But veraily for love and aſſianſe. 13070 
Thus ben they ſworne, and hereupon they kiſte, 
And eche of hem told other what hem liſtte. 
> Coſin, quod ſhe, if that I had a ſpace, + 1 

As | have non, and namely in this place, , 


"Than wold i tell a legend of my li, 2 3075 
What I have ſuffred fith I was a wif 5 


With mia huſbond, al be he your coſin. 
Nay, quod this monk, by God and Seint Martin 

He ni is no more colin unto me 

Than is the leef that hangeth on the tree; . 1905 

I clepe him ſo, by Seint Denis of France, 

To han the more-cauſe of acquaintance x 

Of you, which I have loved ſpecially x 

Aboven alle women ſikerly an 11% 351 

v. 1 3061, on my porto] 4: e. Breviary. Du cunge, in v. Por- 
riforium. Portuaſes are: mentioned among other prohibited 


books in the ſtat. 3 and 4 E. VI. c. 10.; and in the parliament- 
roll of 7 E. IV. n. 40. there is a petition that the robbing of — 


Porteous—Grayell, Manuell. c. mould be made telony with- | 


out clergy, to which the king anſwered Le Roy Yavi/er. 


THF SHPMARNEUTAUET = of 


This ſwere I you on my profeſivuts 15 23 golf 
Telleth your grefe, leſt that he chme udn. 
Anthaſteth you; and goth ] h 4 7 bo 
'My ders love | quod ſhe; om Dan oba! f 
Ful lefe were mie this conſeilforxo hide; | 4. _ 
But out it mote, I may niolengerabige,” | 15058 
Myn huſbond is to me the werſle man tern N 
Thag ever was firh thaeehs eee 16-207 
But ſith I am a wi ix t not e 


To tellen no Wight of our prive ten 
Neither in bed ne in non a” ' "'x3098 
God tle aten ellen fr kb grate: Worn 
n T 
But all honour, as I can underſtondy 79 ö 
— — 0 
e eee, eee er 
In no degree the value of aflie, | 
Boe yee me greveth moſt ble kigurdier «x SES 
And wel ye wot that women naturally” {160 
Deſiren thinges ſixe as well as ; Kerr Dh 


They wolden thit bir hulbendes hulden be 13105 
Hardy. and wife, and riche, and therto free, 
And buxome to his wif, and freſh «-bedde. {inf 


. 1 F214 266 4661 
For his honour myſelven for toarray, 
A Scnday next 1 muſte nedes paß 1310 
An hundred franks, or elles am I lornre : 


Yet were mo lever that I were unberne 


4" 


Than were don a ſelandre or vilanjee. 214 
And if min hyſbondeke might it eſpie T0Y 71 i 
In' ere but loſt and thenfore you: prey 4 4311f 
Lene me this ſumme, or elles mote I de: 
Dan John, I ſay; lene me this hundred ſrankes; Tel 
Parde:I wol not faille you my thankes; + 1: +17 2 
If that you liſt to do that l you pray 

For at a certain day I wol you pay. my „ , 
And do to you what pleſance and ſervice | 
That 1 may do, right you i dove nr: sen 
bd rere eee 11 
As foul as ever had Genelon of France. | 


This gentil monk anſwerd in this manete 3 +030 


Now trewely, min owen lady dere! 
I have (quod he) on you ſo grete "kong Ru 
Phat | you ſwere, and plighte you my troutbe, 
That whan your huſbond is to Flandres fare 
I wol deliver you out of this care. ene 
For l wol bringen you an hundred lranbes | 
And with that word be caught hire by the fakes, 
And hire embraced hard, and kiſte hire oft: , Wy 
Goth now your Way, quod he, al ſtille was n. 5 
And let us dine as ſone as that ye may, er, 
For by my kalender it is prime of day: | - de 
e eee & vii 
+ Now elles God ſorbede, Sire, quod ſnee. 
And forth ſhe goth as joly as a pie, 


And bad te cee ld ha bi, 23140. 
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So that men mighten dine, and dt aon. In oT 

| Up ta hire huſbond is this wif ygon, Mr 400 bit A 
And knocketlrat his mur e 0 
Oui of la? quod he. Peter, it am l. 
Quod ſhe. What, Sire, how longe Not ye lar? 3 3145 
How longe time wol ye reken and caſt © 
Yourſun:mes, and your bookes/and your thinges?! 
The devil have part of all ſwiche ne a 


Ye han ynough parde of Goddes ſonddde. 
Come doun to- day, and let your Webb iugde; 410 
Ne be ye not aſhamed that Dan John 1351 
Shal faſting all this day elenge gon? b 


What! let us here a maſſe, and go we dine. 

Wif, quod this man, litel canſt thou divine 
The curious beſineſſe that we have; 13155 
For of us chapmen, all ſo God me ſave . 
And by that lord that cleped is Seint Ive, 


e eee 1 a 


Continuelly, laſting unto oure age. 21 vi4 
We moun wel maken chere and * n _ 
And eee pins ae rs * 0 


And kepen oure eſtat in privitee u e419 ] 
Tit we de ded; or elicethavweplyy-:: ECTS 01500 
A pilgrimage, or gon out of the way: 
And therfore have I gret neceſſite: 1365 
Upon this quxinte world to aviſen me 
For evermore mote we ſtond in drede 19 appt 
Of hap and fortune in erbe, 


© To Flangers well ge to- we ag dg. 
And come agein as ſontz as ever I may. _— 
For which, my dere wif l I chee beſcke bi. 
Axe toevery wightbuzow ant meds, We; 
And for t kepe aur good be curious, 00 * 
And honeſtly governe wel our boas. 


————— | wy 
That to a thrifty houſhold may ſpibee.: - /! 0 
Thee lacketh gon array ne no vitaille?- 127 
Of ſilver in thy purſe ſhalt thou 5 Fan 
And with that word his conntour dore a 
And doun he . 23686 
And haſtily a maſſe was ther ſaide, NJ 
And ſpedily che tables were ylaide, b 
And to the diner . 

And richely hi monk he chapman fed. 

And after diner Dan John ſobrely- 8 


This chapmas take apart, and prively 


He ſaid him thus; Coſin, it ſtondeth ſo 

I pray you, coſin, wiſely that ye ridez 13190 
Governeth you alſo af your dierte 
Attemprely, add namely in this hete. | 
Berwix us two nedeth no firange fare t ] tnotts 
Farewel, cofin, God ſhilde you fro care! | 
Tf any thing ther be by day or night, un 
Ii ic in my power ende might, - * 

$ 


— wi 


a 3 meds aw tf mo aw, win ot”. 
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It ſhal be don right as ye wol deviſe. 0 yo! | 5 
But o thing or ye gos if it may ber ST 
Lwolde prayen you for to lene me LT ee 6 


An hundred frankes for a weke or tweye, 
For certain beſtes that i muſte beye, - eta” e 
To ſtoren with a place that i is oures iT 


— 


(God help me ſol wold that it were mg. 


I ſhal not faille ſurely of my day, © 0 
Not for a thouſand erde . SEEN 
But let this thing be ſecree; I you preyey' 
For yet to- night thiſe beſtes mote 1 . 1 


And fare now wel, min owen coſin dere! 

Grand mercy of your coſt and of ns 1 ek 
This noble marchant gentilly anon 

Anſwerd and ſaid, O coſin min, Dan Johnf 

Now ſikerly this is a ſmal requeſt e 

My gold is youres, whan that it you leſte, 


And not only my gold but my chaffare: n 


Take what you leſt, God ſhilde that ye . 
But o thing is, ye know it wel yuou ng 


| Qbchapmen that dir een 1 
We moun creancen while we han a _ 4 
But goodles for to ben it is no game. n 


Pay it agen whan it lith in your eſe: 

After my might ful fayn wold I you pleſe. 

Thiſe hundred frankes fet he forth anon, 

And prively he toke hem to Dan John; + 
Folume 17. I 


- — 4 In 
© _ be oe 
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No wight in al this world wiſt oſ this lone 13225 
Saving this marchant and Dan John alone. 
They drinke, and ſpeke, and rone a while and pleye, 
Til that Dan John rideth to his abbeye. — 
The mor we came, and forth Wen lock 
To Flandres ward; his prentis wel him gideth _ 
Til he came in to-Brugges meriljy. 13231 
Now goth this marchant faſte and befily 9 ' 
About his nede, and bieth, and creanceth; | 
He neither playeth at the dis ne danceth, } © 
But as a marchant, ſhortly for to tell, 13235 
He ledeth his liſ; and ther I let him dwell. 4 
The Sonday next the marchant was agon | 
To Seint Denis ycomen is Dan John, | w 
With croune and berde all freſh and newe yſhave. 
In all the hous ther n as ſo litel a knave, 13240 
Ne no wight elles, that he n as ſul fain 2 
For that my Lord Dan John was come again, 
And ſhortly to the point right for to gon, 
This faire wif accordeth with Dan John 
That for thiſe hundred ſrankes he ſhuld all night 
Haven hire in his armes bolt upright: 23246 
And this accord parformed was in dede. 
a eee li they lede 14 


4 


F. 13246. 3 birel The final nin Haven has been added 


for the fake of the metre, but unneceſſarily, as the e femivine 
may be pronounced n A conſonant. dee the 
n. on ver. 30. e 55h 5 


— 
* 3% 


133 
NM 


Til it was day, that Dan John yede his way, © >" 


And bad the meinie fare wel, have good N 975 | 


For non of hem, ne no wight in the toun, 

Hath of Dan Jnhn right non ſuſpectioun nnn: 

And forth he rideth home to his abbey, * b 

Or wher him liſte; no more of him ſey x- gs 
This marchant, whan that ended . Aar, 

To Seint Denis he gan for to repaire. w 

And with his wif he maketh feſte and e 

And telleth hire that chaffare is ſo dere 

That nedes muſte he make a che viſance, 


For he was bonde'in a recogniſan de ve | 


To payen twenty thouſand ſheldes anon: 

For which this marchant is to Paris gon 

To borwe of certain frendes that he hadde 

A certain frankes, and ſom with him he ladde. 

And what that he was come in to the toun, VE 
For gret chiertee and gret affection?n 


. Colt BET TRANSI 2, ; 

eee eee 52 99 
But for to wete and ſeen of his welfare, 14 
And for to tellen him of his chaffare, 1e 


rr 
Dan John him maketh tele and ery bee, 


And he him4olde agen fulſpecially/ 1 5 boa 3 + 


How 1 — 
(Thanked he God) all hot his marchundiſe, 1 


Save that he muſt in alle manere wiſe 


Lij 


Py 
99 ; 
7 


— 
i. — — 
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Maken a cheviſance, as for his heft, r 
And than he ſhulde ben reel. 7 55 
Dan John anſwered; Certes I am fain . 10 
That ye in hele be comen home again; 13286 
And if that I were riche, as have I blifſe, + 
Of twenty thouſand ſheldes ſhuld naman fr 

For ye ſo kindely this other day 
Lente me gold, Demi 0 
I thanke yon, by Godand by Sit fe. 23285 


Bat natheles — out m,, 


Upopyour ee ſhe _— 7 934 ; 
By certain tokenes that I can hire tell. 0 


Now by your leve l may no levger dwell | 15296 


Our abbot wol out of this toun _ 


And in his compagnie I muſte gon. 


| Grete wel our dame, min omen mece ſwere! | 


And farewel, dere cofin! til we mete.--: e 200 4 
This marchant, which that was ful ware and wie, 
Creanced hath, and paide cke in Paris a 
To certain Lumbardes, redy in hir FEY 
The ſumme of gold, nnd gate of hem his ond, 
And home he goth mery as a popingay, N 
For wel be knew he ftood in ſwiche arra 133c0 
That nedes muſte he winne in thot vgs 
A thouſand frankes above all his coſtage. 
His if ſul redy mette him at the gate 
As ſhe was wont of old uſage algate; 211 uc en 


* 1 
6 


And all ee 
For he was riche, and clerely Wee ' phat 
Wan it was day this marchant gan enbrace 
His wif all nerve, aal hiſta hinein inf, |: 
And up he goth, and maketh it ful tough. - 1 
No more, quod ſhe; by God ye have ynough; 23310 
And wantonly agen with him ſhe plaid e. 
Til at the laſt this marchant to hire faide':- | 4 + 
By God, quod he, I am a litel wrote 
With you my wif, although it be me loten 
And wote ye why? by God, as that — ey Tae 
That ye han made eee 15 
Betwixen me and my coſin Dan John. 5 04 
Ye ſhuld have warned me or I had gon kg 
That he you ae iſ | Go, 
By redy token, and held him evil apaide enden 
For that I to him ſpake ane 2 


(Me ſemed ſo as by his contenance/ t banks 
But natheles, by God our heven nal iy 1d 

I thoughte not to axe of him no thing. N 
pray thee, wif, ne do thou no more for ae oy 
Tell me alway, er that I fro thee go, * 


If any dettour hath in min abſenetee BY 55200 
Ypaide thee, leſt thurgh thy negligence -- Nabu 
I might him axe n e 


This wif was not aſerde ne affraide, |: 15850 2 


But boldely ſhe ſaid; and that anon, 
Mary I deſie —— 


ih 


I kep&not of his tokenes never a delt 
He toke me certain gold, ware it wel. 


| What! ol thedome on hs monk now ae 


For God ĩt ot i Wend withouten donate 

That he had yeve it tne becauſe of you, 

reren 

That be bath hen kreten es haet 128 

But Gth I fee Ange is Goriche dies, a4 

I wol anfwere you ſhortly to the poine. | 

© Ye have mo ſſakke dettours — | 

For I wol pay yon wet and redity. 

Fro day to day; and if fo bel faille, m 

Jam your wif, ſeore it upon my taile, 

And I ſhal pay as fone as ever I may; 

nme 

And not in waſte, beſtowed it every del: 

And for | have beſtowed it fo wet _— 13350 

For your honour, for Goddes fake Ifay © 

As beth not wrothe, but let us laugh and plays 

Ye ſual my joby body han to wedde:: | 

By God I n'ill not pay you but a-beddes 

Foryeve it me, min owen ſpouſe dere 13385 

Turne hitherward, and emchetibertancherss 1 
This mamchant ſa ther was no remedy, 

And for to chide it nee but a ff, 

Sith that the thing may not amended be { 

Now wif, he ſald, aud ſorye ve ic ches; 13360 

UA: 


TUB PRIORESSES-PROLOOOE, 10 
But by thy lif be ne no more ſo large; 
Kepe bet my good; this yeve I thee in . 
. hp pn ah 
Taling yacugh ane ee dee, 8 0 


THE PRIORESSES PROLOGUE... 
War Hd, by avfur Denial quod our Hes) 13465 
Now longe nave-thou failta bythe ofte; 

Thou gentil maiſter, gentibmatinete. i 
. * 
A ha! felawes, beth ware of ſwiche a jade. 
The monke put in the mannes hode an ape, 13378, 
And in his wifes cke, by Seint Auſtin. 
Draweth no monkes more into your in, 1 1 

But now paſſe over, and let us ſeke aboute 
Who ſhal now tellen firſt of all this route 
Another Tale ; and with that word he faid, 1357 
As curteifly as it had ben a maid; N 

My Lady Prioreſſe, by your lev e, 

8o that I wiſt I ſhould you not agreve, 

I wolde demen that ye tellen ſhold 1 22S 

A Tale next, if ſo were that ye wold. _ 13380 

Now wol ye voucheſauf, may Lady dere? ; 
_ Ghadly, quod ſhe; and ſaide as ye ſhut here. 


a 4 

FP. 13368. a thouſand laft quad yere] ab, in Teur. is onury 
ſarcina. Killian ; and guaecd in the fame language is ma/us::. the 
meaning therefore is, God give the monke a thouſand la (even 
ſo great a weight) of quad yere (bad years, misfortune:) The 
Italians uſe mal anno in the ſame ſenſe. 


mag e r 


ef F- i ves ref? 


LAS 4.9 & ++ 


O Lordaur ters a name how Be 

Is in this large world yſprad | (quod the). * W 78 

For not al only thy laude precious 5 mY 

Parfourmed is by men of dignitee, 

Bat by the mouth of children thy bountee 

Parfourmed is, for on the breſt ſouking 

Somtime ſheweg they thin herying, yy 
Wherfore in laude, as | can belt and may, 13390 

Of thee and of the white lily flour 

Which that thee bare, and is a maide 8 | 

To tell a ſtorie I Mol do my labour: 

Not that | may encreſen hire honour, | 

For ſhe hireſelven is honour and rote” " 23395 

Of bountee, next hire ſone, and ſoules hag 

O mother maide| 0.maide and mother fre! 

O buſhe unbrent! brenning in Moyſes light, 

That raviſhedeſt doun fro the deitee, | 

Thurgh thin humbleſſe, the goſt that in thee alight, 

Of whos vertue, whan he thin herte light, 13401 


be Priorefes Tale) A ck of a Chriſtian child murdered 
by the Jews. Ur y. { 
F. 13383. O0 Lord our Lord) The Prioreſſe Ins; her to 
gend withthe firſt verſesof the 8th pſalm; ** Domtn ne, Dominus 
+ noſter,” Sc. 
F. 13401, han be thin bereelight] i. 25 Lighted, made light 
er pleaſant. 80 in Tro. b. iii. 1088. ; 
l | Whan wroth is he that ſhold my forrowes rte. | 
yo IS ORE ig ns en ee 


 TRL/PRIOKESSES TALE; | roy” 

Concaived was the father ſapience; © 7 0? 5: lt 
Helpe me to tell it in thy reverence;-/ rie 

Lady gaby bountee, thy-magnificence, | mf 
Thy vertue and thy gret humilitee,! T3405 
Ther may no tonge expreſſe in no fcience; | b 16a 
For ſorntime, Lady or men pray to hee 
Thou goſt beforn of thy benignitee Ar 1 
And geteſt us the light of thy prayers: 796 
To giden us unto thy fone ſo dere. bs 20 

My conning is ſo weke, o blisful . 
For to declare thy greteworthinefſe, 
That [ ne may the weighte not ſtone; row or 
Put 20.6 lll of pol ee elle” y 
That can unnethes any word expreſle, mary 
Right ſo fare I, and therfore Þyou'pray 
Gideth my ſong that I ſhal of you ſay, 0 


Ther was in Aſie, in a gret'citec, ail af? 
Amonges Criſten folk a Jewerie, | 
Suſtened by a lord of that contree, £3426 
For ſoule uſure and luere of vilanie Mitte fs 
Hateful to Criſt and to his compagnie, aun 


And thurgh the ſtrete men mighten ride and wende, 
For it was free, and open at eyther ende. 

A litel ſcole of Criſten folk ther ſtood  _ 2.3435 
Doun at the ferther end, in which ther were 
Children an hepe comen of Criſten blood, 
That lerned in that ſcole yere by yere 


gwiche manere doctrine as men uſed there; ; 


1060 Tar raioatssts TALE” 


This is to fay, to ſingen abd to rede/ 13430 

As ſmale children don in hir childhede. of vr tel! 

Among thiſe children was u widewes fone, | | 

Alitel clergion, ſevene yert of age: 

That day hy day to ſcole was his wone, ee, 1 

And eke alſo, wheras he ſey the image Inis, 13435 

Of Criſtes moder, had he in uſage/, wi pork"! 

As him was taught, to knele adoun, and ſax 75 

Aue Marie as he goth by the way. An 243 a Aer 
Thus hath this wide we hire line ope yraught 

Our blisful Lady, Criſtes moder dere, m—_ 

To worſhip ay, and he forgate it wache, 

For ſely childe wol alway ſone lere. 

But ay whan — — 0 

Seint Nicholas ſtant ever in my preſence, dt 

For he ſo yong. to Criſt did reverence. © 13445 
This litel childę his litel book r ee * el 

As he ſate in the ſcole at his primere, 55 

He Alea Redemptoris herde ſing, | Id bans) 

As children lered hir antiphon ere 

And as he dorſt he drow him nere ods 0 23450 

And herkened ay the wor des and the note, 

N e 1 re er ** 


* 9. 13444 eint Wicholas)] We have an A of the very 


_ piety of this ſaint in his leſſon, Bret». Roman. vi. Decemb. ; 
« Cujus viri ſanctitas, quanta futura eſſet. jam ab incunabulis 
«© apparuit. Nam infans, cum reliquas dies lac nutricis frequens 
* ſugeret, quart4 et ſextà feria (on Wedneſdays and 11 


. idque veſperl, ſugebat. ?“ 


„ 4: wood rt Ht 


Nought wiſt he what this Latin was to ſay, 
For he ſo yonge and tendre vas uf age: 
But on a day his fela gan he pray 133455 
To expounden him this ſong in his 3 vk. Q 


Or telle him why this ſong was in uſage: 398 T 
This prayde he him to conſtrue and ee 
Ful often time upon his knees Dai 10:5 rand. ot 


His ſclaw, which that elder was than be. 3 13460 
Anſwerd him thus; This ſong, have herd ſay, 

Was maked of our blisful Lady fre, 
Hire to ſalue, and eke hire ſor to preexrv/ʒ 
To ben our help and ſocour whan;we dey. 1381 0 
I can no more expound in this matere 2 13463 
lerne ſong ; I can but ſmal grammere.. 

- -And'is this ſong maked in te veren ee 
of Criſtes raoder ? ſaid this innocent: 
Now certes | wol don my diligence + 007 1s, 
To conne it all or Criſlemaſſe be went, 13470 
Though that I for my primer ſhal be nent, 
And ſhal be beten thries in an hour,, 
I wol it conne our Ladie for to honour. 

His felaw taught him homeward prively | -.: | 
Fro day to day til he coude it by rote, 13474 
And than he ſong it wel and boldely, | |: {15444 © 
Fro word to word according with the nate: 
Twies a day it paſſed thurgh his throte, | 4 41 
To ſgoleward and homeward whanhe vente; 
On Criſtes moder ſet was his entente. 13480 


xc8 TUE FRIOKESSES TALE, 


He ine bh a e ee N. 
This litel child, as he came to and fro 
Ful merily than wold he fing and crie 
O Alma Regemptaris! ever mo. {AGO MU SQLS © | 
The ſweteneſſe hath his herte perſed ſo 13485 
Of Criſtes moder, that to hire to pray 
He cannot ſtint of ſinging by the way. x. 
Our firſte fo, the ſerpent Sathanas, ' 
That hath in Jewes herte his waſpes neſt, 
Up ſwale and ſaid, O Ebraike'peple, alas! 14390 
Is this to you a thing that is honeſt, 
That ſwiche a boy ſhal walken as him leſte 
In your deſpit, and ſing of ſwiche ſentenee, 
Which is again our lawes reverence? _ 
From thennesforth the Jewes han conſpired 1349 5 
This innocent out of this world to chaces 
An homicide therto han they hired, - 
That in an aleye had a privee place, . 
And as the child gan forthby for to pace 
This curſed Jew him hent and held him faſt, of 
Ang cut his throte, and in a pit him caſt, 

I ſay that in 4 wardrope they him threwe 
Wher as thiſe Jewes purgen hir entraille. 
O curſed folk! of Herodes alle-newe, | - 25 
What may your evil entente you availle? x45;05 
Mordre wol out, certein it wol not faillez 
And namely ther the honour of God ſhal ſprede 
The blood out cricth on your curſed dede, 
EN | 
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I 
1 
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D martyr ſouded in virginite!!: of 
Now maiſt chou ſinge and folwen . T3510 
The white Lamb celeſtial, quod me,, 6 U ai n 
Of which the gret evaigeliſt dein ohn 
In Pathmos wrote; hich ſayth that Du n . 
Beforn this Lamb, and ſiuge a ſong al neuen 
That never fleſhly woman they ne ERnewe. 13515 
Thi poure wide we acvaĩteth al that nigꝭt 
After hire litel childe, and e eee Id 
For which as fone as it Was dayts ligt, 
With face pale of drede and beſy thought? © 1+ 
She hath at ſcolꝭ and elles her ern 156 
Til ſinally ſna gan ſo ſer aſp te 


That he laſt ſeen was in the eie d bis off bu 


With modres piteg in trire breſt encloſ etc 
She goth, as he ere halſ out of hire: minde, rail AA. 
To every platewher fie hath ſuppoſec 13346 
By likrlihed hixe litel child to finde; Tels 15tis ba A 
And ever on Criſtes moder meko aud kinde 
She cried, andat the lalle thus ſne err 8126 
Among the curſed Jewes;ſhe him bought. d Ai N 

She freyneth aud iu paieth Pitouül 7 at 
Te every Jew that dwelled in thilke place 


To telle hire if hire child went oaght᷑ ſorth yy „ 


v. 1 3509. ſouth in wirginiree] Or, (according to che berter 
mil.) ſouſted ig wirginitce, Shuded is fromithe Er. puide Ad 
that — the Lat. Jolidatirs, conſolidated, fafteued TENT 
In Wichliffes W. T. Deffir fit. con/olidate fs rendered 
The latter pætt ol this-flanza reſets to Reb2 xiv. 34. 190 T 

4 olume 1 * . | | K 


1 "qc, —— — - — 


110 TBE/PRIONESSES Arr. 
They ſayden Nay; but Jeſu of his grace? +: © 


Yave in hire thought; within a lireFfpace, . A 
ie e ERR 11 , 
Ther he was enſtin in a pit beſide. tid 


O grete God, 1 
By mouth of innocentes, lo here thy b ot 
This gem of chaſtitee, this emeraude, IR Nan un 
And eke of martirdome the ruhie bright, 13540 
Ther he with throte yeorven lay uptight? 1 / 
He Alma Redemptoris gan to inge 
So loude, that all the place gar to ringe. IN; 
The Criſten folk deed Bots rate; 5 
In comen nee * der 
And haſtifly they forthe pro vuſt ſen tee 
He came anbn withouten tat yingg, wo >; 1 
And herieth Cxiſt, chat is of heven king. 
Ad eke his modet honour of mankind, 1 1 
And after that the Jewes let he binde. e 
This child With pitous la mentation bn. 
Was taken up, finging — « > vt 
And with honour and'gret proceſſion mY i f Tiy a 
They carien him unto the next abbey; [2 
His moder ſwouning by the bere lay: WW 1 t 23599 
Unnethes might the peple that was th 4 
This newe Racde!briogen fro hs here. CLIE 
Wich turment and with ſhameful deth Glico. 4 
This provoſt doth thiſe Jewes for to ſletre ISO vt 
0 Wn wiſte, and that anon: 135660 


8 
1 +3 Y 


4 
S . eee 1 
run enn ss Traun. IAC 


He n*olde no Twibhe eurſedheſſe vbſeru e: 
Evil ſhal he hbveithat evil wol deſerug ; 
Therfore with wilde hars he did hem dra qm 
And uſter that hie henghent by the I. 
U pom tis bere ay litii this innocent 13505 
Beforn the auter while the maſſe laſtt.. 
And after that the abbt with is cb ¹ʒỹjW 1 4 
Han ſpedde hem tor to berie him ful fat 
And whan they holy water on im caſt 
Yet ſpake thchild van ſpreint was che holy watex, 
And ſaug O N provis Mates , 3575 
This abbot which ht was an holy mn 
As monkes hey; of elles dught to be,, 12007 2T, 
This yonge child to cunjure he beg 70 11 (IT 
And ſaid; O dere child! H halſe hee, 3375 
In vertue of thehaly trin ite, 
Tell me what is thycauſo for to ſing. a aan 
Sith that thy throte is tut to my Teming): .. 
My thiate is cut unt my nekhebon q 
Saide this child and aa by way of kind 14335 


I ſhuld have deydſ ye longe time agen, 
v. 1350 Ha rhe} REAR! 1. 2, read Ho the 


Hut that ſeems to ho. a gloſs, To bal/e ſignifies properly tu em- 
brace round the neck, from the SN. Bals, the n neck. wb ver. 
10253. J 80 in E E ver. f290.; 

I land and ne OS OI . N a tA 
It lignifies alſo to ſalute, V. b. fol. 22.3 : 
1 geht nyt benen. as Tre Frevds rinnt * 
Rong fol. 39, ke filwte with fevetence 3 mene 

5 fterres ha W n $oYd 


61 2 441 


0 FY fret! ; 19 15 12 


* 


: 


But Jefu Cxiſt, ad ye in TO on 5 þ 
Wol that his glory laſt and be in mins, PENSION 
And forthe worſhip of his meter dere rr | 
Yet may I ling © Alus londe and clere. 21565 
This welle of mercie, Criſtes moder ſwete, 
I loved e e AI rho) tl 


n Als EH 
To me ſhe came, and bad me for — * 1211 
This antem veraily in my dying, 13550 


As ye han herde; and whan that Thidfenge-/ 1 25 
Me thought ſhe laid a grain upon my tonge. 
Wherfore: ſing, and ſing I mote certain, 
In honour of that blisful maiden 3 93 R133 
Til fro my tonge of taken is the 52 23695 
Apdufter that thus faide ſhe to me:; bn 
My ſitel child, than wel 1 fetchen p< 
Whan that the. grain is fro thy re e, 
Be not agaſte, I wol thee not ſofſa ke. 
I his holy monk, this abbot him mene l, 13600 
is tonge out caught, and toke away * grain, : 
And he yave up the galt ful foftely. - 1 
And whan this abbot had this wonder ſein 
His ſalte teres trilled adoun as reyne, 
And groff he fell al platte upon the ga, 
And ſtill he lay as he had ben ybound.. 


FP. 13597. than a 0 I fetchen thee] The deft mil read now, 
_ which is ſcarce reconcileable to any rules of ſpeech. Even with 
the certection which i have adopted there is a greater confu- 
fion in this narration than I recolle@ to have obſerved in any 
ether of Chaycer's flories. 


13605 


PROLOGUE To SIRE THOPAT, xrg 
The covent lay oke upon the pavement 
Weping and herying Criſtes moder dere; ge 101 
And after that they riſen, and forth ben went, 
And toke away this martir fro his here 1360 
And in a tonibe of marble ſtones clere on var 
Encloſen they his lite body ſe te 
Ther he is now God lene us for to met.. 
Oo yonge Hew of Lincoln I ſlain alfo. 1 7 


| For it n -jsdiid wlide White ga, 2 boog ech 7 


Pray eke for us, we ſinful folk unſtable, 
That of his merey God ſo merciable 
on us his grete mercie multiplie, RASTA AEES 
For reverenee-of his moder Marie. | __ 
PROLOGUE TO SI RE THOPAS. 6 


W ran ſaid was this miracle every man 

As ſober was that wonder was to ſee, ' 

Til that our Hoſte to japen he began, 2 

And than at erſt he loked upon me. 

And ſaide thus; What man art thou? e "yy 

Thou lokeſt as thou woldeſt find an hare; is 

mor ever upon the ground T foe ther ſtare. Wik 
Approche nere, and loke up merily. 

| Now ware you, Sires, and let this man nave place; 3 

Has in the waſte is agen as wel as, 113630 


tho began. Ann Arenen! i T6683 953 aeg 
K iij | 


— lin ww waa 


* 


111 var MN or en TROPHY. 


This were a popet in an arme to enbraaie 
For any woman, ſmal and — os NN 
He ſemeth elviſh by his contenan ee, 
For unto no wight doth he dalian ce. 
Say now ſorawhat, fin other folk han ſaide; 13635 


Tell us a Tale of mirthe, and that anon. 
Hoſte, 8 8 iT 
For other Tale certes can I nen 20 

But af a rime | lerned yore gan. 


Ye, that is good, quod he; we Svlien Lats, 23640 
Som deintee.thing me thinketh by thy chere. > hn 


THE RIME OF SIRE THOPAS. 


Lisrexzrn, Lordinges, in good 8 2 Wy. 


re hav rout 8 
Of mirthe and of ſolas, oon 
Al of a knight was faire ee 13645 
In bataille and in turnament t.. ES 
His name was Sire Thopas. . nd 

Yborne he was in fer contree, + Wa 
In Flandres, al beyonde the ſee, | 1, 
At Popering in the place: 13᷑3 60 
His father was a man ful free... 


The Rime of Sire Thopas} A northern Tale ofs an outlandiſh. 


knight, purpoſely uttered by Chaucer in a rime and fiyle dif- 
fering from the reſt, as though he himſelf were not the author 

but oily the reporter of the other Tales. Cy. 
F. 13650. Ar Popering] Poppering or Poppeling was the name 


of a pariſh in the marches of Calals: our fame us antiquary Le- 'S 


land was once Rector of it, Tanner, Bibl. Brit. in v. Leland.” 
N 


/ 
4 
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. is => Wl IV 


ve Bol ² AA et ded is ona 


THREAIME OF SIRE THOPAS: 11. 


And lord eine, 1694 bnd 971 

As it was Goddes grace. 
Sire Thopas was a 5 min., / 

White was his face nenen, 9666 | 


Hiplippes red as raſen ire e657 4 ile I + 
His rudde is like ſcarlet ama u V wilt 
And Neu tell ingaatlcratain Anm g amo l 
He had a ſemely noſgee. 
His here, his berde, was like blen, A 13660 | 
That to his girdle raught adoun; 944415 264 A 1. 
His ſhoon of Cordewane;| £439 2 #4 2226 ae bud ; 
Of Brugges were his paſenkoadde: +3 39720 2844 C 
His robe was of chekelatouun nn 
That coſte many a Jane. « Ange 
. 18655. paindemaine] That this muſt have been à ſort ＋ 
remarkably white bread is clear encugh.. Skinner derives, 
from panis matutinus, pain de matin; and indeed Du Talk 
mentions a ſyecies of Joaves or rolls called Matinelli: eren 
I am more inclined to believe that it received its denomi 
tion from the province of Maine, where it was perhaps made 
in the greateſt perfection. F 
The Freiris of Berwick, mſ. Maitlan ? 


And als that creil is full of breid of Mane. | 6 71 
And again — the Mane breid. 


N. 13664 chetelataun] The gloſſaries ſuppoſe this panty to 
be compounded of cbete and latoun, a ſpecies of baſe metal like 
gold; but it ſeems rather to be merely a corruption ofthe Fr. 
ciclatan, which originally ſigulſied a circular robe of ſtate, from 
the Gr. Lat. cyclas, and aſterwards the cloth of gold of which 
ſuch robes were generally made. Du Cange, in v. clas, hs 
produced inſtances enough of both ſenſes, In ſact ſeveral mf. 

read ciclaton; and I have no excuſe. for not having followed 
them but that 1 was miſled by the. authority of Spenſer, as 
quoted by Mr. Warton, C/ on Sper. v. i. p. 194. Upon further 
conlideration I think it is plain that Speuſer was miſtaken in the 


Wo 


116 ern nr OF SIKE THOBAS. 


He coude hunt at the wilde dere 
And ride on hauking for the rivere 
With grey goſhauk om hondee /: 
Therto he was a good archerer 
—— — 14 T3670 
Ther ony ram ſhuld ſtonde. bun if 
Fl many ant right hour vox 1 bot 
They mourned for him por emvvr' | nals ber $11 
Wan hem were bet to ſlepez 7 
But he was chaſte and no lechour, 258676 
— _ coll il 
ah bai wpoo e day 116 26% wdo1 2 
Forſoth, ee Ack ahn, = nen lg tet] 
Sire Thopas wold out ride; ee e nee 
He worth upon his ſtede gray, Are e 
And in his hond a launcegay, 
A long ſwerd by his fide. 
very foundation of his notion, « that the quilted trick jacket 
* embroidered with gilded leather” had anyreſemblancetothe 
robe of /beck/aton.” He ſappoſes that Chaucer is here defcri- 
bing Sir Thopas as he went to fight againſt the giant, in his robe 
of ſheckiaton : whereas; on the contrary, it is evident that Sir 
Topas is here deſcribed in his uſual habit in time of peace: 
his warlike apparel, chen he goes to fight againſt the giant, is 
deſcribed below, ver. 3786, and foll. ard is totally different. 
. 13665. a Fane] A coin of Janua; (Genoa) called in our 
galley balfpence. See the quotatſons from wy wed Mr. 
Wartow's Oy on Spenf. v. i. p. 180. 
. 13667. Hauling for the ri dere] See the note oven öden 
. 369 Ther ony ram See the note on ver. Fro. 


PF. 13682; u Huncegay] The editt. have ſplit rhis properly 
adds eee It occurs as one word 


TUE RIME OF SIRE/THOPAT., 277 
He priketh thurgh a 5 103 [' 3; ann ; 301 T 
Therin is eee v gef noqu vb 25685 


Ye bothe buck and hare n Lan greet 97% 
And as he prickednorthand ef, AT vie” 
CR YOu eee of off nad Fa.” 
Betidde a ſory care. en big bn 
ber ſpringen heres ree and male, 1 -13696 
The licoris and the ſetewale, ts 944% 
And many a cloue'gilofre, #414. 914.47 45 dit 
And notemuge to put in ale a T tie 
Whether it be moiſt or ſtale, nh Ang 0% 
Or for to lain in coſre. 13695 
The briddes ſingen, it ĩs n 24 agob . 
The ſperhauk and the popingay, ieee 
That joye it was to as 4 LTO! bow mil fry hints 


in Rot. Parl. 29 H. VI. n. 8.; and the lg Evan 125 and chers 
« with a launcegay ſmote the faid Wiltium Thretham threughe 
* the body a foote and more, whereof he died.” Nicot deſcribes 
_ a zagaye to be a Moori(h lance longer and nderer 6. 
from the Span. Arab. azagiya. a FSA BR 
F.1 3692. cloue gilafe] Clou de girofie, Fr. caryophylhs, Lat. 
a clove tree. or the fruit of it. Sir J. Mandeville, c. xxvi. de- 
ſcribing a country beyond Cathaie, ſays; ** And in that con- 
tree, and in other comrees thereabouten, growen mati trees 
* that deren clove gylofres and notemuges, and grete — of 
« Yee, and of canelle and of many other ſpices.--»-But 
moſt appoſite il}uftration of this paſſage is a fimilar FO bom 
in Chaucef's R. R. ver. 136072 — n the original, ver. 134 
—50. see alfo a note of an ingenious correſpondent in Mr. 
Warton's OL. on 9pen/.'v. i. p. 1 39. ed. 162, here this pa 
ſage is very properly Avec! to thew that The Rimie of Sire 
ah 61 mark was ee a5 & N the old ballad romances 


"$44.47 . 15 einde 2 


ual rar nt er n. 
ne h SH 
The wode dove upon the ſpray''# © 1370 


He ſang ful loude and clere, 4 35 0 be 

Sire Thopas fell in tove-longing 1 
Al whan he herd . 0 nsr! 
And priked as he were wood. 
His faire ſtedein his priking 17 wen 


So ſwatte that men might him ee 
His fides were al blood. l 
Sire Thopas eke ſo wery was 03 $yurnovb cf Be? 
For priking on the ſofte gras, Hate od i 1 
80 fiers was his corage, Mod ni 016-0? 17 5 
That doun he laid him in that, n 
To maken his ener ref 1 1 
And yaf him good forage. TR oo AT 
' A, Seinte Mary, bepedicite = Mig a 
What aileth this Love at me ee eee, 
To binde me ſo ſo re 
Me dremed all this night patde 
An elf quene ſhatmy lemman be, 
And flepe-under my/gote. 9 30 mann 
An elf quene wol l love ywis, | 13720 
For in this world no woman Ie «0c ils 
Worthy to de my make || in toun—— | 


. 13722. {| in toun] Theſe twolaſt words, which are plajoly 
ſuperfluous, are diſtinguiſhed by a mark of this kind in mſ. 
C. 1, and the ſame mark is repeated in ver. 13743, 137.54, and 
13816, where the two final ſyllables are alfo ſuperſluous tu the 
metre, Whether in all theſe caſes the words thus ſeparated are 
to be conſidered as idle additions, for the purpoſe of intrody- 


Ir 


we ou nee A © <0 wil ww) ww A dS mm 


AS me wes wh AM 


ww a 4 MI 


THE! SINE OT SURE THOPNS:” 1 reg N 


All other women I forſa le 
eee 24121100 1811 21 10 
By dale and eke by doom: 3o 3 fob man 13725 


Into his ſadel he clombe anon, 
And priked over fileand den SY wilt 36th 17 
An elf quene for to eſpir, ur h inn 2 
Tithe ſo long had riden er 1101119417 £5 
That he fond in a privee one EN bun. 1e 
The contree of Faerie. afl: Yn” 

Wherin he foughto nordh and bah, 
And oft he ſpied with his month 105 N 


ciog the rhyme which anſwers to them, or whether ſome lines 
which originally connected them with the context have deen 
loft it is not eaſy to determine. Upon the fatter ſuppoſition, 
which i confets appears to me the moſt probable; we may ima 
gine that in the preſent inftance the three laſt lines of this ſtanza 
and the three firſt of the following (except the words in roun 
have dropped out: in the three other inftances only two lines 
and the two firſt feet of the third may be ſuppoſeũ to be want - 
ing. in ſupport of this hypot heſis it may be obſerved, that 
in the very next ſtanaa the laſt line, ver. 13731, as the + 2 i 
lowing line, in mf. C. 1, ſtand thus 

The contre of serie fo wilde, 

Fot in that contree n'as ther non 

© [That to him durſi ride or gon] | | 

Neither wif ne chltde. | 
Whether the two lines and part of another which 1 195 in- 
ſerted before wilde from other mil. be genuine I will not be 
poſitive, but it is very clear, I think, that ſomething is w 
ing. The line between hooks, which is inſerted in mf. 6 1, in 
a later hand, is in mif. HA. D. 3 

V. 13733. be pied] Ed. Urry. reads fpired, I know not upon 

what authority; but the emendation is probable enough, as 
the expreſſion-of ing with the mouth ſeems to be too extra- 
vagantly abſurd even ſor this compoſition. To ue or Mere, 
Gl. Doug. ſignifies to inquire, from de Sax . n 
5. 327. eren Conf. Amant, fol. 183. 


2 171 
8 


In many a foreſt wilde, An ee ee 
Forin that contree n ar her non 205uP 2152 07 T3735 


That to him dorſt ride or oo 1b YC * 151 Ib 1 
Neither wif ne child. abb vin rl 
Til that ther came wer grant, x 
Hume was Sire Oliphauge, np? 

A perilous men of dede;' ed _—_ e 


He ſayde, Child, by e e ni Bade 
But if thou prike out of myn haunnt 
Anon l flee ado 1113201 v7 
Here is the Quene of Facrie/, _ H 110 b 


— 


With harpe, and pipe, and Rnd yt gibt 375 
Dwelling i in this place. 0% 8 


F. 13739. Sire Olipbaumr! Sir Le A ee wh i for 
aan. Mandeville, p. a83.; And there hen altamany wylde 
beſtes. and name liche ot a/yfaunics.” Ihe vet y learned and 
ingenious author of Letters on Chivairy, e. ſuppoſes that 
the boke o The Giant OH ant and Chylde Thopas was not 
a fiction of Chaucer's own; but a ſtory of antique fame, and 
6 very celebrated in the days of chivalry. L can only ſay that 
I have not been ſo fortunate as to meet with any traces of ſuch 
a ory of an carber date than The Cantefbury Tales. 

F. 13741. % Termagaunt] This Saracen deity in an G0 ro- 
"ance, mf. Bod. 1624, ls c nRantly called bee 


De devant ſei fait: porter ſun dragon. Arp 
E Peftendart Ter vagan g Mabum, £ Ne ea 
 E an/yiriagene feln te felon. 
and again; 13 157 ee 
W . enn 1 


E Apoilin, dunt il mie rien unt. 
This romance, which in the mf. has no title; may poſſibly be 
an older copy uf une which is frequently quoted by bu Cange 
under the title of le koman de Ronce eaux. ane name 
was Turold, as appears from the laſt Une * 
©. Ci tan le Sehe que Tub declinet., 


ne is not ioned by any of the writers, of French ery 
hiſtory that 1 have ſeen. 


——— 


The child ſayd, Al ſo mote i the 
To morwe wol | meten hee; cw oy 
Whan l have min armoure, | r, 
And yet | hope par ma fay el 
That thou Gals with this Jninocywy | ene 
Abien it ful ſoure |: 2 me eve is a bak 
Sbal I perce, if I may, | . 
Oe i bo Ry prltc-vf the dit, „„ 
For here thou ſhalt be ſlawe. 13785 

Sire Thopas drow abak ful ne | | 
This geaunt at him ſtones caſt _ 
Out of a fel ſtaffe ſling: ne 05 
But faire eſcaped child 'Thopas, | 
And all it was thurgh Goddes grace, 13760 
And thurgh his faire berigng. - 

Yet liſteneth, Lordings, to wy Tos 
Merier than the nightingale, 0 . 
For now | wol you roune „ 
. 13765 
Priking over hill and dale, ee ee ee 
Is comen agein to toune,. 

His mery men commandeth be 
To maken him bothe game and gle, | if ; 
For nedes muſt he fighte T3770 
With a geaunt with hedes three _ , 5 
For paramour and jolitee 
Of on that ſhone ful brighte. © 


v. 13758. a fel fafe fling] D 3 

| but what kind of fling is meant I know not. tac | 

$raffting.. wy 
Felume IV, © P | 


1286 THKE/RIME OF SIRE'THOPAS. 


Do come, he ſayd, my mineſtrales/:; [> ll 
And geſtours for to tellen tales 43775 


Anon in min arming, 1 Uf o, Ot 


2 9 
Of ropuaunces that ben reale, \Sqod 1 tay haf. 
Of popes and of cardinales, £4 vor; 3h 1 
And eke of love-longing- et dy ER pt 1 nid A 


v. 13775. gcfours for to tellen tales} ah mal 
ol a geffour was to recite tales or jetts, which was only one of 
the branches of the minftteſ's toe oi. Minfrels and ge- 
our are mentioned together in the following lines, from Wil- 


liam of Xailyngton's tranſlation of a — We by 8 
of Walby, mf. Reg. 17 C. viii. e 
1 warne you furt at the begynninge 3 
That Iwill make no vain carpinge e 
Of cedes of armys ne of amours, l 
As dus myuftrelles ang eftours,  - ae 
That makys carpinge in many a place | „F 
8 61 Octoviane and Iſenibraſe, 4 „nnen, 
And of many other jeſtes, 1 n 


T3 » 
3 - 


2. ans 1 
And namely whan they come to es” n 
Ne of the life of Bevys of Hampton, Ex 7 THE Toe 
That was 4 knight bf gret renoun, of Res e 
Ne of Sic Gye of war u & 


All if it might ſum men lyge— 
I cite theſe lines to thew the ſpecies of tales ACA by the an- 
cient zefours, and been they differed from POR we now 
„. SEI/HI08 15 08 WEIS) oo | 
Fain and Gazuain, mi. Cort. Saib. * . 

Be fund a knight unde a tre; 

Upon a cloth of gold he lays : 553 

Byfor bini fat a ful fat mag 

A lady ſat with tham in ſerez S244 Adis en $0 
Tuc maiden red, that thai might here 3 # at yy 8 

A real romance in that place. 5 
The original of this title, which is an uncommon one, I take 
to have been this: when the Freneh'romanees found their way 
into ltaly, (not long before the year 1 300, Cre/cimb. t. i. p. 336,) 
ſome Italian undertook to collect together all thoſe relating to 
Charlemagne and his family, and to form them into a regular 


bully * + books of this work Tome Gown to 


92 \ # N 


713 » © &. 4 
3 a« t»4 2 * 24 * 


And mede eke in a maſelin os 2512 13% > A 


And real ſpicerie, 5 ian 207 
Of ginger-bred that was ſul finn 
rn te gun, Is 2687, 
With ſuger that is trie. 21 27 13185 
 Hedidde next burst. eiffel 497: 

Of cloth of lake fin and clere} 7 + 4 21 
A breche and cke a ſherte, n blo 2d dou F 


the death of Pepin. They degin thus ; f « Qui ſec comenza la a: 
« ftoria el Real di Franza comenzando a Conftantino Impera - 
tore Secondo molte lezende che io ho attrovate e racolte in- 
* ſieme.” Edit. Mutine, 1491, fol. It was reprinted in 1537 


under this title; *I reali di Franza, nel quale fi contiene la 


« generazione di tutti i Re, Duchi, principi e Baron di Franza, 
© e delli Paladini, colle battaglie da loro fatte r. Quadria, 
t. vi. p. 530. Salviati had ſeen a mf, of this work written about 
1350, [Creſcimb. t. I. p. 330,] and I do not believe that an 
mention of a real (or royal) romance is to be found In French 
or Engliſh prior to that date. 

v. 13786. He didde next bis tubite lere] He Ad. or put. on 


next his white ſkin..'To don (do on) and dof (do of have been 


in uſe as vulgar words long ſince Chaucer's time. Lere ſeems 
to be uſed. for ſkin in ſumbras, mi. Cott, Cal. 195 * 4 1 
His lady is <vbite as wales bone, . 


_ Here lere brygte to ſe upon, ; . * 
80 faire as bloſme on tre 


e it more commonly ſignifies _ N we call com- 


ple xion. in the romance of Li Beau Deſronus his arming is 
thus deſcribed, fol. 42. 3 7 | 
They caſte on him a ſcherto of Al, $2662 166), Tae th 1 
A gypell as nobite as melk | | , 
In that ſemely ſale, IN LS ration fare 
And ſyzt an bawberk brygts. . 
That richely was adygt 4p * 3 
With 8 n and eme E as 


Ning: ; 4. 47 


TYRE RIME OF SIRE THOPAS; | 114, 
"They fet him firit the fwere win, a 75 13780 


— —— AD renee 4 


724 THE uu er sia THOPAS. 


And next his ſhert an haketon, n ir 19] vdr R 
And over that an haberg em e 
For percing of his herte; $122516] 18 b 
And over that a fin hauberk 18117 1 N 1 
Was all ywrought of jewes werk, bas sit BA 
Ful ſtrong it was of plate, 411 81 W 7 ul NA 
And eee eee u v. 33795 
As white as is the lily floure, 1 
In which he wold debate. Oy 
His ſheld was all of gold ſo red, 
And therin was a bores hed, . 
A charboucle beſide: 0 138 o 
And ther Yerwore on te nnd bred” „ 
How that the geaunt ſhuld be ded, "7 
eee wap XP | ie BELL 
- His jambeux were of evirhouly, XD Ob 
His ſwerdes ſheth of ivory, 1823805 
v. 13793. of jewes werk] 1 do not recollect to have ſeen 
the Jews celebrated any where as remarkadle artificers; I am 
therefore inclined to adopt an explanation of this word which 
I find in a note of the learned editor of Ancient Scotti/h Poems, 
p. 230. ; This ot, not this Jew, but this ju ler or magi- 
2 cian. The words to jotot, to deceive, and j ery-pawkry, 
«*« juggling tricks, are ſtill in uſe. In Lord Hyndford's mſ. p. 136, 
« there is a fragment of a ſoxt of fairy tals, where gc ho is che 
* guene of jowis means She is the queen of magicians,”—-Ac- 


cording to this explanation Jeeves werke may ſigniſy * * 
of magicians or fairies. 

F. 13900. A chardownle} 4 auen (efearboucle, Fr.) was 
a common bearing. Guillim's Heraldry, p. tog. 

v. 13804. cuirbouly] cuir bouilli, of which Sir Topaſes boots 
were made, was alſo applied to many other purpoſes. Sec Froi/. 
v. i. c. 110, 12, and v. iv. c. 19. In this laſt paſſage he ſays 


* N 0 8 5 
Inf AMI OF SIRE'THOPAS. 
His helme of latoun bright, 71 * Ty * 7 21 Fo +. 


His ſadel was of rewel bone 
His bridel as the ſonne ſhone,/ 4 
Or as the mone light. EY 
His ſpere was of fin cypres,.. te 
That bodeth werre and ade pee, 270 
The hed ful ſharpe yground: bog 4H} 
His ſtede was all dapple gra, 
It goth an aumble in the way 30-380 91:24 
Ful ſoftely and round j in — 1 3875 
Lo, Lordes min, here N Aab bun 
If ye wol ony more of it d bo 
To telle it wol 1 fond. | $4 
© Now hold your mouth Pour charitee 
Bothe knight and lady fre, n aoibe! ods T3320 
And herkeneth to my ſpell; wald se e. 
Of bataille and of chevalri ec 
Ol ladies love and druerie, 0% fire: 26, N 


A Lot 
Anon | wol you tell. | 
the Saracens covered their targes with © oujy _ de A 
« d2ce, ou nul fer ne peut prendre wattacher ; file cuir weft 
« trop Echaufe.” 

v. 13807. rewel bone] What kind of material this was l pro- 
feſs myſelf quite Ipnorant. In the Ttrrnam. of Tottenbam, ver. 5, 
Lune. Pet. v. ii. p18] Tibby is introduced with'a garland 
on her head full of ruell bones. The derivation in Gloff. Urr. of 
this word from the Fr. vol. diverſly coloured, has not the leaſt 
probability. The other, which deduces it from the Fr. rouelle, 
rotula, the whirldone or Eneepan, is more plauſible, though, 
as the gloſſariſt obferves, that ſenſe will hardly ſuit here. 

v. 13823. Of ladies love and {yur ir) I have taken the I- 
berty here of departing from the mil, which read 

And of ladies love erucric, 
L aj 


226 Tur AM OF SH LHODAL, 


Men ſpeken of romaunces of pris,” - 13825 
Of Hornchild and of Ipotis hd 2. 
Of Bevis and Sire ur 
Of Sire Libeux and Plemdamour, r 
„ CEE eee e aha 
8 <1 . 

His goode ſtede he al beſtrode, 
e eee ee 253 4 
As ſparcle out of bronde 0 
Apen bene asd aber 61 1 bus V0 147% 
And therin ſtiked a lily flour: ¾ 13835 
God ſhilde his corps fro onde? 10 l 7 il 
2 ally: 


Upon cond thoughts Iam more inclined to throm out love 
as a glols for druerie, and to read thus; 1 
2 And of ladies druerie. LIME 372) * 
Druerie is ſtrangely explained in SF r e e ene 
it means courtſhip, gallantry. : 
F. 13828. Of Sire Libeux] His romance is in mi. Corr. Cal. . 
In the TO eee ü 8 Kö Err | 
King Arthur ſpeaks ; | * 
Now clepeth him alle thus, : . 
1,y Bean Deſcensns , 0 8 2411 
For the love of me, ' 1 4 
Than mw ovary ain | | | 
| 7 be fayre untnowe 
Certes ſo batte | 


Eid. Pleindamour] ] Thisisthe reading ot the tt and Tknow 
ab e r eee eee as both names 
ſound equally well. 1 
P. 13833. A ſparcle] The ſame file bn 


be, 
| ſpronge forth, as ſparke on If. of ] glede. 


Glade in the preceding verke b probably —— 
um the Sax. W 


14 


8 


And for he was a knigbtatatrous nad 6% 0:1 
He n'olde ſlepen in non hous, 2dolnt wo / 
But liggen in his hood: od 195 TAs I 
1 ROW $ s 0 
mater bim hemd! + Slut pen Yo 
Ol herbes fin and good. t. b 58% 

——— aldhovells. 500 1 
As did the knight Se Percivell git! "Ak I. 
So worthy under weed, mens 
S t pogtbtow o t ttt 


PROLOGUE. TO MELIBEUS, . 10 


No more of this for Goddes dignitec, 2 
. van eh wie nf 


So wery of thy veray lewedneſſe, i? „ 
That al o wiſly God my foule blefſe 64 "£385 


13844. Sire Percivell] The romance PTY Ga- 
Jos. or de Galis, was compoſed in Goc lebe French? verſe by 
Chreſtein de Troyes, one of the oldeſt and beſt French roman- 
cers before the year 1191. Fauchet, I. ii. c. x. It confifted of 
above ſixty thouſand verſes, [B: bl. des Rom. t. i. p. 250.) ſo 
that it would be ſome trouble to find the fact which is proba; 
bly here alluded to. The romance under the fame title in 
French proſe, printed at Faris 15 30, fol. can ann 
ment, 1 one of the original poem. | 

v. 13845. So worthy under wede] This * urs 

eee bk pag 8 * 

fol. 70. b. Than ſayde that worth unther 3 


— 7. The childe was worthy untber wede, _ 
"And fate upon a nobyl TOI f 


Seen FF 


1 2 Nn 


Min eres aken ef thy draft ſpeche 7 
Now ſwiche a rime the devibideteche;/: ]ñö 
This may wel be rime dogerel, quod he. 
++ Why ſo? quod Iʒ why wolt thou letten me 
More of my Tale than an other man, 13855 
Sin that it is the beſte rime L can? 
By God, quod he; for plainly at o word 
Thy drafty riming is not worth a torddiꝛ· 
Thoa doſt nought elles but diſpendeſt tim. 
Sire, at o word thou ſhalt no lenger rime 13860 
Let ſee wher thou canſt tellen ought in geſte, 
Or tellen in profe ſom hat at the e 


F. 13852, the devil i betecbe]j 33 
to the devil. See ver. 3748. ö 
| My foule betake I unto dat hans ! 

and ver. 8037, 17256, where the prepoſition is e as wy, 
To tate, in our old language, is alſo uſed for to take to, to give. 
Seg ver. 13334 

te me me certain gold, 1 wats it wel. 

And compare ver. 13224, 13286, —The change Xbeiahe int 
beteche was not ſo great a licenſe formerly as it would be now 
as chand l ſeem once tohavebeenpronouncet in nearly the ſame 
manner. See vet. 3307, 8, 11, 12, whete ac er is made to rhyme 
to chercbe and Cert, It may de obſerved too that the Saxons 
had but one verb, tæcan, to Lignify capere and docere ; and 
though our anceſtors, even before Chaucer's s fine, had ſplit 
that ſingle verb into two, "to rake and to techs, and had diftin- 
guided each from the other by a different mod your of inflexion, 
yet the compound verb hetate, which 7 according to that mode 


»w 


& 


of inflexion ought to have formed it paſt time berote, formed 
it oſten, I believe, beraugbt, as if no ſuck diſtinction had been 
eftadlithed. See R. R. ver. 4438. ; Hamelyn, 666. The regular 
_ paſt time beroke occurs in ver. 16099, 


THERPHOEOUUEPTS Eb... * 
In which ther be ſom! minhe or rt ia e 


:Bladly, quod 5 by Coddesfwete pine 118 
1 wol you tell a litel thing in proſe at 
That oughte liken you; as 1ſoppole, 2 
Or elles e ee 1 1 at ith 
It is a moral Taltervertoous, 792 t Fa 6A. 
Al be it told ſomtime in 3 wiſe ; 
Of ſondry folk, ak { ſhal you deviſe. PFs | 
As thus; ye wot that every evangellſt 
Thar telleth us the peing of Jefa rid et e en 
Ne ſaith not alle thing as his felaw 1 1 5 en tter 
But natheles hir ſentence is al ſotb, nal] 
And alle accorden as in hir ſentence, 1 fs 
Al be ther in hir telling differenceg- i 
For ſom of hem ſay more and ſom 2 — b 
Whan they his pitous paſſion expreſſe 195 
Imene of Mark and Mathew, Lake and Jok, 223 
ut douteles hir ſentence is all on. 13886 
Therfore, Lordinges all, 1 you beſeche, 0 Ui 
If chat ye thinke'Þ vary in my ſpeehe, ug ai Tod 
As thus, ge Ent HR RI na 
Of pro ver bes than ye han herde before 2 


Comprehended in this Heel tretiſe here, 1355 
To enforeen with the effec of my mater, 0 (2tE 
And though I not the fame wordes ſay" 23 5 
As ye han herde; yet to you alle 1 8 


. 13829, I mene of Mark and Mathetp) ' 3 
and has been added for the ſake of the metre without autha - 
rity, and perbaps without neceſſity, av Adart watiprobably _ 


ten by Chaucer Marte, and pronounced. as a-difiyttablev i 


— —— — woe” 


Se OR RH Ee dad w of 
Shu! ye nowher 6n6enno'difference 47 ,- | _—_ 


Frd the ſentence of thilke tretiſe bed ei 
After the which this mery Tale write; 
And therfore herkeneth what 1 ©2560} 5 n FF 
And let me tellen all my een 13894 


FK IE. 


THE TALE OF MELIBEUS. 10 
Ay Youge man called Melibeus; mighty apdriche; be- 
gate upon his neee eve 
which that called was Sophie- 18 
Upon à day befell that nde per fo went 
into the feldes him to playe., His wif and eke his 
doughter hath he leſt within his hous, of which the 
dores weren faſt yſhette. Foure of his olde foos han it 
eſpied, and ſetten ladders to the walles of his hous, 
and by the windowes ben entre d, and beten his wif, 
and wounded his doughter with five mortal woundes 
in five ſondry-places; this is to ſay, in hire feet, in hire 
hondes, in hire eres, in hire noſe, and in hire mouth, 
and leften hire for dede, and wenten away. 


The Tale of Melihus] prudedce/ the diſcreet wife of Melibeus, 
perſuadeth her huſband to patience, ard to regeive his enemies 


to mercie and grace. A Tale full of moralitie, whereim both high | 


and low may learne to governe their affections. 'Speght. ' 
The Tale of Melibe u:] Mr. Thomas has obſerved that this Tale 
ſeems to have been written in blank verſe. LA. notes upon Cb. 

ed. Orr. in Brit, Muf.} it is certain that in the former part of it 
we find a numder bf blank veries intermixed in a much greater 
than in any of our Author's other proſe writings, but 


proportion: 
this poetical ſtyle is e | 


four or five pages. - NN boa AX) n yi 


TRE TALE OF En | 11 


1 - Whan Melibens vetdrned/aglied ie Mbung und 


ſey al this meſchief, he like * renting Aly 
clothes gan ta wepe and crie Ron blut ad. 
Prudence his wif, as fer forth as ſhe dorile, befought 
him of his weping for to ſtint: but wor forthy he gan 
to crie and vepen ever lenger the more. 
This noble wif Prudence remembred hire upon the 
ſentence of Ovide ꝰ in his bbok that cleped is he Res 
medie of Love; wheras he faith, He is a foo that di- 
ſtourbeth the moder towepe inthe deth of hire childe 
til ſhe have wept hit᷑e fille; as for a certain time; and 
than ſhala man dan hisdiligence with amiable wordes 
lire ta reconforte, and preye hire of hire weping for | 
to ſtinte. For which reſon this noble wif Prudence ſuf- 
fred hire houſbond for to wepe and erie as for a cer- 
tain ſpace, and han ſhe faw hire time ſnie ſayde to 
him in this wiſe { Alas! my Lord. quod ſhe why make 
ye yourſelf for to be like a fool? forſothe it appertein- 
eth not to à wiſe man to maken ſwiche à ſorwe. 
Youre doughter with the grace of God ſhal-wariſh _ 
and eſcape. And al were it ſo that ſhe right now were 
_ ye ne ought n eee 


13 is *4 
* 6 femtence of wide Rem. am. 125. q 


ah Quis matrem, alt mentis inops, in funere nad n 
Flere vetet.! . ph 


It would be a laborious and thankleſs taſk to point out we arg | 
places of all the quotations which are made uſe of in this trea- 
tile, I ſhall therefore confine my obſervations. of that kind to 


a few paſſages, which are taken from authors not commonly to 
bemetwith 


4 


3-58 „ ˙·Ä A a nts, 
15 An 
Beoye, eb ſaich, This wife man-ſhal not raks to 
thedeth'of his children, but certet 
he ſhulde ſuffren it in patience, 1 — 
the dethiof bis bwen propre:perſote, 4 
This Melibens anſwered anon and Ride; What 
man (quod he) ulde of his weping ſtinte that hath 
ſo gret a cauſe ſor to wope? Jeſu Cx ĩſt our Lord him- 
ſell wepte for the deth pf Lazarus His fremd. Prudence 
anſweredt Certes wel I wots attempre weping is no- 
thing defended to him that ſorweful is among folk in 
ſot we, butt is rather graunted him to wepe. The a- 
poſtle Poale upto the Romaines writeth, Man ſhal 
rejoyce/with hem that maken joye, and wepen with 
ſwichs:folk: us weptn. But though attempre weping 
be ygranted, outrageous weping certes is defended. 
Meſure of weping ſhulde be conſidered after the lore 
that techeth us Senck. Whan that thy frend is dede 
(quod he) let not thin eyen to moiſte ben of teres ne 
to muche drie ; although the teres comen to thin eyen 
let hem net falle. And whan thou haſt forgon thy 
frend do diligence to get agrin another frend ; and 
this is \mbre- wiſdom than for to wepe for thy frend 
| whichthatthou haſt lorne, for therin is no bote. And 
therfore if ye governe you by ſapience | ut away ſorwe 
out of youre herte. Remembreth you that Jeſus Sirak 
' fayth, Aman that is joyous and glad in herte it him 
_ conſerveth floriſhing in his age; but ſothly a forwe- 
fol herte makerh his bones drie. He faith cke thus, 
* 1 * 1 . 
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that Torwe an herte ſleeth ful many a man. [Salomon 
ſayth, chat right as mouthes in the ſhepes flerſe anoien 
to the clothes, and the ſmale wormes to the tree, right 
ſo andieth ſorwe to the herte of man; wherfore us 
6ughtas wel in the deth of oure children as in n. 
of oure goodes temporel have patience. 

NRemembre you upon the patient Job whanhe hadde | 
loft his children and his temporel ſubſtaunce, and in 
his body endured and received ful many a grevous tri- 
bulation, yet ſayde he thus; Oure Lord hath yeve it 
to me, oure Lord hath beraft it me; right as oure 
Lord hath wold right ſo is i: don; ybleſſed be the 
name of oure Lord. 'Cothiſcforeſaidethinges anſwer- 
ed Melibeus unto his wif Prudence: All thy wordes 


(quod he) ben tree, and therto profitable, but trewe- 


ly min herte is troubled with this ſorwe fo grevoully 
that I n' ot what to don. Let calle (quod Prudence) 
thyn tre we frendes alle, and thy linage, which that ben 
wiſe, and telleth to hem your cas, and herkeneth what 
they faye in conſeilling, and governe you after hir ſen- 
tence. Salomon ſaith, Werke all thinges by conſeil and 
thou ſhalt never repente. 


Than by conſeil of his wif Priadents this Melibeus "ay 


let allen a gret congregation of folk, as ſurgiens, 

phiſiciens, olde folk and yonge, and ſom of his olde 

enemies reconciled (as by hir ſeniblant) to his love and 

to his grace; and therwithal ther comen fome of his 

neĩnheboures that diden him reverence more for drede 
Volume IP, M 
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than for love, as it bappeth oft: ther comen alſo ful 
many ſubti be yi e r aank in 1 
lawe. 

50 3 thiſe — aſſembled OE 
Melibeus in ſorweful wiſe ſhewed hem his cas, and 
by the manere of his ſpeche it ſemed that in herte he 
bare a cruel ire, ready to don vengeaunce upon his 
foos; and ſodeinly deſired that the werre ſhulde be- 
ginne, but natheles yet axed he his -onſei} upon this 
matere. A ſurgien, by licence and aſſent of ſwiche as 
weren wiſe, up _ and unto Mehibeus. er as ye 
moun here. 

Sire, (quod he) A510 us . CPE" chat 
— to every wight the beſte that we can, wher as we 
ben withholden, and to our patient that we do no da- 
mage, het fore it happeth many time and ofte that 
whan twey men han everich wounded other o fame 
ſurgien heleth hem both, wherfore unto our art it is 
not pertinent to norice werre, ne parties to ſupporte: 
but certes as to the wariſhing of youre doughter, al 

be it fo that perilouſiy ſhe be wounded, we ſhuln do ſo 
ententiſ beſineſſe fro day to night, that with the grace 
of God ihe ſhal he hole and ſound as ſone as is poſſible. 
Aimoſt right in the ſame wiſe the phiſiciens anſwer- 
den, fave that they ſaiden a fewe worde more; that 
right as maladies ben cured by hir contraries, right ſo 
nal man wariſhe werre. lis neigheboures ful of envie, 
kis leincd ſrendes that femed reconciled; and his flater- 

M Kön 
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ers, maden ſemblant of weping. and empeired and a- 
gregged muchel of this matere, in pre yſing gretly Me- 


| libee of might, of power, of rieheſſe, and of frendes. 


deſpiſing the power of his adverſaries, and ſaiden out- 
rely that he anon e eee on his foos, _ 
beginnen werre. n Fa 1 a 

Op roſe than an advocat ee wife; bytes a anit 
by conſeil of other that were wiſe, and ſayde; Lord- 
inges, the nede for the whichwe ben aſſembled in this 
place is a ful hevie thing, and an heigh matere, be- 
cauſe of the wrong and of the wikkedneſſe that hath 
be don, and eke by reſon of the grete damages that in 
time coming ben poſſible to fallen for the ſame cauſe; 
and eke by reſon of the gret rieheſſę and power of the 
parties bothe, for the which reſons it were a ful gret 
peril to erren in this matere: wherfore, Melibeus, this 
is oure ſentence: we conſeille you, aboven alle thing. 
that right anon thou do thy diligence in keping of thy 


propre perſone in ſwichea wiſe that thou ne want non 


eſpie ne watche thy body for to ſave; and aſter that 
we conſeille that in thin hous thou ſette ſuſſiſantgar- 
niſon, ſo that they moun as wel thy body as thy hous 
defende: but certes for to mee ven werre, ne ſodenly 
for to do vengeaunce, we moun not deme in ſo litel 
time that it were profitable; wherfore weaxenleiſer 
and ſpace to have deliberation in this eas to deme; for 
the comune proverbe ſaith thus, He that ſone de met 
fone ſhal N and * men fain that thilke juge 
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is wiſe that fone underſtondeth a miatere and jugeth 
by leiſer : for: al be it fo that al tarying be andiſul, 
algates it is not to repreve imyeving of jugement, ne 
in vengeance taking, whan itisſufitfantandrefonable> 
and that ſhewed our Lord Jeſu Criſt by enſarnple, for 
whan that the woman that was taken in advoutrie 
was brouglit in his prefence, to khowen what ſhuld be 
don with hire perſone al beit that he wiſt webhim« 
ſelf what that he wolde anſwere, yet ne wolde he not 
anſwere ſodeinly, but he wolde havedeliberation, and 
in the ground he wrote twies: and by thiſe cauſes we 
axen deliberation, and we ſhuln than by. _— _ 
God conſeile the thing that ſhal be profirnble. - 

Up ſterte than the yonge ſolk at ones. ebd. 
Nie ot that compagnie han ſcorned this olde wiſe 
man, and begonnen to make noiſe; and ſaiden; Right 
ſo as while that ĩren is hot men ſhulde ſmite, right ſo 
men ſhuln do vvreken hir wronges while that they ben 
freſhe and newe: and with loude voys they criden 
Werrel werre ! Up roſe tho on of thiſeolde wiſe, and 
with his hand made countenaunce that men ſhuld 
holde hem ſtille and ye ve him audience: Lordinges, 
(quod he} ther is ful many a man that crieth Werre! 
werre! that wote: ful litel what werre amounteth. 
Werre at his beginning hath fo gret an entrimg and 
fo large, that every wight may enter whanhim liketh, 
and lightly find werre; but certes what end that ſhal 
befalle it is not light to know; for fothly whan that 
werre is ones begonne there is ful many a child un- 
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borne of his moder that ſhal ſterve yong by cauſe of 
thilke werre, other elles live in ſorwe, and dien in 
wretchedneſle; andtherfore or that any werre be be- 
gonne men muſt have gret tanſeil and gret delibera - 
tion. And whan this olde man wende to enſorcen his 
tale by reſons, wel nie alle at ones begonne they to 
riſe for to breken his tale, and bidden him ful oſt his 
wordes ſor to abregge; for ſothly he that precheth to 
hem that liſten not heren his wordes his ſermon hen 
anoieth ; for Jeſus Sirak ſayth that mulike i in weping 
is a noious thing; this is to ſayn, as muche availleth 
to ſpeke beforn folk to which his ſpeche anoiethasto. 
ſinge beforne him that wepeth. And whan this wiſe 
man faw that him wanted audience al ſhamefaſt he 
ſctte him doun agein; for Salomon faith, Theras thou 
ne mayſt have non audience enforce thee not to ſpeke, 
Iſee wel (quod this wiſe man) that the comune pro- 
verbe is ſoth, that Hr conſeil wanteth whani it ismoſt 
nede, 

Yethad this Melibeusi in his conſeil many folk that 
prively in his ere conſeilled him certain thing, and 
conſeilledhimthe contrary ingeneral audience. Whan 
Melibeus had herd that the greteſt partie of his con- 
ſeil were accorded that he ſhulde make werre, anon 
heconſentedtahireconſeilling, and ſullyaffermed hir 
ſentence. Than Dame Prudence, whaa that ſhe ſaw 
how that hire hoſbonde ſhope him for to awreke him 
en his ſoos, and to Rechung werre, ſhe in ful Fannie 
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wiſe, what ſhe fave hire time, ſayde him theſe wordes? 
My Lord, (quod ſhe) 1 you beſeche, as hertly as I dare 
and can, ne haſte yon not to faſte, and ſor alle guerdons 
as yt ve me audience; for Piers Alphonſe ſ ſayth, Who 
+ Piers Apbonſe] Recalls himfelf Perras Alfunf in his Dealo · 
tus contra Fude os, mi. Hark 3861. He there informs us that he 
was himſeif originally a Jew, but converted and baptized in the 
year 1106, in july, die natulis Arp. Petri er Pault, upon which 
accnunt de took the name of Peter; © Fuit autem pater meus 
* \pirituails Aunſiet, glorioſus Riſpanie Imperator.“ (the firſt 
King of Arragon of that name and the feventh of Caftile)- 
« quare, nomen ejus preſato nomini meo appemens, Petrus Ale 
und mihi nomen impoſui.” Aſter his converſion he wrote 
the dialogue above-mentioned, and alſo another work which 
is here quoted by Chaucer, and of which therefore think my- 
felt obliged tu give forte account. —4t sexrant in mi. in many 
Tibraries, but the only copy which I have had an opportunity 
of examining is in the Muſeum, Bih Reg. 10 B. xii.: it is there 
entitled Petri Adeifonſi de Cericali difciplind, and begins thus; 
<< Dixit Perrus Adelfonſus, ſervus compoſitor hwjus li» 
<« hri—Libellum compeꝑi partim ex proverbifs et caſtigatio- 
e nibus Arabicis et fabulis et verſibus. et partim ex animalium 
set volucrum fimilitudinibus.”—After a ſhort proem he en- 
ters thus upon his main ſubject;· Eboc igirur philoſophus, qui 
** lingua Arabica cognominatur Fdric, dixit filio ſuo; Timor 
«* Domini fit tua negotiatio,” c. The work then proceeds 
in the form of a dialogue between the philoſopher and his ſon, 
in which the precepts of the former are for the moſt part ill} u- 
firared by appoſite fables and examples. Edyis (according to 
D Herbelor, in v.) was the ratne of Enoch among the Arabians, 
who attribute to him many ſabulous compatizions. Whether 
Alfonfus had any of them in his. view1knaw * nor is it ma- 


terial: the manner and ſtyle of his work ſhe both many marks 
_ of an eaſtern original, and one of his ftories Of a trict put upon 
a thief is entirely taken from the Calilab u Damnab *, a cele- . 

* Though the exact age of the Calilab u Damnab he by no means 


clear, we know that it was tranſlated out of Arabick into Greek by Sy- 
meon Seth ſeveral jean before Alfonſus wrote, The fiory mentioned 
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ſo that doth to thee outher good or hatte haſte thee 
not to quite it, for in this wiſe thyfrend wol abide, and 
brated collection of oriental apologues in this part of the 


world, however, Alfonſus may be conſidered as anoriginal writ- 
er. Bis work was very early tranflated into French verſe. In 


an old copy, mſ. Reg. 16 F. viii. the tranſlation'is entitied/Pro- 


derbes Peres Anforſe; and there is a ſhort introduction by the 


tranſlator, in whicthe ſays, . voil Peres Aufurr tranſlater.. - 


In a later copy, mf. Bod. 1689, the introduction is omitted; but 
the poem is entitled Le Romaunsz Peres Aunfour coment it aprift 
et chaftia ſun ili belement.---In another copy, mſi Harl. 4388, 
there is neither introduction nor title, ſo that by the mere omi 
fions of tranſetibers the French tranſlation has put on the ap- 


pearance of an original work, and is quoted as ſuch by M. je 


here is not in that copy of Symeon's tranſlation. which Starkius has 
printed under the title of Specimen Sapienti« Inderum, Rerolin 1697 

8ro, but it is in mn. Red: 310, and in the Lat. verfion'of Symeon's 
which Pouſlin publiſhed dy way of Appendix to the hiſtory of Pachyme- 
res, inter Script. Hit. Byz.ant. The various titles under which this eat, 
ern romance has paiſed through Europe may be ſeen in the preface of 
Starkius, and in Fabr. Bib. Gr. vi. 460, and x. 314, though neither of 
them has taken notice of an Italian tranſlation or imitation by Firen- 
zulo, entitled Diſcorf degli animali. Sec his Preſe, Fir. 1548. The other 
Italian verfion, which they mention, by Doni, was trandlated into Eng- 
um under the title of The Moral Philoſophy of Doni out of Italian by Sir 
Thomas North Knight, 4to, 1601, [4mes, p. 435,1 and is alluded to, I 
ſuppoſe, by Jonſon in his Epirence, p. 494, dy the name of Done“ Phi- 
loſopby, though ho has made the ſpeaker Sir Am. La-Fool{whether de- 
fiqnenly pr not 1 am uncertain) confounds it with Reynard the Fox. 
Since they wrote there has deen an ed. at Paris in 1724 with this title 

Contes et fables Indiennes, de Bidpai et de Lokman, traduites 1 Ali rebe- 
. tIebi-Ben-SaltS, Auftur Torr. Oruvre prjthurme. par M. Galland. The 
words et e Lotman in this title I ſuſpect to have been added by the 
bookſeller, for I cannot find any thing of Lokman in the work itſelf. 
Perhaps M. Galland might have intended to annex the fables of Lok. 
man, but was prevented by death. For the reſt, there is no material dif. 
ference detween this edition and a former French verfion, which was 
made from the Perſick, and printed in 1698, except in the Ryte: they 
doth liffer very con fiderably from the Greek. — wilt jofttake no- 
tice that one ot the fables in the Greek, p. 444, has been inſerted (dat 
with great variations) by Matthew Paris in his Hiſtory, ad ann. 1195, 
As a parable which Rich. I. after his return from the caſt was uſed fre- 
guevUy to relate ingrates redarguends,  _ © OE ATE 
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thin enemie ſhal the lenger liveindrede. The proverbe 
ſayth, He baſteth wel that wiſely can abide; ; and In 
wikked baſt is no profite. 


Comte de Caylus in his Memoire furlet Fablioux, Lad. "1 Inf, 
t. XX. p. 361,] under thegeneral title of Le chaſſoiement du pere 
au Ali. fable of the Sheep, of which M. de Caylus has there 
given an abitraR, is in the Latin Alfonſus, fab. ix. I will add, 
that the ſame fable, in the Cento Noelle Antiche, N. xxx. is fa- 
thered upon uno nowellatore di meer Azzolino ; and Cervantes, 
changing the ſheep for goats, has pur it into the mouth of San- 
cho, Don Quix. p. i. c. xx. Cervantes indeed has alſo altered 
the application of it, but I think not for the better, —I am 
inclined to believe that Hebers, the author or tranſlator of the 
French romance called Dolopatos, in the beginning of the 1 3th 
century, had read this work of Alfonſus perhaps before it was 
tranſlated into French. Ihe ftory of the ſtone thrown into the 
well, Decameron, vii. 4, which Fauchet ſuppoſes Boccace to 
have taken from Hebers, is in Alfonſus, fab. xi.: it is'not in the 
Greek Syntipas , which I imagine to have been the ground- 


+ The only copy which 1 have ever ſeen of Syntipas is in mr. Hart. 


bt 


$560. I ſhovid gnefs that it agreed in fubſtance with that which Dn 


Cange made ufe of in his Gl2feritum Med. rt Inf. Crecitatis, (ſee his 
Index Au#orum, p. 33,1 thouh it ſeems to be of x later age and in a 
more depraved dialect. They differ in this, that the Harteian copy is ſaid 
to have been tranſlated frum the Periick [aro T:fTIarng Bib A ty 
Pwwa; xy yawrlean, | and Du Cange's from the Sy riack [aro o- 
pie 955 Rt Nu, get rl Art, tig 1 Exxada Ner- 
Tav.] However, 1 would nol vouch that it really was tranſlated either 
from the Peruck or Syriacks Among the oriental mil. in the Bodleian 
library the catalogue mentions one in Turkiſh, [Rewiinſon, 31,] De 
uxore Chaftkini Turcarum regis. filio, which I fuſpect to contain this 
ſame Rory, tranſlated perhaps from the Greek or frum the Italian Era» 
0. —yntipas is faid to have been printed at Venice, Lingua Gre- 
ca vulga i, Fabric. Bibl. Gr. x. 515. How far that edition may agree 
with the Harleian mſi. I cannot ſay, having never ſeen it: to judge by 
the mſ. only it ſeems probable that if Syntipas was the groundwork uf 
the Dolopatos Hebers muſl have departed as much from his original as 
the ſucceeding compilers of Les ſept Sages and of Erajts have ſrum He- 
ders. Neither the ftory mentioned in the text, nur the tw othery Which 
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This Melibreanfwered unto his wif Prudence t 
purpoſe not ( quod ha) to werken by ti conſeib fot 
work of theDalopatos, and therefore I preſume that it was in · 
ſerted by Hebers, (or the monk whoſe Latin he tranſlated] and 
poſſibly from Alſonſus, at leaſt it is not more probable that Boc- 
cace ſhould take it frem Heber than from Altfonſus, with whoſe 
work he appears to have been well acquainted, One of his no- 
vels, Decam. vii. 6, is plainly copied from thence, fab. viii. a 

his celebrated novel of the two friends Tito and Giſippo,.De+ 
eam. x. 8, is borrowed, with hardly any varfationexceptin the 
names of perſons and places, from the ad of Alfonſus, or, which 
is the ſame thing, from the Gta Romanorum t, into which col- 


Fauchet refers to as borrowed by Boccace from Aeders, Viz Decams 
01. 2, and viii. 8, ate to be found in the mſ. Syntipas, On the other hand 
the ory in The Detem. vii, 6, which is ſaid in the text to be probably 
copied from Alfonſus, is alſo in Syntipasgtbough | from the lence of 
Fauchet we may preſume that it was not in the Dalopatos. The plan. 
of Syntipas is exactly the. ſame. with that of. Leet Sages, the alias 
Erafto, the French Ereftz, and gur little fury - hoo The Seven. Tviſe Ma- 
gen, except that inſtead of Diocleſian of Rome the Fingis called Cyzus 
of Perſia, and inkead of ons tale each of the philoſophers tells two, Thie 
laſt circumfiance js an argument, I think, for the originality of Synth» 
pas, and another may be draws: ſrom the inſipadity of the greateſt part 
of the tales... The FAM one of them which, 2541 remember, is retained 
in the modern Eraltus. is that of ihe knight, who, in a fit of gronndleſs 
paſſion Eited a faithful dog, Erafte, ch. . It is mr borrowed from 
a floxy in the CGalilabu Damnab, p. 339 of the Gr. tranilation, though 
there inſlead of a dog the animal is called Nuj@1, by ſememiſiake, as 
I fuſpeR, of the tranſtator. here is a tranſtat io of this romance, 
in Engliſh otofytadie verſe, not later than Chaycer's time, as I ima. 
tine, in mi. Cotton, alba, E. ix. It is entitled The Procer of the Seven. 
ages, and agrecs.cxactly-with Ger fed Sage: de Nane in nnn c 
mf. Hard. 3880. 

t The title in the printed copies is Ex Gems Romanerumn biftoric now 
tabiles collecte; de witiis viriutibuſgque tratames; cum applicationidis 
moraliſatis et myſticis: The author uf this range work is quite unknown, 
nor is it eaſy tofix with preciũon the time of its compoſttiom. Upon 
the whole I have ne douir that it is of a later date than Alfonſus, vi. l 
the beginning of the 12th century, and I mould oveſs that it wu co. 
poſed about the end uf that century, or the beginning of the 131. 
Three couplets of Englih xerſes in ch. 68, and ſome Engliſh names in 
ch. 128, which are ti he ſound in ſeveral od mil; (the farmer ch. heing 
Mere numbered 111), and the latter xxviit,) though they have been left 
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bold me than a fool; this is to ſayn, if I for thy con- 


lection, after a time, atmoft all the beſt fables of Alfonſus were 
incorporated. This laſt etrcurattance, though certainly very 


out of the editt. afford a reaſonable ground for conjecturing that one of 
our countrymen was the author.—As it continued to be a popalar book 
at the time of the invention of printing it was very early put to the preſs, 
and ſeveral editt. of it were publiſhed in different places before the year 
1600. The eartlieftedirt. that I have ſeen agree together exactly, and con- 
tain 152 chapters. Ihe edit. at Rouen in'l521 contains 181 chapters, the 
ſtory of Apollonius Tyrius being the firſt of the additional chapters, 
'Sce Diſcourſe, c. n. 16.] In mff. Hart. 2270 and 52 59, which are 
both ſeemingly complete, the number of chapters does not exceed 102; 
and yet notwithftanding there are ſo many more ſtories in the printed 
books there are flill ſeveral in the mff. which 1 apprettend have never 
been printed. [See a note upon the plot of Shakeſpeare's Merchant of 
Venice, with the fignature of T. T. vol. ji. p. 224, and an addition 
to it in Appendix ij. See alfo a note of Mr. Farmer's in the ſame Ap- 
-pendix, where he mentions his having found the ftory of the Caſkets in 
an old tranſlation of the Gefta Romanerum firft printed by Winkin de 
Worde. As he ſays nothing of the flory ef the Bond, we may preſume 
{from the knownaccuracy of Mr: Farmer's refearches) that it is not con- 
tained In that tranſlation. J=It has been ſail above tat ſeveral of the 
fables in the Gefts Romanorum are taken from Alfonſns, The author 
has alſo borrowed from the Calilab u Damnab, by the help I ſuppoſe of 
Mmme Latin tranſlation from the Greek of Symeon Seth. The original 
of the greateſt part of his tories are not ſo eaſy th be traced ; I ſpeak of 
thoſe which are found in the ml. ; for of thoſe In the editt. many are 
plainly taken from well-known authors, ſomèe of which are quoted by 
name, as Aulus Gellius, Macrobius, Auguftinus, Gervaſius Tilderienſis, 
and others. -I will add here a few inflances which occur to me at pre- 
ſent of fories which writers of the 14th century have (or rather may 
haze) borrowed from the Gru Remanerum ; for in ſome of theſe in- 
Aances it js poſſible that they may have had recourſe to the very books 
from which the compiler of that work drew his materials. I hall cite 
the chapters as they are numbered in the edit. of 1521, and in mf. Harl. 
2270. Where reference is made to only one of theſe it ſhould be un- 
derftood that I have not obſerved that ſtory in the other.—Ch. 8 (rm. 
go) incopicd by Gower, Conf. Amant. b. v. fol. 122. b. Ch. 57, (mf. 16. 
This Rory is inthe Gente Novelle Antiche, nov. vi.—- Ch. G1 is in Geer, 
Conf. Amant. d. iii. fol. 54.—Ch. 8g. This is the tory of theT'bree Kings, 
Which has been ſaid (dut I think without any reaſon) to have deen of uſe 
to Swift in his Tale of a Tub: it is in the C. NV. A. nav. 71, and in The 
Decameron, I, 3-—Ch. 109. There is a great fimilitude between this 
Rory and one which is told in the C. N. 4. nov. Gs, and in 1 be Deca- 
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ſcilling wolde change thinges that ben ordeined and 
affirmed by ſo many wiſe men. Secondly, L ſay that 
nnen all; 273 


hihbutable to Alfonſus, has been very prejudicial tohis fame: 
for'itiftance, a tranſlation, as I ſuppoſe, of his laſt mentioned 


ſtory of the two friends is entitled, in a mſ. of Lydgate belong- 
ing to the late Dr. Aſkew, A Tale of wo Marchants of Egypt 
and of Baldad, ex Gi Romanorum, [Mr. Farmer's Notes on 
The Merch. of Fen. laſt edit. of Sbaleſp. A. Al.] as if the tale 
had-firſt appeared in that wark, However ſomebady, not 
after tlie invention of printing as I gueſs, did a little more ju- 
ſtice to Alfonſus, by putting together his principal tales, and in · 
ſerting them, with his name, in a collection ofthe fables of Zſop 
and other eminent fabulifts in Latin. This collection was ſoon 
turned into French, and from that verſion Caxton made the 
tranſlation into Englith which has been mentioned in the Diſ- 
courſe, c. n. 22. Caxtonꝰs book has been reprinted more than 
once: I have ſeen an edition of it in 1647, Er k doubt _ 
ther there has been one fince. | 


meren, x. 1. See alſo Gower, Conf. Amant. b. v. fol. is bes 10 
is from Alfonſus: it is repeated in the C. N. A. nov. 84. Ch. 119 (mi. 102) 
has been verſified by Gower, Conf. Amant. b. v. fol. ITO, b. It has been 
2 in nate , p. 138, as taken originally from the Sapientia In- 

rum, p. 44. —Ch. 124 (mf. 20) makes the laft novel of the C. V. 
Ch. 157 makes the SOth novel of the C. N. A. but it may have b 
taken from Alfonſus.— Ch. 171 (mf. 55) is the flory of the two friends 
mentioned in the text. Ch. 48, mf. contains the tory of the Caſkets z 
and ch. 909, mi. that of the Bond, the two principal incidents in Shake- 
Fer. Merchant of Venice. It is ſaid in the additional note, 4pp. ti. 

f ed. of Shakeſp. that Ser Giovanni had worked up theſe two Rorics in- 
to one, as they are in the play: but that is a miſtake which I beg leave 
to retract here. The novel of Ser Giovanni ¶ Pecerene Giorn. iv. nov. 1,1 
is founded vnly upon the ftury of the Bond 3 it is probable therefore tat 
Shakeſpeare took the Rory of the Caiketis from the Engliſh Gefta Roma. 
narum, and ingrafted it upon the other.—Ch. 98, mf. is copied with 
very little alteration in the C. N. 4. nov. G8. - Many more tories in 
Gower, which ſeem to be founded upon ancient hiſtory, will appear upon 
examination to be taken from this book. It would lead me ton far to 
particularize thoſe which Lydzate, Occleve, and otherlater writers, have 
borrowed from it: I will only mention, ſor the credit of 6 
Lhat ch. 80 contains the complcte fable of Parncl's Hermit. 
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6f-athouſandmen, faith Balumon, found good man; 
buticertes of alle-wamen good w man found I never. 
And tilſo; certes if 1 governed nic by thy conſeil it 
thulde ſeme that | had yeve thee over mi the maiſtrie ; 
and God forbede chat it ſo were ; for Jeſus Sirak fayth, 
chat i the: wif have the wiiiric ſhe is contrarious to 
hire huſband; and Salomon fayt\,; Neyer in thy lif to 
thy wf, ne to thy child, ne to thy trend, ne yeve no 
power over thyſelf; for better it were that thy chil- 
dren axe of thee thinges that hem nedeth than thou 
fee thy felf in the handes of thy children. And alſo if 
I'wol werche by thy cooſcilling certes it muſt be ſom- 
time ſocxer, til it were time chat it be knowen, aud this 

ge wu not be if I Mulde be confeilled by thee. ¶ For it 
is written +, The janglerie of women ne can no thing 
hide ſave that which. they wote not ; after the phi- 
loſophrefayth,” In wikked conſeil women yenquiſhen 
men: nr [ n 
by thee. ] ; 

"4 [Por it ia oriteen, Ee. What 8 books le 
wanting in all the mii. which 1 have examined: it is plainly 
neceffary to the fenſe, as fr fhews us what the fourth and 
fifth Teaſons of Melibe were to which Prudence replies: I 
have therefore: inſerted as /literal..a tranſlation as I imagine 


Chaucer might have made of the following paſſage in the Fr. 
Melibee, mf. Reg. 19, C. v.; „ Cari! eft eſcript, la genglerie des 


* ſemmes ne puet Ticns cell ler fors ce quꝰ elle ne ſcet. Apris le 
6 philoſophre dit, en mauvais canteil les femmes vainguent 
eee ot par ces raiſons ene dois point ue de don 


— 
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Wuhan Dame Prudence, ſuldebonairly and with gret 
pacience, had herd all that hire houſbonde liked for to 
fay, than axed ſhe of him licence for toſpeke, and fayde 
in this wiſe: My Lord, (quod ſhe) as to your firſt re- 
ſon it may lightly ben anſ werd, for I ſay that it is uo 
folie to chaunge conſeil whan the thing is chaunged, 


or elles whan the thing ſemeth otherwiſe than it fe+ 


med afore. And moreover, I ſay though that ye have 
ſworne and behight to performe your empriſe, and ne» 


vertheles ye weive to performe thilke fame empriſe 


by juſt cauſe, men ſhuld not ſay therfore ye were. a 
lyer ne forſworn; for the book ſayth that the wiſe 


man maketh no leſing whan he turneth his corage for 
the better. And al be it that your empriſe be eſtabliſh» - 


ed and ordeined by gret multitude of folk, yet thar you 


not accompliſh thilke ordinance but you liketh; for 


the trouthe of thinges and the profit ben rather foun+ 


den in fewe folk that ben wiſe and ful of reſon than 
by gret multitude of folk ther every man eryeth and 


clattereth what him liketh; ſothly ſwiche multitude 
is not honeſt. As to the ſecond reſon, wheras ye ſay 
that alle women ben wicke; ſave your grace, certes 


ye deſpiſe alle women in this wiſe, and he that all de- 


ſpiſeth, as ſaith the book, all deſpleſeth. And Senck 
faith, that who ſo wol have ſapience ſnal no man diſ- 


preiſe, but he ſhal gladly teche the ſcience that he can 


without preſumption or pride, and ſwiche thinges as 
he nought can he ſhal not ben aſhamed to lere hem, 
F'alume 1. | | N 
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and to en quere of leffe folk than himſelf. And, Sire, 
that ther hath ben ful many'a good woman may 
lightly be preved; for certes, Sire, our Lord Jeſu Criſt 
n'olde never handefcended to be borne of a woman if 
all women had be wicked; and aſter that for the gret 
bountee that is in women our Lord Jeſu Criſt whan 
he was rifen from deth to lif appered rather to a wo- 
man than to his apoſtles. And though that Salomon 
ſayde he found never no good woman, it folweth not 
therfore that all women be wicked; for though that 
he ne foundno good woman, eertes many another man 
hath founde many a woman ful good and trewe: or 
elles, peraventure, he entent of Salomon was this, that 
in foveraine bountec he found no woman; this is to ſay, 
that ther is no wight that hath ſoveraine bountee ſave 
God alone, as he himſelf recordeth in his Evangelies; 
for ther is riocteature ſo good that him ne wanteth ſom- 


what of the perfection of God chat is his maker. Youre. 


thridde reſon ĩs this; ye ſay that iſthatye governeyouby 
my conſeil it ſnulde ſeme that ye had yeve methe mai- 
ſtrie and the lordſhip of your perſon. Sire, ſave your 
grace, it ts not fo; for il ſo were that no mau ſnulde be 
conſcilled but only of hem that han lordſhip and mai- 
ftrie of his per ſon men n olde not be conſeilled fo of- 
ten; for ſothly thilke man that aſketh-confeil of a pur- 
pos yet hath he free choiswhether he wol werke af- 
ter that conſeil or non. And as to your fourth reſon, 
ther as ye ſain that the janglerie of women can hide 
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thingesthatthey yot not; as who ſo ſayth that wo 
man can not hide that ſhe wote ; Sire, thiſe wordes ben 
underſtonde of women that ben jangler ſſes and wick 
cd, of which women men ſain that three thivges Gris 
ven a man out of his hous, that is to ſay, ſmoke, drop 
ping of raine, and wicked wives; and uf ſwiche wor 
men Salomon ſayth; that a man were better dwell in 
deſert than with a woman that is riotous: und, Sire, hy 
your leve; that am not i, for ye have ſul oſten aſſaied 
wel that l can hide and hele thinges that men oughten 
ſecretly to hiden. And ſothly as to yout᷑ ſiſche reſon, 
wheras ye ſay that in wicked couicilwumen venquiſn - 
en men, God wote that thilke reſon ſlant hert an 
ſtede; for under ſtande ch how ye axen conſtil forte 
do wickedueſſe, and if ye wol werken wickedneſſe, 
and your wifireſteaineth chilke wicked. purpus, nnd 
overcometh you by reſou and by good conſeil, certes 
your wif ought rather to be prt iſed than to he blameda 
thus uldeye underſlond the ꝓhilofophre that ſayth 
In wicked cou il omeii ueuquiſnen hir luuſbon d= 
And ther as ye blame mall wamcen and hir reſons,, 
ſnal ſuewe you by inany enlamples that many wo 
men have ben ful gout; and yet beni und hr cohſeil 
holeſome and profitable. Eke ſom aπα nan ſayd that 
the conſeil of women is either to dere or alles ao litel 
of pris t but. al be it ſo that ful many a xoman be bad, 
and hire conſeil vile and nought worthy yet han men 
Ny 


: 
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founden ful many a good woman, and diſcrete and 
wiſe in conſeilling. Lo Jacob;thurgh the good conſeil 
of his mother Rebecke, wan the beniſon of his father 
and the lordſhip over all his brethren; Judith by hire 
good conſeil delivered the citee of Bethulie, in which 
the dwelt, out of the honde of Holofern, that had it 
befeged; and wolde it al deftroye; Abigail delivered 
Nabal hire houſbond fro David the king, that wolde 
han lain him, and appeſed the ire of the king by hire 
wit and by hire good confeilling ; Heſter by hire con- 
ſeilenhaunced-gretly the peple of God in the regne 
of Aſſuerus the king; and the ſame bountee in good 
conſeilling of many a good woman moun men rede 
and tell. And further more, whan that oure Lord had 
created Adam oure forme father he fayd in this wiſe; 
It is not good to be a manallone; make we to him an 
helpe ſemblable to himſelf. Here moun ye ſee that if 
that women weren not good, and hir conſeil good and 
profitable, oure Lord God of heven wolde neither 
han wrought hem ne called hem helpe of man, but ra- 
ther contuſion of man. And ther ſayd a clerk ones in 
two vers, What is better than gold? jafpre; what is 
betrer than jaſpre? wiſdom; and what is better than 
wiſdom? woman; and what is better than a good wo- 
man? nothing. And, Sire, by many other reſons moun 
ye ſeen that many women ben good, and hir conſeil 
good and profitable: and therfore, Sire, if ye wol 
woke to my conſeil I ſhal reſtore you your doughter 
vi 4 : 
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Role and ſound; and l wol don to y ſo mulche that 
ye ſhaln have honour in this ag. MG Lord 
- 'Whan Melibee had herd thewordesof bis wif ru : 
dence he ſavd thus; 4ſewelthat the word of Salomon 
is foth;: for he ſaith that wordes that hen ſpoken. dif 
cretly by ordinauate ben honiecombes, for they yeven 
fweteneſſe to the ſoule and hoWomneſle ta the body: 
and, wif, beeauſe of thy ſwete wordes, and eke for 
have preved-and-afſaiedithyrgrete ſapience and thy 
grete trouthe, I wol ener thy ut in _ 
thing. Es STO STA HD 59% 
Now, Sire . Dame Prudence) 40 fio h 
voucheſafe to be governed bymy eonſeil i wol enforme 
you ho that ye ſnuln governe yourſelſ in cheſing of 
youre confeitiours.” Ve ſhuln firſt in alle your werkes 
mekely befethento the heigh God that he wol be your 
conſeillour, and ſnapeth you to ſwiche entente that 
he ve ve you conſeil and romſorte, as taught Tobie his 
fone: At alle times thou ſhalt bleſſe God, and preie him 
to dreſſe thy wayes; and loke that alle thy conſcils ben 
in him for evermore. Seint James eke ſayth, If any of 
you have nede of ſapience axe it of God. And aſtera 
warde than ſhullen ye take conſeil in vourſelf, andexa- 
mine wel your owen thoughtes of ſWiche thinges a 
you thinketh that ben beſt for your profit; and than 
ſhuln ye drive fro your herte three thinges that hen 
contrarious to 1 nnen, ire, de- 
tiſe, and haſtineſſe. T0128 to V:13b Tos + Fu Rott 
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* Firſt, he that axeth conſeil of himſelf certes he muſt 
be withouten ire for many cauſes. The firſt is this; he 
that hath gret ire and wrath in himſelf he weneth al- 
way that he may do thing that he may not do. And, 
fecondly,; he that is irons and wroth he may not wel 
deme; and he that may not wel deme may not wel 
confſeille. The thridde is this; he that is irous and 
wroth, as fayth Senek, ne may not ſpeke but blame- 
ful thinges, and with his vicious wordes he ſtirreth 
other folk to anger and to ire. And eke, Sire, ye muſt 
drive coveitiſe out of your herte, for the apoſtle ſayth 
that coveitiſe is the rote of alle harmes: and troſteth 
wel that a coveitous man ne can not deme ne thinke 
but only to ſulfille the end of his coveitiſe and certes 
that ne may never ben accompliſed, ſor ever the more 
haboundance that he hath of richeſſe the more he de- 
fireth. And, Sire, ye muſt alſo drive out of youre herte 
haſlineſſe; for cer tes ye ne moun not deme for the beſte 
a ſoden thought that falleth in your herte, but ye muſt 
aviſe you on it ful ofte, for, as ye have herde herebe- 
forn, the commune proverbe : is this, He ms fone de- 
meth ſone repenteth. 

Sire, ye ne be not alway in like Aifpoſition, for cer- 
tes ſom thing that ſomtime femeth to you that it is 
good wa) to do another time it ſemethto as the c con- 
trarie. 

And whan RIO taken conſe in yourſelf, and han 
80 by good deliberation ſwiche thing as you ſe- 
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meth beſte, than rede l you that ye kepe it ſeeree . Be- 
wreye not your conſeil to no perſone, but if ſo be that 
ye wenen ſikerly that thurgh youre bewreying youre 
condition ſhal ben to you more profitable; ſor Jeſus 
Sirak ſaith, Neitherto thy foo ne to thy frend diſcover 
not thy ſecree ne thy folie, for they woln yeve. you 
audience and loking, and ſupportation, in your pre- 
ſence, and ſcorne you in youre abſence. Another elerl 
fayth; that ſcarſly ſhalt thou finden any perfone that 
may kepe thy conſeil ſecrely. The book ſayth, While 
that thou kepeſt thy conſeil in thin herte thou kepeſt 
it in thy priſon, and whan thou bewreyeſt thy conſeil 
to any wight he holdeth thee in his ſnate: and ther- 
fore you is better to hide your conſeil in your herte 
than to preye him to whom ye han bewreyed youre 
conſeil that he wol kepe it cloſe and ſtille; for Seneca 
fayth, If fo be that thou ne mayſt got thin owen conſeil 
hide how dareſt thou preyen any other wight thy 
conſeil ſeerely to kepe? But natheles, if thou wene ſi- 
kerly that thy bewreying of thy conſeil to a perſone 
wol make thy condition to ſtonden in the better plight, 
than ſhalt thou telle him thy conſeil in this wiſe. Firſt, 
thou ſhalt make no ſemblant whether thee were lever 
pees or werre, or this or that, ne ſhewe him not thy 
will ne thin entente; for troſte wel that communly 
theſe conſeillours ben flaterers, namely the conſeil- 
lours of grete lordes, for they enſorcen hem alway ra» 
ther to ſpeken pleſant wordes, enclining to the lordes 
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hit, chan Ivordes that ben tre we or profitable, and 
therſore men ſayn that tho riehe man hath ſelde good 
eonſeil but if he have it of himſelf. And after that thou 
ſhalt conſider thy frendes and thin enemies. And as 
touching thy frendes, thou ſhalt conſider which of hem 
den moſt feithful aud moſt wile; and eldeſt and moſt 
appteved in conſeilling, and of hem ſhalt thou axe 
thy conſell as the cas requireth. WO Ang i e 
I I fay; that firſt ye ſnuln clepe to youre conſeil youre 
frendes that ben trewe; for Salomon faith that right 
as the herte of man deliteth in ſavour that is ſwote, 
right ſo he conſeibof tre we ſrendes ye veth ſcyeteneſſe 
tu the ſoule: be ſayth alſo, Ther may nothing be like- 
ned to the trewe frend, for certes gold ne ſilver ben 
not ſo muche worth as the good willof a trewe frend: 
and eke he ſayth, that a trewe frend is a ſtrong de- 
fence: ho ſo that it findeth, certes he findeth a gret 
treſor. Than ſnuln ye eke conſider if that your trewe 
frendes ben diſcrete and wiſe, for the book faith, Axe 
alway thy conſeil of hem that ben wiſe. And by this 
ſame reſon ſhuln yeclepen to youre conſeil youre fren- 
des that ben of age, fwiche as han ſeyn and hen ex- 
pert in many thinges, and ben appre ved in conſeil- 
linges; for the book ſayth, ln olde men is al the ſapi- 
ence, and in longe time the prudence: and Tullius 
fayth that grete thinges ne ben flot ay accompliſed 
by ſtrengthe ne by deliverneſſe of body, but by good 
conſeil; by auRoritee of perſones, and by ſcience; the 
which three thinges ne ben not feble by age, but cer- 
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tes they enforcen and encreſen day by day. And than 
ſhuln ye kepe this for a genera] reule; firſt, ye ſnuln 
clepe to your conſeil a fewe of your frendes that ben 
eſpecial; for Salomon faith, Many frendes have thou, 
but among a thoufand cheſe thee on to be thy conſeils 
lour. For al be it fo that thou firſt ne telle thy con- 
ſeil but to a fewe, thou mayeſt afterwarde tell it to 
mo folk if it benede. But loke alway that thy conſeil- 
lours have thilke three conditions that I have ſayd be- 
fore; that is to ſay, that they be trewe, wiſe, and of 
olde experience. And werke not alway in every uede 
by on conſeillour allone, for ſomtime behoveth it to 
be conſeilled by many; for Salomon ſayth, Salvation 
of thinges is wher-as ther ben many conſeillours. 
No ſith that | have told you of which folk ye 
ſhulde be conſeilled, now wol I teche you which con- 
ſeil ye ought to eſchue. Firſt, ye ſuuln eſchue the con- 
ſcilling of fooles; for Salomon ſayth; Take no conſeil 
of a fool, for he ne cannot conſeille but after his owen 
luſt and his affection: the book ſayth, The propertee 
of a fool is this, he troweth lightly harme of every 
man, and lightly troweth all bountee in himſelf. Thou 
ſhalt eke eſchue the conſeillirg of all flaterers, ſwiche 
as enforeen hem rather to preiſen youre perſone by fla- 
terie than fur to tell you the ſothfaſtneſſe of thinges. 

Wherſore Tullius ſayth, Among alle the peſtilences 
that ben in frendſhip the greteſt is flaterie; and ther- 
fore it is more nede that thou eſchue and drede flate- 
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rers than any other peple. The book ſaith, Thou ſhalt 
rather drede and flet fro the ſwete wordes of flatering 
preiſers than fro the egre wordes of thy frend that 

ſaith thee ſothes: Salomon ſaith, that the wordes of a 
fflaterer is a ſnate to cacchen innocentes: he ſayth al · 
ſo, He that ſpeketh to his ft end wordes of ſweteueſſe 
and of pleſaunce he ſetteth a nct beforne his feet to 
cacchen him: and therfore ſayth Tullus, Encline not 


thin eres to flaterers, ne take no conſcil of wordes of | 


flaterie: and Caton ſayth, Aviſe thee wel, and eſchue 
wordes of ſweteneſſe and of pleſaunce. And eke thou 
ſhalt eſchue the conſeilling of chin olde enemies that 
ben recon ed. The book ſayth, that no wight re- 
tourneth ſafely into the grace of his olde euemie: and 
Yſope-ſayth, Ne troſt not to hem to which thou haſt 
ſomtime had werre or enmitee, ne telle hem not thy 
eonſeil: and Senck telleth the cauſe why; lt may not 
be, ſayth he; ther as gret fire hath long time endured 
that ther ne dwelleth ſom vapour:viwarmacile; and 
therfore ſaith Salomon, in thin olde foo troſt thou ne- 
ver; for ſikerly though thin enemie be reconciled, and 
maketh thee chere of humilitee, and louteth to thee 
with his hed; ne troſt him never, for certes he maketh 
thilke ſeined humilitee more for his proſite than or any 
love of thy perſone, becauſe that he demeth tohave vic - 
torie over thy perſone by ſwiche feined contenance, 
the which victorie he might not have by ſtt iſ of werre 


Aviſe bee wel} He refers, I pretume, to Cato, l. li. diſt. G.; 
Sermexes blandos blæſoſque cavere memento. 
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And Peter Alphonſe ſayth, Make no felawſhip with 
thin ulde enemies, for if thou do hem bountee they 
wollen per verten ĩt to wickedneſſe. And eke thou muſt 
eſchue the conſeiling of hem that ben thy ſervaunts, 
and heren thee gret reverence, for para venture they 
fein it more for drede than for love; and ther fore ſaith 
a philoſophre in this wiſe, Ther is no wight parfitly 
trewe to him that he to ſore dredeth. And Tullius 
ſayth, Ther n'is no might ſo gret of any emperour that 
longe may endure but if he have more love of the peple 
than drede. Thou ſhalt alſo eſchue the conſeilling of 
folk that ben dronkelewe, for they ne can no conſeil 
hide; for Salomon ſayth, Ther n'is no privetee ther as 
regneth dronkenneſſe. Ve ſhuln alſo have in ſuſpect 
the conſeilling of ſwiche folk as conſeille you o thing 
prively and conſeille you the contrarie openly; for 
Caſſiodore ſayth that it is a manere ſleighte to hinder 
his enemy whan he ſheweth to don a thing openly 
and werketh prively the contrary. Thou ſhait alſo 
have in ſuſpect the conſeilling of wicked folk, for hir 
conſeil is alway ful of fraude. And David fayth, Bliſs 
ful is that man that hath not folwed the conſeilling of 
ſhrewes. Thou ſhalt alſoeſchue the conſeillingofyonge 
folk, for hir conſeilling is not ripe, as Salomon faith. 

Now, Sire, ſith l have ſhewed you of which folk 
ye ſhullen take youre conſeil, and of which folk ye 
ſhullen eſchue the conſeil, now wol I teche you how 
ye ſhuln examine yaur conſcil after the doctrine of 


' 
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Tullius. In-cxamining than of your conſeillours ye 
ſhuln conſidre many thinges. Alderfirſt, thou ſhalt con · 
ſidre that in thilke thing that thou purpoſeſt, and upon 
what thing that thou wolt have conſeil, that veray 
trouthe be faid and conſer ved; this is to ſay, telle 
trewely thy tale; for he that ſayth falſe may not wel 
be conſeilled in that cas of which he lieth. And after 
this thou ſhalt conſidre the thinges that accorden to 
that thou purpoſeſt for to do by thy conſeillours, if 
reſon accord therto, and eke if thy might may atteine 
therto, and if the more part and the better part of thin 
conſeillours accorden therto or no. Than ſhalt thou 
confidre what thing ſhal folwe of that conſeilling, as 
hate, pees, werre, grace, profite, or domage, and ma- 
ny other thinges, and-in alle thinges thou ſhalt cheſe 
the beſte, and weive alle other thinges. Than ſhalt 
thou conſidre of what roote is engendred the matere 
ol thy conſeil, and what fruit it may conceive and en- 
gendre. Thou ſhalt eke conſidre alle the cauſes ſrom 
whennes they ben ſprongen. And whan thou haſt ex- 
amined thy conſeil, as l have ſaid, and which partie 
is the better and more profitable, and haſſ appre ved 
it by many wiſe folk and olde, than ſhalt thou con · 
ſidre if thou mayſt performe it and maken uf it a good 
ende; for certes reſon wo] not that any man ſhulde 
beginne a thing but if he mighte performe it as him 
oughte, ne no wight ſhulde take upon him ſo he vy a 
charge that he might not beren it ; for the proverbe 
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 fayth; Ee ar to muche-embraceth diſtreirieth litel; 
and Caton ſaich, * Aſſay to do ſwiche thinges as thou 
baſt power to don, left the charge oppreſſe thee ſo 
ſore that thee behoveth to weive thitig that thou haſt = 
begonne. And if ſo be that thou be in doute whether. 
thou mayſt performe a thing or non, cheſe rather to 
ſuffre than to beginne. And Peter Alphonſe ſayth, if 
thou haſt might to don a thing of hich thou muſt 
repente it is-better nay than ya; this is tu ſayn, that 
thee is better to holde thy tonge ſtile than for toſpeke! 
Than mayſt thou underſtonde by ſtronger reſons that 
if thou haſt power to performe a werk of which thou 
Male repente, than is thee better that thou ſuſfre than 
beginne. Wel ſain: they that defenden every wight to 
aſlaye a thing of which he is indoute whether he may 
performe it or non. And after whan ye han examined 
youre conſeil as | have faid beforne, and knowen wel 
that ye moun performe your empriſe, confermeitthan 
ſadly tilitbeatan ende. Now ĩs ĩt reſun and time that 
Iſnewe you whan and wherfore that ye moun chaunge 
your conſeil withouten repreve. Sothly a man may 
change his purpos and his cohſeil if the cauſe ceſeth, 
or whan a newe cas betideth: for the lawe ſaith, that 
upon thinges that newly betiden behoveth newe con» 
ſeil; and Seneca ſayth, If thy conſeil is comen to the 
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eres of thin enemies chaunge thy conſeil. Thou mayſt 
alſo chaunge thy conſeil if ſo be that thou ſind that 
by errour or by other cauſe harme or damage may 
betide: alſo if thy conſeil be diſnoneſte, other elles 
come of diſhoneſte cauſe, chaunge thy conſeil; for the 
lawes ſain that all beheſtes that ben diſhoneſte ben of 
no value; and eke if ſo be that it br ak my 
not goodly be performed or kept. 

And take this for a general reule, that every; con · 
ſeil that is affermed ſo ſtrongly that it may not be 
chaunged for no condition that r "os [ 1 
thilke conſeil is wicked. 

This Melibeus, whan he had ben ho doctrine of 
his wif Dame Prudence, anſwered in this wiſe : Dame, 
quod he, as yet unto this time ye han wel and cove- 
nably taught me, as in general, how I ſhal governe 
me in the cheſing and in the withholding of my con- 
ſeillours; but now wold I fain that ye wold condeſcend 
in eſpecial, and telle me how liketh you or what ſe- 
meth you by oure conſeillours that we han choſen in 
oure preſent nede. , , 

My Lord, quod ſhe, I beſeche you in alle humbleſſe 
that ye wol not wilfully replie agein my reſons, ne 
diſlempre your herte, though I ſpeke thing that you 
diſpleſe, for God wote that as in min entente I ſpeke 
_ it for your beſte, for youre honour and for youre pro- 
fit eke, and ſothly I hope that youre benignitee wol 
taken it in patience. And troſteth me wel, quod ſhe, 
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that youre conſeil as in this cas ne ſnhulde not (as to 
ſpeke proprely) be called a conſeilling, but a motion 
or a meving of folie, in which pm han erred in 
many a ſondry wiſe. » 
_ Firſt and forward, ye han crea Abe aembling 

of youre conſeillours, for ye ſholde firſt han cleped a 
fewe folk to youre conſeil, and after ye mighte han 
ſhewed it to mo folk if it hadde be nede; but certes 
ye han ſodeinly cleped to your conſeil a gret multitude 
of peple ful chargeant and ful anoyous for to here. 
Alſo ye han erred, for ther as ye ſhulde han only ele- 
ped to youre conſeile youre trewe frendes olde and 
wiſe, ye han cleped ſtraunge folk, yonge folk, falſe fla 
terers, and enemies reconciled, and folk that don you 
reverence withouten love. And eke ye han erred, for 
ye han brought with you to youre conſeil ire, coveitiſe, 
and haſtifueſſe, the which three thinges ben contrary 
to every conſeil honeſt and profitable, the which three 
thinges ye ne han not anientiſſed or deſtroyed neither 
in youreſelf ne in youre conſeillours as you ought. Ye 
han erred alſo, for ye han ſhewed to youre conſeillourt 
ycure talent and youre affections to make werre anon, 
and ſor to do vengeaunce, and they han eſpied by youre 
wordes to what thing ye ben enclined, and therfore 
han they conſeilled you rather to youre talent than 
to youre proſite. Ye han erred alſo, for it ſemeth that 
you ſuſſiceth to han ben conſeilled by thiſe conſeillours 
only, and with litel avis, wheras in ſo high and ſo gret 
O ij 
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a nede it had ben neceſſarie mo conſeillours and more 
deliberationtoperforme youre empriſe. Ye hay erred 
alſo, for ye harrnotexamined your con ſcit in thefſore- 
faid manere, ne in due manere as the cas requireth. 
Ye han etred alſo, ſor ye han maked no divition be- 
twix youre conſeillburs; this is to ſayn. bets. 1x/youre 
trewe frendes and youre feined couſeilluute; ne ve 
han not Knowe the wille of your tree fre ades de 
and wiſe, but ye han caſt alle hir wor des in an hoche- 
pot, and enclined yout herte to the ore part and to 
the greter nombte and ther be ye congteſcenact : and 
lith ye wot vel that men ſhuln alway finde @ greter 
numbr af fools than of wiſe men, and ther fore the 
conſcillings that ben at congregat ious and multitudes 
of folk, ther as men take more regard to 2he noms 
bre than to the fapience of per ſone s. ye ſeen weit hat 
in ſwiche conſcillings ſooleł bay the maiſtric Meli- 
beus anſuiered and ſaid apein; Iꝑgraunte wel that have 
erred, but ther as thou baſt told me hercbeforne that 
h n'is not to blame that chaungeth kis conſeil in cer · 
tain cas and for certãin and juſt cauſes, I am al ready 
to chaunge my cunſril tight as thou wolt deviſe, The 
proverbe ſayth, For to dun nune is manniſh, but certes 
for to petſe vert loby ii ſinne is wet ke of the divel. 
Do this ſeatence anſuered anon Dame Prudence, 
ant ſuide; Examinath (quod ſhe) Nel your conſeil; 
and let us ſee the iu of hem R an ſpoken moſt re- 
ſonably, and taught you beſt conſeil : and tor as muche 
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a the examination is neceſſarie, let us begirine at the 
ſurgiens and at the phyſiciens that firſt ſpaken in this 
mater. | ſay that phyficiens and ſurgiens han ſayde 
you in youre conſeil diſcretly as hem 6ughte, and in 
hir ſpeche ſaiden ful wiſely that to the office of hem 
appetteincth to don to every wight honour and pro- 
fite, and no wight to anoye, and after hir craft to don 
gret diligence unto the cure of hem which that they 
han in hir governaunce. And, Sire, right as they han 
anſwered wiſely and diſeretly, tight ſo rede I that they 
be highly and ſoverainly guerdoned for hir noble 
ſpeche, and eke for they ſnulden do the more ententif 
beſineſſe in the curation of thy dere doughter: for al 
be it ſo that they ben youre ſrendes, therfore ſhullen 

ye not ſuſfren that they ſerve you for nought; but ye 
oughte the rather guerdone hem;andſhewe hem youre 
largeſſe. And as touching the propoſition which thie 
phyſiciens entreteden in this cas, this is to fain, that in 
maladies that a contrarie is wariſbed by another con- 
trarie, I wold fain knowe how ye underſtonde thilke 
text, and what is youre ſentence. Certes, quod Meli- 
deus, | underitond jt in this wiſe, that right as they 
han don me acontrarie, right ſo ſnulde I don hem ano- 
ther; for right as they han venged hem upon me and 
don me wrong, tight ſo ſhall venge me upon hem 


and don hem wrong, and than have 1 EEE 963% 
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man enclined tu his ow en deſire and his wen ples, 
ſuunct + Certts. (quad ſhe ) ther w rdes of the phyſici- 
ens ne ſhu lden not han ben underſtonden in that wiſe; 
for certes wWickedneſſe is not contrarie to wickedneſſe, 
ne vengraunce to tengeaunce, ne wrong to wrong, 
but they ben ſemblable, and therfore a vengeaunce is 
not watiſhed hy another vengeaunce, ne a wrong by 
another rng but everich of hem encreſeth and ag- 
greggeth other. But certes the wordes of the phyſiei- 
ens ſnulden ben under ſtonde in this wiſe, for good and 
wickedneſſe ben two contraries, and pees aud werre, 
vengeaunce and ſuffraunce; diſcord and accord, and 
many other thinges; but certes wickedneſſe ſhal be 
wariſhech bygooeneffe; diſcord by accord, etre by 
pees hm ſo forth ot other thinges. And hereto accor - 
d=th'Scind Poult th apoille in many places; hie ſayth, 

Ne elde / not harme for harme, ne wicked ſpeche for 
wicked ſpeche, but do wel to him that doth to thee 
harme, and bſeſſe him that faith to thee harme: and 
in many other places he amoneſteth pees and accord. 
But how wol l ſpeke to you of the cenſeil which that 
was ye ven to you by the men of lawe, and the wiſe 
Jolk and old fclke, that ſayden alle by on accord as ye 
han herd beforne, that over alle thinges ye ſhuln do 
youre diligence to kepe youre per ſone, and to warne- 
ſtore out hwule ; and faiden alſo, that in this cas you 
oughte ſor to werchen ful aviſely and with gret deli- 
peration . And, Sire, as to the firſt point, that touch - 
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eth the le ping of youre perſone, ye ſnuln under ſtond 
that he that hath. werre ſnal ever more devoutly and 
mekely prrien beſorne alle thinges that Jeſu Criſt of 
his metcie wo] han hipiiin his protection, and ben his 
ſoveraiu hélpiug at his nede; for certes in this world 
ther is no wight that may be conſeilled ne kept ſuſſi- 
ſantly withoute the keping of oure Lord Jeſu Criſt. 
To this ſentence accordeth the prophete David, that 
ſayth, If God ne kept the citee in ĩdel waketh he that 
kepeth it. Nb w, Sire, than ſhuln ye committe the ke- 
ping of youre perſone;to youre trewe frendes that ben 
appteved and yx nowey and of hem fnuln ye axen helpe 
youre perſone for to kepe; for Caton faith, *If thou 
have nede of helpe axe it of thy ſrendes, ſor ther n iũ 
non ſo good a phyſicien as thy trewe frend . And af- 
ter this than ſhuln ye kepe you fro alle ſtraunge folk; 
and fro heres; and have al way in ſuſpect hir com- 
paignie; ſor Piers Alphonſe ſayth, Ne take no com- 
paignie by the way of a ſtraunge man, but if ſo be that 
thou have knowen him of lenger time; and if ſo be 
that he falle into thy compaignie paraventure with- 
outen thin aſſent enquere than as ſubtilly asthou maiſt 
of his converſation, and of his lif beforne, and feine 
thy way; ſaying thou wolt go thider as thou wolt not 
go; and if he bere a ſpere hold thee on the right fide, 
and if he bere a ſwerd hold thee on his left fide. Aud 


* If thau have nede] Cato, 1. tv, dift, 14- = | 
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aſter this than ſhulu ye kepe you wiſely from all ſwichs 

manete peple a have ſayed before, and hem and hir 
confer] eſchue. And after this than ſhuln ye kepe you 
in ſwiche manere that for any preſumption of youre 
ſtrengche chat ye ne deſpiſe. not ne account not the 
mighe ol youre adverſary ſo lite that ye let the keping 
of youre perſone for your preſumption, for every wile 
man dredeth his enemie: and Salomon ſayth, Welſul 
is he that of alle hath drede; for certes he that thurgh 
the hardineſſe of his herte, and thurgh the hardine ſſe 
of himſelf, hath to gret preſumption him ſhal evil be- 
tide. Than ſhuln ye evermo-countrewaite emboyſſe · 
ments and alle eſpiaile; for Senek ſayth that the wiſe 
man that dredeth harmes eſchueth harmes, ne he ne 
falleth into perils that perils eſchueth. And al be it ſo 
that it ſeme that thou art in ſiker place, yet ſhalt thou 
alway do thy diligence in kepiog of thy perſone; this 
is to ſayn, ne be not negligent to kepe thin perſone 
not only fro thy greteſt enemy but alſo fro thy leſte 
enemy. Senek ſayth, A man that is wel aviſed he dre- 
deth his leſte enemie; Ovide ſayth that the litel weſel 
wol flee the gret boll and the wilde hart; and the book 
ſayth, A litel thorne may prikke a king ful ſore, and 
a litel hound wol hold the wilde bore, But natheles l 
ſay not thou ſhalt be ſo coward that thgu doute wher 
as is no drede. The book faith that * ſom men {han 


* /om men, c. ] This paſſage, which is defeQive in all the 
mf. I have patched up as well as I could, by adding the words 


detween hoo from the French Melibee, where it ſtands thus; 
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ranght hir deceivour, for they han to muche dreded} 
to be deceived. Vet ſhalt thou drede to be empayloned 
and ſ therfore ſhalt thou] kepe thee fro the compagnie 
ol ſcorgers;for the book ſayth, Wich ſcorners ne mak 
no compaguie, but flee hir wordes as venime. 

Now asto the ſecond point, wheras youre wiſe con- 
ſeillours conſeilled you to warneſtore your hous with 
gret diligence; I wolde fain knowe how: that ye un- 
derſtode thilke wordes, and what is youre ſentence. 

* Melibeus anſwered and ſaide; Certes 1 underſtond 
. in this wiſe,'that | ſhal warneſtore min hous with 
toures, ſwiche as han caſtelles and ather manete edi- 
fices, and armure, and artelries, by which thinges l 
may my perſone and myn hous ſo kepen and defend- 
en tliat miu enemies e ben in Wen min housfor 
to approche. v9 ! gn 10 4110 
- To hcl be iis anon ne : Warne- 
ſtoring (quod ſhẽ) of heighe toures and of grete ediſi- 
ces is with grete= coſlages and with grete'travaille; 
and han that they hen accompliced yet benthey not 
worth a {tre but if they: ben defended by trewe ſren- 
des that ben olde and wiſe. And underſt onde wel 
that the greteſte and ſtrongeſte garnefon that a riche 
6 Aucunes gens ont enceigne leur decevour, car ils ont tr trop 
« goubte.queron ne les deceuſt.. Apres tu te dois-garder de ve⸗ 
nim, et ſi te duis garder de compaipnie de mpqueurs, Car il. 
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man may have, as wel to kepen his perſone as his 
goodes, is, that he be beloved with his ſubgets and 
with his neigheboures; for thus ſayth Tullius, that 
ther is a maner garneſon that no man may venquiſh 
ne diſcomfite, and that is a lord to be beloved of his 
citizeins and of his peple. 
No, Sire, as to the thridde point, wheras youre 
olde and wiſe conſeillours ſayden that you ne oughte 
not ſodeinly ne haſtily proceden in this nede, but that 
you oughte purveyen and appareilen you in this cas 
with gret diligence and gret deliberation, trewely l 
trowe that they ſayden right wiſely and right ſoth ; 
for Tullius ſayth, In every nede er thou beginne it 
appareile thee with gret diligence. Than fay l that in 
vengeaunce taking in werre, in bataille, and in war- 


neſtoring, er thou beginne l rede that thou appareile 


thee therto, and do it with gret deliberation ; for Tul- 
lius ſayth that longe appareiling tofore the bataille 
maketh ſhort victorie; and Caſſiodorus ſayth, The 
garneſon is ſtronger han it is longe time aviſed. 
But no let us ſpekęn of the conſeil that was ac- 
torded by youre neigheboures ſwiche as don you re- 
verence withouten love, youre olde enemies recon- 
ciled, your flatereres, that conſeilled you certain 
thinges prively, and openly. conſeilled you the con- 
; trarie, the yonge folk alſo, that conſeilled you to 
venge you and to make werre anon. Certes, Sire, as 
I have ſayde beforne, ye han gretly erred to han cle- 
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ped ſwiche maner folk to youre conſcil, whichconſeil- 
lours ben ynough reproved by the reſons aforeſaid: 
but natheles, let us now deſcende to the ſpecial. Ve 
ſhul firſt proceden after the doctrine of Tullius. Cer- 
tes the trouthe of chis matere or of this conſeil nedeth 
not diligently toenquire, for it is wel wiſt which they 
ben that han don to you this treſpas and vilanie, and 
how many treſpaſours, and in what manere, they han 
don to you all this wrong and all this vilanie. And after 
this than ſhuln ye examine the ſecond condition which 
that the ſame Tullius addeth in this matere; for Ful- 
lius putteth a thing which that he clepeth Conſent=- 
ing; this to ſayn, who ben they, and which ben they, 
and how many, that conſenten to thy conſeil in thy 
wilfulneſſe to don haſtif vengeaunce. And let us con- 
ſidre alſo who ben they, and how many ben they, and 
which ben they, that conſenteden to youre adverſa- 
ries. As to the firſt point, it is wel knowen which folk 
they be that conſenteden to youre wilfulneſſe. for 
trewely all tho that conſeileden you to maken ſodein 
werre ne ben not youre frendes. Let us now conſidre 
which ben they that ye holden ſo gretly youre frendes 
as to youre perſone, for al be it ſo that ye be mighty 
and riche, certes ye ne ben but allone; for certes ye ne 
han no child but a doughter, ne ye ne han no breth- 
ren, ne coſins germains, ne non other nigh kinrede, 
wherfore that your enemies for drede ſnulde ſtinte to 
plede with you or to deſtroye youre perſone. Ye 
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Enowen' alſo that your richefſes moten bendiſpended 
in diverſe parties, and whan that every wight hath his 
Part they ne wollen taken but litel regard to venge 
youre deth. But thin enemies ben three, and they han 
many brethren, children, coſins, and other nigh kin · 
rede; and though ſo were that thou haddeſt ſlain of 
Hem two or three, yet dwellen ther ynow to wreken 
dir deth, and toſlee thy perſone. And though fo be chat 
youre kinrede be more ſtedefaſtandfiker than the kin 
_ of your adverſaries, yet natheles youre kinrede is but 
afer kinrede; they ben but litel ſibbe to you, and the 
Ein of youre enemies ben nigh ſibbe to hem; and cer- 
tes as in that hir condition is better than youres. Than 
let us conſidre alſo of the conſeilling af hem that con- 
ſeilled you to take ſodein vengeance, whether it ac- 
corde to reſon; and certes ye knowe welſnay ; for as 
by right and reſon ther may no man taken venge- 
aunce on no wight but the juge that hath the uriſe 
diQion of it, whan it is ygraunted him to take thilke 
vengeaunce haſtily or attemprely as the lawe requi- 
reth. And yet moreover of thilke word that Tullius 
clepeth Confenting, thou ſhalt eonſidre if thy might 
and thy power may conſente and i uffce to thy wil- 
fulnefte and to thy conſeillours; and certes thou may- 
eſt wel ſay that Nay; for fkerly, as fur to ſpeke pro- 
Prely, we moun do nothing but only fwiche thing 
as we monn don rightfully; and certes righrſulhy ye 
ne mowe take no vengeance, as of your propre auc- 
3 | 
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torite. Than mowe ye ſen that your power ne con- 
ſenteth not ne accordeth not to youre wilfulneſſe. 
Now let us examine the thridde point, that Tullius 
clepeth Conſequent. Thou ſhalt underſtonde that the 
vengeaunce that thou purpoſeſt for to take is the con- 
ſequent, and therof folweth another vengeance, pe- 
ril, and werre, and other damages withouten nom- 
pre, of which we ben not ware as at this time. And 
as touching the fourthe point, that Tullius clepeth En- 
gendring, thou ſhalt conſider that this wrong which 
that is don to thee is engendred of the hate of thin 
enemies, and of the vengeauncetaking upon that wold 
engender another vengeaunce, and muchel forwe me 
waſting of richeſſes, as l ſayde ere. | 

Now, Sire, as to the point that Tallivedepeth Cau- 
ſes, Which that is the laſt point, thou ſhalt underſtonde 
that the wrong that thou haſt received hath certaine 
cauſes which that clerkes clepen orient and eficiens, 
and caiſa longingua and cauſu propingua ; this is to ſayn, 
the fer cauſe and the nigh cauſe. The fer cauſe is al- 
mighty God, chat is cauſe of alle thinges; the ner cauſe 
is thin three enemies; the cauſe accidental was hate; 
the cauſe material ben the five woundes of thy dough- 
ter; the cauſe formal is the manerof hir werking, that 
broughten ladders and clomben in at thy windowes; 
the cauſe final was ſor to flee thy doughter : it letted 
not in as muche as in hem was. But for to ſpeke of the 
fer cauſe, as to what ende they ſnuln come, or what thal | 
Volume IV, P 
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finally betide of hem in this cas, ne can I not deme 
but by conjecting and ſuppoſing ; ſor we ſhuln ſup- 
poſe that they ſhuln come to a wicked ende, becauſe 
that the book of Decrees ſayth, Selden or with giet 
peine ben cauſes ybrought to a good 2 n my 
ben badly begonne. 

Now, Sire, if men woldaxen me * that God ſuf- 
fred men to do you this vilanie, certes Lean not wel an- 
ſwer as for no ſuthſaſtneſſe; for the apoſlle ſayth that 
the ſciences and the jugements of oure Lord God Al- 
mighty ben ſul depe; ther may no man comprehend 
ne ſerche hem ſuffiſantly; natheles, by certain pre- 
ſumptions and conjectings | hold and beleve that God, 
which chat is ful of juſtice and of rightwiſeneſſe, hath 
ſuffered this betide by juſt cauſe reſonable. 

Thy name is Melibee, this is to ſayn, à man that 
drinketh hony. Thou haſt dronke fo muche hony of 
ſwete temporel richeſſes, and delices, and honours of 
this world, that thou art dronken, and haſt ſorgetten 
Jeſu Criſt thy creatour: thou ne haſt not don to him 
ſwiche honour and reverence as thee ought, ne thou 
ne haſt wel ytaken kepe to the wordes of O vide, that 
ſayth, Under the honey of the goodes of thy body i is 
hid the venime that fleth the ſoule: and Salomon 
ſayth, If thou haſt founden hony ete of it that ſuffi- 
ceth, for if thou ete of itout of meſure thouſnalt ſpewe, 
and be nedy and poure. And peraventure Criſt hath 
thee in deſpit, and hath tourned away fro thee his face 
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and his eres of miſericorde, and alſo he hath ſuffred 
that thou haſt ben puniſhed in the manere that thou 
haſt ytreſpaſed. Thou haſt don finne again ovre Lord 
Criſt, for certes the three enemies of mankind, that 
is to ſuyn the fleſh, the fend, and the world, thou haſt 
ſuffred hem entre into thin herte wilfully by the win 
dowes of thy body, and haſt not defended thyſelf ſuf - 
fiſantly age in hir aſſautes and hit temptations, ſo that 
they han wounded thy ſoule in five places; this is to 
ſayn, the dedly ſinnes that ben entred into thyn herte 
by thy ſive wittes: and in the ſame manere our Lord 
Criſt hath wold and ſuffred that thy three enemies 
ben entred into thyn hous by the windowes; and han 
ywounded thy doughter in the foreſayd manere. 
Certes, quod Melibee, | ſee wel that ye enforce you 
muchel by wordestoovercomen me in ſwiche manere 
that 1 ſhal not venge me on mine enemies, ſhewing 
me the perils and the evils that mighten falle of this 
vengeaunce; but who ſo wolde conſidre in alle ven- 
geaunces the perils and evils that mighten ſue of ven- 
geaunce taking a man wold never take vengeaunce, 
and that were harme; for by the vengraunce taking 
ben the wicked men diſſe vered fro the goode men, 
and they that han will to do wickedneſſe reſtreinen 
hir wicked pur pos whan they ſen the puniſſiing and 
the chaſtiſiugꝰ of the Teſpaſogrs {To this anſwered 
| + of the treſpoſours] The following pa Suk which the x08 


will — mene have 3 rom 
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Dame Prudente: Certes, quod ſhe, Lgraunte you that 
of vengeaunce taking cometh muche evil and muche 
good; but rengtaunct taking apperte ineth notto eve- 
rich on, but an hy to juges, and to henvthat han the ju- 
riſdiction over the treſpaſours.] And yet ſay I more, 
that right as a ſinguler perſone ſinneth intaking ven» 
geaunce of another man, right fa ſinneth the juge if 
he do no vengeaunce of hem that it han deſerved; for 
Senek ſayth thus; That maiſter (he ſayth) is good 
that preveth ſhrewes; and Caſſindore fayth, A man 
dredeth to do outrages whan he wot and knoweth 
that itdifpleſeth to the juges and ſoveraines; and an- 
other ſayth, The juge that dredeth to do right ma- 
keth men ſhtewes z and Seint Poule the apoſtle ſayth 
in his epiſtle, what he writeth unto the Romaincs, 
that the juges beren not the ſpere withouten cauſe, 
but they beren it:to-puniſhe the ſhrewes and miſdoers, 
and for to defende the goode ment If ye wiln than 
take vengeaunce of youre enemies Fe ſhuln retourne 
or have your recours to the juge that hath the juriſ· 
diction upon ham, and lie Outro r as Ga _ 
axcth andirequirethic! +: 5: 

Al ſayd Melibee, this ira Uketh x 5 no- 
thing. I bethink me now and take hede how that For- 
tune hath noriſhed mefromychildbode; and hath hol- 
the French, and inſetted between hooks, as before; * Et à ce 
reſpont Dame prudence: Certes, diſt elle, le Votrroy! eque de 
© vengeance vient molt de maulx et de biens, mais vengeance 


« wappartient pay a un chaſeun, fors ſeulement aux juges et 
* z cculx qui ont la juridicion ſur les malfaiteurs 
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pen me to paſſe many a ſtronge pas: now wol l aſſayen 
hire, trowing with Goddes belpe that ſhe . _ 
me my ſhame for to venge. n $30 
Certes, quod Prudence, if ye wol pts conſeil 
ye ſhuln not aſſaye Fortune by no way, ne ye ne ſhuln 
not lene or bowe unto hire. after the wordes of Senek; 
ſor thinges that ben folily don, and tho that ben don 
in hope of Fortune; ſhuln never come to good ende. 
And as the ſame Senek ſayth, The more clere and the 
more ſhining that Fortune is the more brotel and the 
ſoner broke ſhe id. Truſteth not in hire, for ſhe n'is 
not ſtedefaſt ne table, for whan thou troweſt to be 
moſt ſiker and ſeure of hire helpe ſhe wol faille and 
deceive thee. And wheras ye ſayn that Fortune hath 
noriſhed you fro youre childhode, I ſay that in ſo mu- 
chel ye ſhula the leſſe truſte in hire and in hire wit; 
for Senck ſaith, What man that is noriſhed by For- 
tune ſhe maketh him a gret fool. Now than fin ye 
deſire and axe vengeaunce, and the vengeaunce that 
is don after the lawe and before the juge ne liketh you 
not, and the vengeaunce that is don in hope of For- 
tune is perilous and uncertain, than have ye non other 
remedie hut for to have your recours unto the ſove» 
raine juge that vengeth alle vilanies and wronges, and 
he ſhal venge you; after that himſelf witneſſeth wher- 
as he an. Le veth the mum dy: hal 
do it. 1? 
/ Melibeus l if 11 ne venge me 407 Ss vilanie 
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that men hand on tome fompue or warne hemthat 
han don to me vlauig, and alle ther, to do me an- 
other vilanie ; for it is written lt thou take no ven- 
geaunce of an olde vilany thou ſompneſt thin adver- 

ſaries to do. thee a newe vilanie and alſo for amy ſuf · 
fraunce men wolden do me ſo muche vilanie that l 
might neither bere it ne ſuſteine, und ſo ſnulde i ben 
put and holden over lowe; for ſom men ſain, ln mu- 
chel ſuffring ſhul many thinges falle cb een 
thou ſhalt not moe ſu fra. 
Certes, quod Prudence, 1 ardkinds yon Sehen 
vermuchel ſuffraunce is not gaod, but yet ne folweth 
it not theruſ that every perſone to whom men don 
vilan ie ſhuld take of it vengeaunce; for that apper- 
teincth and longeth all only to the juges, for they ſhul 
venge the vilanies and injuries; and therfore tho two 
aucoritees that ye han ſayd above ben only under- 
ſtonden in the juges, for han they ſuffren overmu ; 
Thel the wronyes and vilanies to be don withouten 
puniſhing they ſompne not à man all only for to do 
newe wronges but they commaunden it, al ſo as a 
wiſe man ſayth that tho juge that correcteth not the 
ſinner commaundeth and biddeth him doſitine: and 
the juges and ſoveraines mighten inqhir ond ſo muche 
ſuffre of the ſhrewes and miſdoers, that they ſnuld 
en by ſwiche ſuffraunce by proces of time wexen of 


ſwiche power and might that they ſhuld putte out the 


juges and the foveraines from bir places, and atte laſte 
maken hemilefe hir lordſhi ppes. 


PHE TALE OF MELIBSUS, dro 


Fut now let us pntte thatychaveleveto enge you: 
Lay ye be not of might und power as now! to venge 
you: for if yr ol malten compariſon unto the might 
of youre adverſaries, ye ſhuln finde in many thinges 
that | have he wed you er this that hir condition is 
better than youres; and therfore ſay i that it is good 
as now that ye fufitr and be patient. ua Aist 
Forthermore, ye knowen wet that after the com- 
mime -faw' it is a woodneſſe a man to ſtrive with a 
fironger or a more mighty man than he is hiniſelf; 
and for to ſtrive with a man of even ſtrengthe, that is 
to ſay, with as ſtrong à man as he is, it is perit: and 
for to ſtriveavith a eker man it is folie; and therfore 
ſhulde a man flce ſtriving as muchel as he mighte; 
for Salomon ſayth It is a gret worſnĩp to a mat to 
kepe him ſro noiſe and Arif. And if it fo happe that 
a man of greter migtite and ſtrengthe than thou art 
do thee gre vaunct᷑, {tude and befietheerither to ſtille 
the ſame grovaunce than for to benge thee; ſor Se- 
nek ſayth, that he putteth bim in a grete perilſthat 
ſttivethſ with a greter man than he is himſelf ; and 
Caton ſayth, # if a man of higher eſtat or degree, or 
more mightyſthan thou, do thee anoye or grevance 
ſuffre him, for he that ones hath greved thee may 
another time releve thee and helpe thec. Vet ſette l 
a man of higher chat) This 1 advices toin 5 
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cas ye have bothe might and licence for to venge you; 
Lay that ther ben ful many thingesthat ſhulnreſtreine 
you of vengeance taking, and make you for toencline 
to ſuffre and for to han patience. in the wronges that 
han hen don to you. Firſt and ſorward, if ye wol con- 
ſidre the deſautes that ben in youre owen perſone, ſor 


vrhich deſautes God hath ſuffred you have this tribu · 


lation, as l have ſayd to you herebeforne; for the poete 


ſayth, that we oughten patiently taken the tribula- 


tions that comento us, han that we thinken and con- 
ſideren that we han deſerved to have hem; and Seint 
Gregorie ſayth, that whan a man conſidereth wel tho 
nombre; of his defautes and of his ſinmes the peines 
and the tribulations that he ſuffereth ſemen the leſſe 
unto him; and in as muche as him thinketh his ſinnes 
more hevy and grevous, in ſo muche ſemeth his peine 
the lighter and the eſier unto him. Alſo ye owen to 
encline and bowe youre herte to take the patience of 
oure Lord Jeſu Criſt, as ſayth Seint Peter in his Epiſt- 
les. Jeſu Criſt (he ſayth) hath ſuffred for us, and ye ven 
enſample to every mam to folwe and ſue him, for he 
dide never ſinne, ne never came ther a vilains word 
out of his mouth. Whan men curſed him he curſed 
hem nought, and whan men beten him he manaced 
hem nought. Alſo the gret patience which ſeintes 


that ben in Paradis han had in tribulations that they 


han ſuffred withouten hirdeſert or gilt oughte muchel 


lirre yon to patience. Forthermore, ye ſhulde enforce 
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of this world but lite} while endure, and ſone paſſed 
ben and gon, and the joye that a man ſekæth to han 
by patience in tribulations is perdlurahle after that 
the apoſtle ſayth in his epiſtle, The joye of God, he 
ſayth, is perdurable, that is to ſayn, everlaſting. Alſo 
troweth and beleveth ſtedfaſtly that he nis not wel 
ynoriſhed ne wel ytaught that cannot have patience, 
or wol not receive patience;. for Salomon ſayth, that 
the doctriue and wit of a man is knowen by patience; 
and in another place he ſayeth, that he that is patient 
governeth him by gret prudence : and the fame Sa- 
lomon ſayth, The angrie and wrathful man maketh 
noiſes, and the patient mun attempreth and ſtilleth 
hem: he ſaith alſo; It is more worth to be patient than 
to be right ſlrong; and he that may have the lord- 
ſhipe of his owen kerte is more to preiſe than he that 
by his force or ſtrengthe taketh gret tees: and ther. 
fore ſayth Seint James in this mm 
gret vertue of perſection rene 

Certes, quod Melibes, L — you; — 
dende, that ꝓatience is a gret vettuenſ perfection, but 
every man may not have the perfection that ye ſeken; 
ne Lam not oi the nomibri of the right parſit men; 
for min luerte may never he ini pees unto the time it 
be venged;»Andral be it: fo, that it was gret porił to 
min enemies to do me a vilanie in taking vengeaunce 
upon me, yet token they non hede of the peril, hut 
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ane ee anderen ebe 
fore me thinketh menoughten not tepre ve me though 
I put me in a lite} peril for to venge me, and though 
do a gret ee — reg 
rageby another. 4112 

4A! 3 eee eee a8 
you liketh; but in no cas of the world a man ſhulde 
not don outrage ne exceſſe for to vengen him; for Caſ- 
ſiodore ſayth, that as evil doth he that vengeth him 
by outrage as he that doth the outrage; and ther fore 
ye ſhuln venge you after the ordre of right, that is to 
ſayn, by the lawe, and not by exceſſe ne by outrage. 
And alſo if ye wol venge you of the outrage of youre 
adverſaries in other manere than right commaund- 
eth ye ſinnen; and therfore ſayth Senek, that a man 
ſhal never venge ſhrewedneſle by ſhrewedneſfſe. And 
if ye ſay that right axeth a man to defende violence 
by violence and fighting by fighting, certes ye ſay 
foth, whan the defence is don withouten intervalle, 
or withouten tarying or delay, for to defende him, and 
not for to venge: and it behoveth that a man putte 
ſwiche attemperaunce in his defence that men have 
no cauſe ne mater to repreve him that defendeth him 
of outrage and exceſſe, ſor elles were it againe reſon. 
Parde ye knowen wel that ye maken no defence as 
now for to defende you, but for to venge you, and 
ſo ſheweth it that ye han no will to do youre dede 
attemprely; and cherfore me thinketh that patience 
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mal have gretharme. 


Certes, quod Melibee, 1 Wa you that king Aa 
man is impatient and wrothe of that that touchethhim 
not, and that apperteineth not unto him, though it 
harme him it is no wonder; for the la we ſaith that he 
is coupable that entremeteth or medleth with ſwiche 
thing as apperteineth not unto him; and Salomon 
faith, that he that entremeteth of the noiſe or ſtriſ of 
another man is like to him that taketh a ſtraunge 
hound by the eres, for right as he that taketh aſtraunge 
hound by the eres is other while bitten with the hound, 
right in the ſame wiſe it is reſon that he have harme 
that by his impatience medleth him of the noife of an- 
other man wheras it apperteineth not unto him. But 
ye knowe wel that this dede, that is to ſayn, mygreef 
and my diſeſe, tovcheth me right nigh ; and ther- 
fore though | be wroth and impatient it is no mer- 
vaille : and (ſaving your grace) I cannot ſee that it 
might gretly harme me though I took vengeaunce, 
for | am richer and more mighty than min enemies 
ben; and wel knowe ye that by money and by having 
grete poſſeſſions ben alle thinges of this world go- 
verned ; and Salomon ſayth that alle FRI mo 
to money. 

Whan Prudence had herd hire huſbond avaunte 
him of his richeſſe and of his money, diſpreiſing the 
power of his adverſaries, ſhe ſpake and ſayd in this 
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_ wiſe: Certes, dere Sire li graunte youthat ye benriche 

and mighty, and that richeſſes ben good to hem that 
han wel ygeten hem, and that wel conne uſen hem; 
for right as the body of a man may not liven with- 
outen ſoul, no more may it liven withouten tempore! 
goodes, and by richeſſes may a wan gete him grete 
frendes; and therfore ſayth Pamphilus, fa“ netherdes 
doughter (he ſayth) be riche, the may cheſe of a thou · 
ſand men which ſhe wol take to hire huſhond, for of 
a thouſand men on wol not forſaken hire ne refuſen 
hire. And this Pamphilus ſaith alſo, Iſ thou be right 
happy, that is to ſayn, if, thou be right riche, thou 
ſhalt finde a gret# e of felawes and frendes; and 
if thy fortune chaunge, that thou wexe poure, fare- 
wel frendſhipe and felawſhipe, for. thou ſhalt be al 
allone withouten any con paig nie but if it be the com- 
paignie of poure folk. And yet ſayth this Pamphi- 
lus moreover, that they that ben bond and thralle of 
linage ſhuln be made worthy and noble by richeſſes. 
And right ſo as by richeſſes ther comen many goods, 
right ſo by poverte come ther many har mes and 
eviles, for gret poverte conſtreineth a man to du ma- 
ny eviles; and therſare clepeth Caſſioqore poverte 
the moder of ruipe, that is to ſayn, the moder of 


a netherdes doughter] The editt. have ſtrangely corrupt- 
ec this into—a nertbes douphter The reading which 1 have 
reſtored from the mſſ. is cc nfirmed by the original hallage in 
beet mf. Bod. 3703.; 


' Dummodo fit dives cupreſdarn nate bubulci, 
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overthrowing or falling doun ; and ther fore ſayth 
Piers Alfonſe, Ou of the greteſt adverſitees of 1 8 
world is whan a free man by kinde, or of birthe, is 

oonſtreined by poverte to eten the almeſſe of his ene 
mie. And the ſame ſayth Innocent in on of his bookes: 
he ſayth, that ſorweful and miſhappy isthe condition 
of a poure begger, for if he axe not his mete he dieth 
for hunger, and il he axe he dieth for ſhame; and al- 
gates neceſſitee coaſtreineth him to axe; and therfore 
ſayth Salomon, that better it is to die than for to have 


ſiche poverte; aud, as the ſame Salomon ſayth, Bet- 


ter it is to die of bitter deth than for to livenin ſwiche 
wife. By thiſc reſons that | have ſaid unto you, and 
by many other reſons that I coude ſaye, Igraunte you” 
that richeſſes ben good to hem that wel geten hem, 
and to hem that wel uſen tho richeſſes; and therſore 
wol I ſhewe you how ye ſhuln behave you in gade- 

ring of youre richeſſes, aud in what manere * ſhuln 
uſen hem. a 
© Firſt, ye ſhuln geten hem ibis gret defir, by 
good leiſer, ſokingly, and not over haſtiſiy, for a man 

that is to deſiring to gete richeſſes abandoneth hin 
ſirſte to thefte and to alle other eviles; and therfore- 
ſayth Salomon, He tkat haſteth him to befily to wexe 
riche he ſhal he hon innocent: he ſavth alfo, that the 
richeſſe that haſtily cometh to a man ſove and lightly 

gaeth and paſſeth from a man, but that richeſie that 
cometh litel an litel wexzth alway and myltiplicth., 

Volume J. | Q 


132 Tux TALE OF MELIBEUS. 


And, Sire, ye ſhulen gete richeſſes by youre wit and 
and by youre travaille, unto youre profite, and that 
withoutenwrongor harme doing to any other perſone; 
for the lawe ſayth, her maketh no man himſelſ riche 
if he do harme to another wight; this is to ſay, that 
Nature defendeth and forbedeth by right that no man 
make himfelf riche unto the harme of another per- 
ſone. And Tullius ſayth, that no ſorwe, ne no drede 
uf deth, ne nothing that may falle unto a man, is ſo 
muchel ageins nature as a man to encreſe his owen 
profite to harme of another man. And though the 
grete men and the mighty men geten richefles more 
lightlythan thou, yet ſhalt thou not ben idel ne ſlowe 
to do thy profite, for thou ſhalt in alle wiſe flee idel- 
neſſe; for Salomon ſayth, that ideIneſic techethamen 
to do many eviles: and the fame Salomon ſayth, that 
he that travailteth and beficth him to tillen his lond 
ſhal ete bred, but he that is idel, and caſteth him to 
no beſineſſe ne occupation, ſhal falle into poverte, and 
die for hunger. And he that is idel andſlow can never 
find covenable time for to do his proſite; for ther is 
a verſifiour ſayth, that the ide} man excuſeth him in 
winter becauſe of the grete cold, and in ſommer by 
encheſon of the here. For thiſe cauſes, fayth Caton, 
Waketh*, and enclineth younot over muchel to ſlepe, 


* Faketh,t&c.] Ican find nothing nearer to this in Cato than 
the maxim, I. iii. diſt. 7.; Segnitiem fugito.—For the quota- 
tions from the ſame author in the folowirg page, 1. 15 and 19, 
ſes |. iv. diſt. 17, and l. Iii. ditt. 32. 
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for over muchel reſte noriſheth and cauſeth many 
vices; and therfore ſayth Seint Jerome, Doeth ſom 
good dedes, that the devil which is oure enemie ne 
finde you not unoccupied, for the devil ue taketh not 
lightly unto his werking ſwiche as he nn occu- 
pied in goode werkes. 2 

Than thus in geting richeſſes ye . — idel- 
neſſe; andafterward ye ſhuln uſen the richeſſes which 
ye han geten by youre wit and by youre travaille in 
ſwiche manere that men holde you not to ſcarce ne to 
ſparing, ne fool- large, that is to ſay; over large a ſpen· 
der; for right as men hlamen an avaricious man be- 
cauſe of his ſcarcitee and chincherie, in the ſame wiſe 
is he to blame that ſpendeth over largely; and ther- 
fore ſaith Caton, Uſe (ſaythhe) the richeſſes that thou 
haſt ygeten in ſwiche manere that men have no ma- 
tere ne cauſe to calle thee nother wretche ne chinche, 
for it is a gret ſhame to a man to have a poure herte 
and a riche purſe: he ſayth alſo, The goodes that 
thou haſt ygeten uſe hem by meſure, that is to ſayn, 
ſpende meſurably, for they that folily waſten and di- 
ſpenden the goodes that they han whan they han no 
more propre of kir 6wen that they ſhapen hem to take 
the goodes of another man. | ſay than that ye ſhuln 
flee avarice, uſing youre richeſſes in ſwiche manere 
that men ſayn not that your richeſſes ben yberied, but 
that ye have hem in youre might and in youre wel- 
diog; for awiſemanrepreveth theavariciousman,and 
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ſayth thus in two vers, Wherto and why berieth 2 
man his goodes by his gret avarice, and knoweth wel 
that nedes muſt he die, for deth is the end of every 
man as in this prefent lif? and for what cauſe or 
encheſon joineth he him or knitteth he him ſo ſaſt 
unto his goodes that alle his wittes mown not diſſe- 
veren him or departen him from his goodes, and 
knoweth wel, or oughte to knowe, that, whan he is 
ded he ſhal nothing bere with him out of this world? 
and therſore ſayth Scint Auguſtine, that the avari- 
cious man is Iikened unto helle, that the more it ſwal- 
weth the more deſir it hath to ſwalwe and devoure. 
And as wel as ye wolde eſchue to be called an avari- 
_ cious man or chinche, as wel ſhulde ye kepe you and 
governe you in ſwiche a wiſe that mien calle you nat 
fool-large; therfore ſaith Tullius, The goodes of thin 
hous ne ſhulde not ben hid ne. kept fo cloſe but that 
they might ben opened by pitee and debonairetee, 
that istoſayn, to yevehem part that han gret nede; ne 
thy goodesſhulden not ben ſo open to be every mannes 
goodes. Afterward, in geting of youre richeſles and 
in uſing of hem ye ſhuln alway have three thinges in 
youre herte, that is to ſay, oure Lord God, conſcience, 
and good name. Firſt, ye ſhuln have God in youre 
herte, and for no richeſſe ye ſhuln do no thing which 
may in any manere diſpleſe God that is your creatour 
and maker; ſor, after the word of Salomon, It is bet- 
ter to have a litel good with love of God than to have 
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muchel good and leſe the love of his Lord God: and 


the prophete ſayth, that better it is to ben a good man 
and have litel good and treſor than to be holden a 
ſhrewe and have grete richeſſes. And yet I ſay for- 
thermore, that ye ſhulden al way do youre beſineſſe to 


gete you richeſſes, ſo that ye gete hem with good con- 


ſcience. And the apoſtle fayth, that there ris thing 


in this world of which we fhulden have fo gret joye 


as whan oure conſcience bereth us good witneſſe; and 
the wiſe man ſayth, The fubſtaunce of a man is ful 
good whan ſinne is not in mannes conſcience. Aſter- 
ward, in geting of youre richeſſes and in uſing of hem 
ye muſt have gret beſineſſe and gret diligence that 
youre good name be alway kept and conſerved; for 

Salomon ſayth, that beter it is and more it availeth 
a man to have a good name than for to have grete ri- 


cheſſes; and therfore he ſayth ia another place, Do 
grete diligence (ſaithSalomon) in kepingofthyfrendes - 


and of thy good name, for it ſhal lenget abide with thee 
than any treſor, be it never ſo precious; and certes 
He ſhulde not be called a Gentilman that aſter God 
and good conſcience alle thinges left ne doth his dili- 
gence and beſineſſe to kepen his good name; and Caſ- 


fiodore ſayth, that jt is a ſigne of a gentil herte whan 


a man loveth and deſireth to have a good name; and 

therfore ſayth Seint Auguſtine, that ther ben two 

thinges thatarn right neceſſarie and nedeſul, and that 

is good conſcience and good los; that is to ſayn, good 
2 


- 
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conſcience to thin owen perſone inward, and good los 
for thy neigbebouroutward. And he that troſteth him 
ſomuchelin his good conſcience that he deſpiſeth and 
ſetteth at nought his good name or los, and recketh 
not though he kepe not his good name, nis but a cruel 

Sire, now have [| ſhewed you how ye ſhulden do in 
geting richeſſes, and how ye ſhuln uſen hem; and I 
fee wel that for the truſt that ye han in youre richeſſes 
ye wiln meve werre and bataille. I conſeille you that 
ye beg inne no bataille ne werre in truſt of youre ri- 
cheſſes, for they ne ſufficen not werres to mainteine z 
andtherfore ſayth a philoſophre, That man that de- 
fireth and wol algates han werre fhal never have ſuf- 
_ fiſaunce, for the richer that he is the greter diſpences 
mult he make, if he wol have worſhip and victurie; 
and Salomon ſaith, that the greter richeſtesthat a man 
hath the mo diſpendours he hath. And, dere Sire! al 
be it fo that for your richeſſes ye moun have muchel 
folk, yet behoveth it not ne it is not good to beginne 
werre, wheras ye moyn in other manere have pees 
unto youre worſhip and profite; for the victorie of ba- 
tailles that ben in this world lith not in gret nombre 
or multaude of peple, ne in the vertue of man, but it 
lith in the will and in the hond of oure Lord God Al- 
mighty; and therfore Judas Machabcus, which-was 
Goddes knight, whan he ſhulde fighte again his ad- 
verſarie thathadde a greter nombre and a greter mul- 
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titude of folk, and ſtrenger than was the peple of this 
Machabee, yet he recomforted his litel compaignie, 
and ſayde right in this wiſe ; Al fo lightly (ſayde he) 
may our Lord God Almighty yeve victorie to a ſewe 
folk as to many folk, for the victorie of a bataille co- 
meth not by the gret nombre of peple, but it cometh 
from oure Lord God of heven. And, dere Sire! for as 
muchel as ther is no man certaine if it be worthy 
that God yeve him victorie or not, after that Salomon 
ſayth, Therfore every man ſhulde gretly drede werres 
to beginne; and becaufe that in batailles fallen many 
perils, and it happeth other while that as ſone is the 
gret man flain as the litel man; and, as it is ywritten 
in the ſecond book of Kinges, The dedes of batailles 
ben aventurous, and nothing certain, for as lightly is 
on hurt with a ſpere as another; and for ther is gret 
peril in werre, therfore ſhulde a man flee and efchue 
werre in as muchel as a man may goodly; for Salo- 
mon ſayth, He that loveth peril ſhal ſalle in peril, 

Aſter that Dame Prudence had ſpoken in this ma- 
nere Melibee anſwerd and ſaide: 1 ſee wel, Dame Pru- 
dence, that by youre faire wordes and by youre reſons 
that ye han ſhewed me that the werre liketh you no- 
thing; but l have not yet herd your conſeil how | W 
do in this nede. 

Certes, quod ſhe, I conſeille you that Yo a ; 
with youre adverſaries, and that ye have pees with 
hem; for Scint James ſayth in his Epiſtle that by con- 
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corde and pees the ſmale richeſſes wexen grete, and 
by debat and diſcorde grete richeſſes fallendoun : and 
ye knowen wel that on of the greteſt and moſte ſove- 
raine thing that is in this world is unitee and pees 
and therfore ſayde oure Lord Jeſu Criſt to his apoſtles 
in this wiſe, Wel happy and bleſſed ben they that lo- 
ven and purchaſen pees, for they ben called the chil- | 
dren of God. A! quod Melibee, now fee | welthat ye 
Joven not min honour ne my worſhipe. Ve knowen 
wel that min adverſaries han begonne this debat and 
brige by hir outrage, and ye ſee wel that they ne re- 
queren ne prayen me not of pees, ne they axen not to 
be reconciled ; wol ye than that I go and meke me 
and obeye me to hem, and crie hem mercie? forſoth 
that were not my worſhipe ; for right as men ſayn 
that overgret homlineſſe engendreth diſpreiſing, ſo 
fareth it by to gret humilitee or mekenefle. / 

Than began Dame Prudence to make ſemblaunt of 
wrathe, and ſayde, Certes, Sire, (ſauf your grace) | 
love youre honour 2nd youre profite as | do min owen, 
and ever have don, ye ne non other ſeyn never the 
contrary: and if | had ſayde that ye ſhulde han pur- 
chafed the pees and the reconciliation | ne hadde not 
muchel miſtake me ne ſayde amis; for the wiſe man 
ſayth, The diſſention beginneth by another man, and 
the reconciling beg inneth by thyſelf: and the pro- 
phete ſaith, Flee ſhrewednefſe and do goodneſſe; ſeke 
pees and folwe it, in as muchel as in thee is. Yet ſay 
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I not that ye ſhuln rather purſue to youre adverſaries 
for pees than they ſhuln to you, for I know wel that 


ye ben ſo hard- herted that ye wol do nothing for me; 


and Salomon ſayth, He that hath over hard an herte 
atte laſte he ſhal miſhappe and miſt ide. 

Whan Melibee had herd Dame Prudence make ſem- 

blaunt of wrath he ſayde in this wiſe : Dame, l pray you 
that ye be not diſpleſed of thingesthat I ſay, for l knowe 
wel that lam angry and wroth, and that is no wonder, 
and they that ben wroth woten not wel what they 
don ne what they ſayn; therfore the prophete ſayth, 
that troubled eyen han no clere ſighte. But ſayth and 
conſeilleth me as you liketh, for I am redy to do right 
as ye wol deſire; and if ye repreve me of my folie I am 
the more holden to love you and to pteiſe you; for 
Salomon ſaith, that he that repreveth him that doth 
folie he ſhal find greter grace than he that deceiveth 
him by ſwete wordes. 

Than ſayde Dame Prudence, I make no ſemblaunt 
of wrath ne of anger but ſor youre grete proſite; ſor Sa- 
lomon ſaith, He is more wroth that repreveth or chi- 
deth a fool for his folie, ſhewing him ſemblaunt of 
wrath, than he that ſupporteth him and preiſeth him 
in his miſdoing, and laugheth at his folie; and this 
ſame Salomon ſaith afterward, that by the ſorweful 
viſage of a man, that is to ſayn, by the ſory and hevy 
countenance of a man, the fool correcteth and AER 
deth melt. 
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Than faid Melibee, I ſhal not conne anſwere unto 

. fo many faire reſons as ye putten to me and ſhewen: 
ſayth ſhortly youre will and youre conſeil, and l am 
al redy to performe and fulfille it. 

Than Dame Prudence diſcovered all hire will unto 
Him, and ſaide, I conſeille you, quod ſhe, above alle 
thinges chat ye make pees betwene God and you, and 
be reconciled unto him and to his grace, for as I have 
fayde you herebeforen, God hath ſuffered you to have 
this tribulation and diſeſe for youre finnes: and if ye 
do as | fay you God wol ſende youre adverſaries un- 
to you, and make hem falle at youre feet, redy to do 
youre will and youre commaundements; for Salomon 
ſayth, Whan the condition of man is pleſaunt and li- 
King unto God he chaungeth the hertes of the mannes 
adverſaries, and conſtreineth hem to beſechen him of 
pees and of grace. And I pray you let me ſpeke with 
your adverſaries in prevee place, for they ſhuln not 
knowe that it be of youre will or youre aſſent, and than 
whan I knowe hir will __ hir ententel 157 conſeille 
you the more ſeureſy. 

Dame, quod Aen. doth youre will and youre 
king, for I putte me wholly in _ diſpoſition and 
ordinaunce. 

Than Datne Prudence, whan ſhe ley the good will 
of hire huſbond, delibered unto hire, and toke avis in 
hire ſelf, thinking how ſhe might bring this nede un- 
to goode ende; and whan ſhe ſey hire tune ſhe ſent 
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for thiſe adverſaries to come unto hire in to a privee 
place, and ſhewed wiſely unto hem the grete goodes 
that comen of pees, and the grete harmes and perils | 
that ben in werre; and faide to hem in a goodly ma- 
nere how that hem oughte have gret repentaunce of 
the injuries and wronges that they hadden don to Me- 
libeus hire lord, and unto hire and to hire doughter. 
And whan they herden the goodly wordes of Dame 
Prudence they weren fo ſurpriſed and raviſhed, and 
hadden ſo gret joye of hire, that wonder was to telle. 
A, Lady! quod they, ye have ſhewed unto us the bleſ- 
ling of ſweteneſſe, after the ſaying of David the pro- 
phete ; for the reconciling which we be not worthy to 
have in no manere, but we oughten requeren it with 
grete contrition and humilitee, ye of youregrete good- 
neſſe have preſented unto us. Now ſee we wel that 
the ſcience and conning of Salomon is ful trewe; for 
he ſaith, that ſwete wordes multiplien and encreſen 
frendes, and maken ſhre wes to bedehonaireand meke. 
Certes, quod they, we putten oure dede and all oure 
matere and cauſe al holly in youre good will, and ben 
redy to obe ye unto the ſpeche and commaundement 
of my Lord Melibeus; and therfore, dere and benigne 
Lady! we praye you and beſeche you, as mekely as we 
conne and moun, that it like unto youre grete good- 
neſſe to fulfille in dede youre goodly wordes; for we 
conſideren and knowelechen that we han offended and 
greved my Lord Mclibeus out of meſure, fo fer fosth 
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that we ben not of power to maken him amendes, and 
therfore we oblige and binde us and oure frendes for 
to do all his will and his commaundements: but per- 
aventure he hath ſwiche hevineſſe and ſwiche wrath 
tous ward, becauſe of our offence, that he wol enjoyn- 
en us ſwiche a peine as we moun not bere ne ſuſteine; 
and therfore, noble Ladie! we beſeche to youre wo- 
manly pittee to take ſwiche aviſement in this nede that 
we ne oure frendes ben not n and deſtroicd 
thurgh oure folie. 

Certes, quod Prudence, it is an hard thing and tight 
perilous that a man putte him all outrely in the arbi- 
tration and jugement and in the might and power of- 
his enemie; for Salomon ſayth, Leveth me and yeveth 
credence to that that I ſhall ſay; To thy ſone, to thy 
wif, to thy frend, ne to thy brother, ne yeve thou ne- 
ver might ne maiſtrie over thy body while thou liveſt. 
Now, ſith he defendeth that a man ſhulde not yeve to 
his brother ne to his frend the might of his body, by 
a ſtrenger re ſon he deſendeth and forbedeth a man to 
yeve himſelf to his enemy. And natheles | conſcille 
you that ye miſtruſte not my lord, for | wot wel and 
know veraily that he is debonaire and meke, large, 
carteis, and nothing deſirous ne coveitous of good ne 
richeſſe, for ther is nothing in this world that he de- 
fireth ſave only worſhipe and honour. Forthermore, 
I know wel and am right ſure that he ſhal nothing do 
in chis nede withouten wy conſeil, and I ſhal ſo wer - 
| 2 | 
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—— Lord God ye 
ſhuln be reconciled unto us. it's 

Than ſaiden they with o vois, Worſkipful Lady! we 
putten us and oure goodes al fully in youre willand 
diſpoſition, and ben redyto come what day that it like 
unto youre nobleffe to limite us or aſſigne us for to 
make oure obligation and bond as ftrong as it liketh 
unto youre goadneſſe, Am mmm the will 
of you and of my Lord Melibe. 

Whan Dame Prudence had her1the anſwerof thiſe 
men ſhe bad hem go agein prively. and ſhe retourn- 
ed to hire Lord Melibee, and told him how ſhe fond 
his adverſaries ful repentaunt, knowleching ful lowly 
hir ſinnes and treſpas, and how they weren redy to 
ſuffren all peine, requering and preying him of mer- 
cy and pitee. 

Than faide Melibee, He is wel worthy to have par- 
don and forye veneſſe of his ſinne that excuſeth not his 
ſinne, but knowlecheth and repenteth him, axing in- 
dulgence; for Senck ſaith, Ther is the remiſhon and 
foryeveneſſe wher as the confellion is, for confeſſion 
is neighehour to innocence : and therefore I aſſente 
and conferme me to have pees; but it is good that we 
do nought withouten the aſſent and will of oure fren- 
des. 

Than was Prudence right glad and nl and 
ſaide, Certes, Sire, ye han wel and goodly anſwered; 
for right as by the conſeil, aſſent, and helpe, of your 
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frendes ye han be ſtired to venge you and make werre, 
right ſo withouten hir conſeil ſhul ye not accord you 
ne have pees with youre adverſaries; for the lawe 
ſaith, Ther is nothing ſo good by way of kinde as a 
thing to be unbounde by him that it was ybounde. 
And than Dame Prudence, withouten delay or tary- 
ing, ſent anon hire meſſageres for hir kin and for hir 
olde frendes which that were trewe and wiſe, and told 
hem by crdre in the preſence of Melibee all the ma · 
tere as it is above ea preſſed and declared, and preied 
hem that they wold yeve hir avis and conſeil what 
were beſt to do in this nede. And whan Melibeus 
frendes hadden taken hir avis and deliberation of the 
foreſaid matere, and hadden examined it by gret be- 
ſineſſe and gret diligence, they yaven ful conſeil for to 
have pees and teſte, and that Melibee ſhulde receive 
with good herte his adverſaries to foryevencſle and 
3 

And han Dame Prudence had herd the aſſent af 
hire Lord Melibee, and the conſeil of his frendes ac- 
cord with hire will and hire entention, ſhe was won- 
der glad in hire herte, and ſayde, Ther is an old pro- 
verbe, quod ſhe, ſayth, that the goodneſſę that thou 
maiſt do this day do it, and abide not ne delay it not 
til to morwe; and therfore I conſeille that ye ſende 
youre meſſageres, ſwiche as ben diſcret and wiſe, un- 
to youre adverſaries, telling hem on youre behalf that 
if they wol trete of pees and of accord that they ſhape 
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hem withouten delay or tarying to come unto us. 
Which thing parfourmed was indede. And whan thiſe 
treſpaſours and repenting folk of hir folies, that is to 
ſayn, the adverſaries of Melibee, hadden herd what 
thiſe meſſageres ſayden unto hem they weren right 
glade and joyeful, and anſwerden ſul mekely and be · 
nignely, yelding graces and thankinges to hir Lord 
Melibee and to all his compagnie, and ſnopen hem 
withouten delay to go with the meſſageres, and obeye 
to the commaundement of hir Lord Melibee. 

And right anon they token hir way to the court of 
Melibee, and token with hem ſom of hir trewe frendes 
to make feith for hem and for to ben hir borwes, And 
whan they were comen to the preſence of Melibee he 
ſaide hem thiſe wordes: It ſtant thus, quod Melibee, 
and ſoth it is that ye cauſeles and withouten kill and 
reſon han don grete injuries and wronges to me and 
to my wif Prudence, and to my doughter alſo, ſor ye 
han entred into myn hous by violence, and have don 
ſwiche outrage that alle men knowen wel that ye han 
deſerved the deth; and therfore wol l know and wete 
of you whether ye wol putte the puniſhing and cha- 
ſtiſing, and the vengeaunce, oſ this outrage in the will 
of me and of my wif or ye wol not. 

Than the wiſeſt of hem three anſwered fe: hank 
alle, and ſaide; Sire, quod he, we knowen wel that we 
ben unworthy to come to the court of fo gret a lord 
and ſo worthy as ye ben, for we han ſo gretly mi- 
R ij 
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agein your high {ordſhipe, that trewely we han de- 
ſerved the deth; but yet for the grete goodneſſe and 
debonairetee that all the world witneſſeth of youre 
perſone we ſubmitten us to the excellence and benig- 
nitee of youre gracious lordſhipe, and ben redy to o- 
beye to alle youre comandements, beſeching you that 
of youre merciable pitee ye wol conſidere oure grete 
repentance and lowe ſubmiſſion, and graunte us for- 
ye veneſſe of oure outragious treſpas and offence; for 
wel we knowen that youre liberal grace and mercie 
ſtretchen hem forther into goodneſfe than don oure 
outragious giltes and treſpas into wickedneſſe, al be 
it that ene dates gew, daes e 
youre highe lordſhipe. 

Than Melibee toke hem * the ground full be- 
nignely, and received hir obligations and hir bondes 
by bir othes upon hir plegges and borwes, and aſſigned 
hem a certain day to retourne unto his court for to re- 
ceive and accept ſentence and jugement that Melibee 
wolde commande to be don on hem by the cauſes a- 
foreſaid; which thinges SORE eee 
ed to his hous. t 

And whan that Dame Prodeniceaw hire time ſhe 
freined, andaxed hire Lord Mehbeo what vengeance 
he thoughte to taken of his adverfarics? 

To which Melibee anſwerd and ſaide; Certes, quod 
he, I thinke and purpoſe me fully to diſherite hem of 
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all that ever they han, and for to reed, 
for ever. 

Certes, quod Dame Popes; this: were desc 
tence,andmighelagein reſon, for ye benriche ynough, 
and han no nede of other mennes good; and ye might 
lightly in this wiſe gete you a coveitous name, which 
is a vicious thing, and onghte to be eſchewed of every 
good man, for after the ſawe of the apoſtle coveitiſe 
is rote of alle harmes; and therfore it were better for _ 
you to leſe muchel good of your owen than for to take 
of hir good in this manere; for better it is to leſe good 
with worſhip than to winne good with vilanie and 
ſhame : and every man oughte to do his diligence and 
his beſineſſe to gete him a good name; and yet ſhal 
he not only beſie him in keping his good name, but he 
ſhal alſo enforcen him alway to do ſom thing by which 
he may renovelle his good name; for it is written 
that the olde good los or good name of a man is ſone 
gon and paſſed whan it is not newed. And as touch- 
ing that ye ſayn, that ye wol exile your adverſaries, 
that thinketh me muchel agein reſon and out of me- 
ſure, conſidered the power that they han yeven you 
upon hemſelf; and it is written, that he is worthy to 
leſe his privilegethat miſuſeth the might and the pow- 
er that is yeven him. And | ſette cas ye mightenjoine 
hem that peine by right aud by lawe, (which Itrowe 
ye mowe not do) I ſay ye might not putte it to exe- 
cution peraventure, and than it were like to retourne 

R it 
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ate ates andtherfore if you wol 


that men do you obeiſaunce ye muſt deme more eur- 
teifly, that is to ſayn, ye muſt yeve more eſie ſenten- 
ces and jugements; for it is written, he that moſt 
curteiſly commandeth to him men moſt obeyen. And 
therfore I pray you that in this neceffitee and in this 
nede ye caſte you to overcome youre herte; for Se- 
nek ſayth, that he that overcomerh his herte over- 
cometh twies; and Tullius ſaith, Ther is nothing ſo 
commendable in a gret lord as whan he is debonaire 
and meke, andappeſeth him lightly. And | pray you 
that ye wol now ſorbere to do vengeaunce in ſwiche 
a manere that your good name may be kept and con- 
ſer ved, and that men mown have cauſe and matere to 
preiſe you of pitee and of mercy, and that ye have no 
cauſe to repente you of thing that ye don; for Seneke 
ſaieth, He overcometh in an evil manere that repen- 
teth of his victorie. Wherfore | pray you let mercy be 
in youre herte, to the effect and entente that God Al- 
mighty have mercy upon you in his laſt jugement; 
for Se int James ſaith in his epiſtle, Jugement with- 
oute mercy ſhal e e e eee 
another wight. age 

- Whan Melibee had herd the grete fkilles and re- 
fons of Dame Prudence, and hire wiſe informations 
and techinges, his herte gan encline to the will of his 
wif, conſidering hire trewe entente, enforced him a- 
non, and aſſented fully to werken after hire conſeil, 


\ 
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and thanked God, of whom procedeth all goodneſſe 
and all vertue, that him ſent a wif of ſo gret diſcre- 
tion. And whan the day came that his adverſaries 
ſhulde appere in his preſence he ſpake to hem ful 
goodly, and ſaide in this wiſe: Al be it ſo that of youre 
pride and high preſumption and folie, and of youre 
negligence and unconning, ye have miſborne you and 
treſpaſed unto me, yet for as muchel as I ſee and be- 
hold youre grete humilitee, and that ye ben ſory and 
repentant of youre giltes, it conſtreineth me to do you 
grace and mercy; wherſore I receive you iuto my 
grace, and foryeve you outrely alle the offences, in- 
juries, and wronges, that ye have don agein me and 
mine, to this effect and to this ende, that God of his 
endeles mercie wol at the time of oure dying forye ve 
us oure giltes that we han treſpaſed to him in this 
wretched world; for douteles if we be ſory and re- 
pentant of the ſinnes and giltes which we han treſpa · 
ſed in the ſight of oure Lord God, he is ſo free and 
ſo merciable that he wol forye ven us oure giltes, and 
br ingen us to the bliſſe that never bath ende. Amen. 
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W ran ended was the Tale of Melibee 13895 
And of Prudence and hire benignitee 

Our Hoſte ſaide, As am faithful man, 

And by the precious corpus Madrian, 

I hadde lever than a barell of ale 

That goode lefe my wif had herde this Tale, 13900 
For ſhe n'is no thing of ſwiche patience + 

As was this Melibeus wif Prudence, 

By Goddes bones whan | bete my knaves 
dhe bringeth me the grete clobbed ſtaves, 

And cryeth, Slee the dogges everich on, 13905 
And breke hem bothe bak and every bon. 

And if that any neighebour of mine 
Wol not in chirche to my wif encline, * 
Or be ſo hardy to hire to treſpace, 

Whan ſhe cometh home ſhe rampeth in my 3 
And cryeth, Falſe coward ! wreke thy wif: 13911 
By corpus Domini | wol have thy knif, 

And thou ſhalt have my diſtaf and go ſpinne. 

Fro day til night right thus ſhe wol beginne. 

Alas ! ſhe ſaith, that ever I was yſhape 13915 
To wed a milkſop or a coward ape, 
That wol ben overladde with every wight : 
Thou darſt not ſtonden by thy wives right. 


i 


dp. 13898. co Madricn] The relicks of St. Maternus, Gloſſ. 
Urr. But I can find no ſuch ſaiut in the common legendat ies. 
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This is my lif but if that I wol fight, | 
And out at dore anon | mote me dight, T3920 
Or elles 1 am loſt, but if that {| 
Be like a wilde Jeon fool-hardy. | | 

| wote wel ſhe wol do me flee ſom day 
Som neighebour, and thanne go my way, 

For | am perilous with knif in honde 13925 
Al be it that I dare not hire withſtonde, i 
For ſhe is bigge in at mes by my faith, 

That ſhal he finde that hire miſdoth or ſaĩth. 

But let us paſſe away fro this matere. 

My Lord the Monk, quod he, be mery Ache 5 
For ye ſhul telle a Tale trewely. 13931 
Lo! Roncheſter ſtondeth here faſte b; * 
Ride forth, min owen Lord, breke not our nn. 
But by my trauthe I can not telle youre name; 
Whether ſhal I call you my Lord Dan John, 1 3938 
Or Dan Thomas, or elles Dan Albon? 

Of what hous be ye by your fader kin? 

I vow to God thou haſt a ful faire ſkin. 

It is a gentil paſture ther thou goſt; | 

Thou art not like a peuaunt or a goſt. T3940 
Upon my faith thou art ſom officer, 

Som worthy ſextein, or ſom celerer, | 

For by my fadres ſoule, as to my dome, 

Thou art a maiſter whan thou art at home; 

No poure cloiſterer, ne non novice, . 13943 


But a governour bothe ware aud wile, 
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And therwithal of braunes and of bones E 

A right wel faring perſone for the nongs. 

I pray to God yeve him confuſion | 

That firſt thee brought into religion. 13950 


Thou woldeſt han ben a trede-foul a right 

Haddeſt thou as grete leve as thou haſt might 

To parfourme all thy luſt: in engendrure 

Thou haddeſt begeten many a creature. 

Alas! why wereſt thou fo wide a cope? 13955 
God yeve me ſorwe but and 1 were pope 

Not only thou but every mighty man, 

Though he were ſhore ful high upon his pan, 

Shuld have a wif, ſor al this world is lorn, 

Religion hath take up all the corn I396a 
Of treding, and we borel men ben ſhrimpes ; 

Of feble trees ther comen wretched impes. 8 
This maketh that our heires ben ſo ſclendre 

And ſeble that they moun not wel engendre; 

This maketh that our wives wol aſſaye. 13965 
Religious folk, for they moun berter paye f 
Of Venus payements than mowen we; 

God wote no Lusſheburghes payen ye. 


F. 13948. 4 right wel fur int! I have no better authority for 
the inſertion of right than ed. Urr. 
F-13968. Lutſheburg bes] Baſe coins, protably firſt imported, 
as Skinner. thinks, from Luxembourg. They are mentioned in 
x ſtat. 25 E. III. c. 2.; La monoie appelle Lucynbourg,” and 
in P. P. fol. 82, b.; 


As in L burghis a luther alay, yet loketh like flerling, 
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But be not roth, my Lord, though that I play; 
Ful oft in game a ſothe have l herd ſay, 13970 
This worthy Monke toke all in patience, - 
And ſaide, I wol don all my diligence, 
As fer as ſouneth into honeſtee, 
To tellen you a Tale, or two or three; 
And if you lift to herken hiderward 13975 
wol you ſayn the lif of Seint Edward, FL 
Or elles tragedies firſt I wol telle, 
Of which have an hundred in my celle. 
Tragedie is to ſayn a certain ſtorie, 
As olde bookes maken us memorie, 13980 
Of him that ſtood in gret proſperitee, | 
And is yfallen out of high degree 
In to miſerie, and endeth wretchedly; 
And they ben verſified communly 
Of fix feet, which men clepen Exametron: 13983 
In proſe eke ben endited many on, 
And eke in metre in many a ſondry wiſe, 
Lo this declaring ought ynough ſuffice, 
Now herkeneth if you liketh for to here. 
Bur firit I you beſeche in this matere, 13990 
Though I by ordre telle not thiſe thinges, 5 
Be it of popes, emperoures, or kinges, 
After hir ages, as men written finde, 
But telle hem ſom before and ſom behinde, 
As it now cometh to my remembrance, 13995 
Have me excuſed of min ignorance. 
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I Wol bemaile 3 in manere of tragedie | 
The harm of hem that ſtode in high degree, 
And fcllen ſo that ther n'as no remedie | 
To bring hem out of hir adverſitee: 14000 
For certain whan that Fortune liſt to fle: 
Ther may no man of hire the cours withholde: 
Let no man truſt on blinde proſperitee; 
Beth ware by thiſe enſamples trewe and olde. 
Luci fer. | 

At Lucifer, though he an angel were 14009 
Aad not a man, at him I wol beginne; | 
For though Fortune may non angel dere, 
From high degree yet fell he for his finne 
Doun into helle, wheras he yet is inne. 
O Lucifer! brighteſt of angels alle, 14010 
Now art thou Sathanas, that maiſt not twinne 
Out of miſerie in which that thou art falle. 

| Adu. 5 

Lo! Adam in the feld of Damaſcene 
With Goddes owen figget wrought was he, 
And not begeten of mannes ſperme unclene, 14015 


The Montes Tale) A tragical diſcourſe of many who have 
fallen from high eſtate to extreme miſery. Urry. 

F. 1401 3. in the feld of Damaſcene) So Lydgate, from Boc- 
cace, ſpeaks of Adam and Eve, Trag. b. i. c. l.; 


Of dime of the ert in Damaſcene the felde 
God made them above ech creature. 


Boccace is much longer in relating their ſtory, which is the 
firit of his tragedies, 
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And welte all Paradis ſaving o tree. 
Had never worldly man ſo high degree 
As Adam, til he for miſgovernance 
Was driven out of his proſperitee | 
| To labour, and to helle, and to meſchance. Ac 20 
Lo! Sampſon, which that was annunciat 
By the angel long or his nativitee, 
And was to God Almighty conſecrat, 
And ſtode in nobleſſe while he mighte ſee : 
Was never ſwiche another as was he, 14025 
To ſpeke of ſtreugth and therto hardineſſe; 
But to his wives tolde he his fecree, | 
Thurgh which he flow himſelf for wretchedneſſe. 
Sampſon, this noble and mighty champion, 
Withouten wepen ſave his handes twey 14030 
He flow and all to- rente the leon, 
Toward his wedding walking by the wey. 
His falſc wif coude him ſo pleſe and pray 
Til ſhe his eonſeil knewe, and ſhe untrewe 
Unto his foos his conſeil gan bewray, 14035 
And him forſoke, and toke another newe. 
Three hundred foxes toke Sampſon for ire, 
And all hir tayles he togeder bond, 
And ſet the foxes tayles all on fire, 


FT. | 14021, Sampſon] His tragedy is alſo in Boccace, b. i. c. 19. 
but our Author ſeems rather to have followed the original, 
Judges xiv, xv. xvi. ; 


Velume IV. | 8 
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For he in every tayl had knit a brond, * T4040 
And they brent all the cornes in that lond, 
And all hir oliveres and vines eke. 

A thoufand men he flow eke with his hond, 

And had no wepen but an aſſes cheke. 

Whan they were {lain ſo thurſted him that he 
Was wel nie lorne, for which he gan to preye 14046 
That God wold on his peine han ſom pitee, 

And ſend him drinke, or elles moſte he deye; 
And of this aſſes cheke that was ſo dreye 
Out of a wang toth ſprang anon a welle, T4050 
Of which he drank ynough, ſhortly to ſeye. | 
Thus halp him God, as Judicum can telle. 
By veray force at Gaſa on a night, 
Nlaugre the Philiſtins of that citee, 
"The gates of the toun he hath up plighty 14055 
And on his bak ycaried hem hath he * 
High on an hill, wher as men might hem ſe. 
O noble mighty Sampſon, lefe and dere! 
Haddeſt thou not told to women thy ſecree 
In all this world ne had ther ben thy pere. 14060 
This Sampſon never ſider drank ne wine, 
Ne on his hed came raſour non ne ſhere, 
By precept of the meſſager divine, 
For all his ſtrengthes in his heres were: 
And fully twenty winter yere by yere 14065 
He hadde of Ifracl the governance; 
Hut fone ſhal he wepen many a tere, 
For women ſhuln him bringen to meſchauce. 
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Unto his lemman Dalida he told ron gbefenuf 10P 
That in his heres all his ſtrengthe lay, 1407 


And falſely to his fomen ſhe himſoldg 

And ſleping in hire barme upon a day © 

She made to clip or ſhere his here away, 
And made his fomen al his craft eſpicn ; | 


And whan that they him fond in this array 14075 


They bond him faſt, and putten out his eyen. 
But or his here was clipped or yſhave 


Ther was no bond with which men might him bind, 


But now is he in priſon in a cave, 

Wheras they made him at the querne grinde. nes 
O noble Sampſon, ſtrongeſt of mankind, 

O whilom juge in glory and richeſle ! 

Now mayeſt thou wepen with thin cyen blind 

Sith thou fro wele art falle in wretchedneſſe. 


The ende of this caitif was as | ſhalſeye:  '14085 


His fomen made a feſte upon a day, | 
And made him as hir fool before hem pleye, 
And this was ina temple of gret array : 
But at the laſt he made a foule affray, 
For he two pillers ſhoke and made hem falle, 14090 
And doun fell temple and all, and ther it lay, 
And flow himſelf, and eke his fomen alle. 
This is to ſayn, the princes everich on, 
And eke three thouſand bodies, were ther ſlain 
With falling of the gret temple of ton, | 14095 
. erer ebe In The mill; tuerna, ola, Ind, 
8 ij 
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Of Sampſon now wol I no more ſain: 
Beth ware by this enfample old and plain 
That no men tell hir conſeil to hir wives 
Of ſwiche thing as they wold han fecree fain, 
If that it touch hir limmes or hir avis 14109 
Hercules. | 

.- a Hate ſoveraine conquerour 

Singen his werkes laude, and high renoun, 
For in his time of ſtrength he was the flour. 
He flow and raft the flcinne of the Icon; 
He of Centaures laid the boft adoun ; 14105 
He Harpies ſlow, the cruel briddes felle ; ; 
He golden apples raft fro the dragon ; 
He drow out Cerberus, the hound of helle. 

He flow the cruel tirant Buſirus, 

And made his hors to fret him fleſh and bon; 14110 
He flow the firy ſerpent venemous; | 
Of Achelous two hornes brake he on; 
And he flow Cacus in a cave of ſton; — 
He flow the geaunt Anteus the ſtrong; 
He flow the griſely bore, and that anon f 14175 
And bare the hevene on his nekke long. a 


v. 14101. Hercules] In this account of the labours of Her- 
cules Chaucer has evidently copied Baethius. I. iv. met. 7. Many 
of the cxpreſñons he had uſed before in his prof tranſiation of 
that author. 

V. 14116. the hewene on bis nette long] This is the reading 
of the heit inſſ. and is agreeable to Boethius, loc. cit. thus tranſ- 
lated by Chaucer; © And the laft of his labors was, that bc /u- - 
* feined the heven.upon bis necte unbowed.” The margin uf 
© mf. C. 1. explains long to mean diu.—The editt, read, 

And baie h ved. »pon his ſpere long. 
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Was neyer wight ſith that the world began 
That flow ſo many monſtres as did he; 
Thurghout the wide world his name ran, 
What for his ſtrength and for his high bountee ; 
And every reaume went he for to ſee. 14121 
He was ſo ſtrong that no man might him let; 
At bothe the worldes endes, ſaith Trophee, 
In ſtede of boundes he a piller ſet. 

A lemman had this noble champion 14125 
That highte Deianire, as freſh as May; 
And, as thiſe clerkes maken mention, 
She hath him ſent a ſherte freſh and gay: 
Alas! this ſherte, alas and wala wa! 
Envenimed was ſotilly withalle, 14130 
That or that he had wered it half a day 
It made his fleſh all ſrom his bones falle. 

But natheles ſom clerkes hire excuſen 
By on that highte Neſſus, that it maked : 
Be as may be | wol hire not accuſen; 14135 
But on his bak this ſnerte he wered al naked, 
Til that his fleſh was for the venim blaked; 
And whan he ſaw non other remedie 
In hote coles he hath himſelven raked, | 
For with no venime deigned him to die. 14140 


. 14122. ſtith Trophec] As all the beſt mf. agree in this 
reading I have retained it, though I cannut tell what author = 
is alluded to. The margin of C. 1 has this note; “ Ille vates 
% Chatdzorum Tropheus.” —The editt. read—for Tropbee,— 


8 ij 
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Thus ſtarf this worthy mighty Hercules, 
Lo! who may truſt on Fortune any throw? 
For him that folweth all this world of pres 
Or he be ware is oft ylaid ful lowe: 
Ful wiſe is he that can himſelven knowe. 14143 
Beth ware, for whan that Fortune liſt to gloſe 
Than waiteth ſhe hire man to overthrowe 
0 ſ enn a _ as he wold leſt fuppoſe. 
Nabuchodonefor. 
The e trone, the precious treſor, 
The glorious ſceptre, and real majeſtee, 14150 
That hadde the King Nabuchodonoſor, 
With tonge unnethes may deſcrived be: 
He twies wan Jeruſalem the citee. a 
The veſſell of the temple he with him ladde; * 
At Babiloine was his ſoveraine fee, * 1341355 
In which his glorie and his delit he hadde. 5 
The fayreſt children of the blood real 
Of Iſrael he did do gelde anon, 5 
And maked eche of hem to ben his thral. 
Amonges other Daniel was on, 14160 
That was the wiſeſt child of everich on, 
For he the dremes of the king ex pouned, 
Wher as in Caldee clerk ne-was ther non 
That wiſte to what fin his dremes ſouned. 
This proude king let make a ſtatue of gold 14165 
Sixty cubĩtes long and ſeven in brede, 


v. 14161. Nabuchodono/»r} For this kiftory and the follow- 
ing of Balthafar ſee Daniel i. The latter only is related by 
Boccace, b. ii. c. xxiii. 
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To which image bothe yonge and old 

Commanded he to loute and have in drede, 

Or in a fourneis ful of flames rede 

He ſhuld be brent that wolde not obeye; 14170 
But never wold aſſenten to that dede 

Daniel, ne his yonge felawes tweye. LOR 

This king of kinges proud was and elat; 

He wend that God that fit in majeſtee 

Ne might him nat bereve of his eſtat: 14175 
But ſodenly he loſt his dignitee, | 9 15 
And like a beſt him ſemed for to be, 

And ete hey as an oxe, and lay therout: 

In rain with wilde beftes walked he 

Til certain time was ycome about. 

And like an egles fethers wer his heres, 

His neyles like a briddes clawes were, 

Til God releſed him at certain yeres, 
And yaf him wit, and than with many a tere 
He thanked God, and ever his lif in fere 14185 
Was he to don amis, or more treſpace: | 
And til that time he laid was on his bere 

He knew that God was fut of might and grace. 


Balthaſar. 
His . which that highte Balthaſar, 
That held the regne after his fadres day, 14196 
He by his fader coude not beware, 5-24 
For proude he was of herte and of array, 
And eke an ydolaſter was he ay. 
His high eſtat aſſured him in pride; 
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But Fortune caſt him doun (and ther he 9 8 10195 

And ſodenly his regne gan devide. 7 
A feſte he made unto his lordes alle 

Upon a time, and made hem blithe be, 

And than his officeres gan he calle; 

Goth bringeth forthe the veſſels, quod he, 14200 

Which that my ſader in his proſperitee 

Out of the temple of Jeruſalem beraft, 

And to our highe goddes thanke we 

Of honour, that our eldres with us laft. 
His wif, his lordes, and his concubines, 14205 

Ay dronken, while hir appetites laſt, | 

Out of thiſe noble veſlels ſondry wines. 

And on a wall this king his eyen caſt, 

And ſaw an hand armles that wrote ful ſaſt, 

For fere of whiche he quoke and ſiked fore: 14210 

This hand, that Balthaſar ſo ſore agaſt, 5 

Wrote Mane techel Phares, and no more. 

In al that lond magicien was non 

That coud expounen what this lettre ment, 

But Daniel expouned it anon, | 14215 

And ſaid, O King! God to thy fader lent | 

Glorie and honour, regne, trefour, and rent, 

And he was proud and nothing God ne dradde, 

And therfore God gret wreche upon him ſent, 

And him beraft the regne that he hadde. 14220 
He was out caſt of mannes compagnie, 75 

With aſſes was his habitation, 

And ete hey as a beſt in wete and drie, 
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Til that he knew by grace and by reſon 

That God of heven hath domination ' 14225 

Over every regne and every creature, ! 

And than had God of him compaſſion, 

And him reſtored his regne and his figure. 

Eke thou that art his ſone art proud alſo, , 

And knoweſt all thiſe thinges veraily, 14230 

And art rebel to God and art his fo: 

Thou dranke eke of his veſſels boldely, 

Thy wif eke and thy wenches ſinfully 

Dranke of the ſame veſlels fondry wines, 

And heried falſe goddes curſedly, 134235 

Therfore to thee yſhapen ful gret pine is. 
This hand was ſent fro God that on the wall 

Wrote Mane techet Phares, truſteth me. | 

Thy regne is don; thou weyeſt nought ar all- 

Divided is thy regne, and it ſhal be 14240 

To Medes and to Perſes yeven, quod he. | 

And thilke ſame night this king was n 

And Darius occupied his degree, 

Though he therto had neither right ne la we. 
Lordinges, enfample hereby moun ye take 14245 

How that in lordſhip is no ſikerneſſe, | 

For whan that Fortune wol a man forſake 

She bereth away his regne and his richeſſe, 

And eke his frendes, bothe more and leſſe; 

For what man that hath frendes thurgh Fortune 

' Miſhap wol make hem enemies I geſſe. 14251 

This proverbe is ful ſoth, and ful commune. 
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-  Zenobia, of Palmerie the quene, * 
(As writen Perſiens of hire nobleſſe) 
So worthy was in armes, and ſo kene, 14255 
That no wight paſſed hire in hardineſſe, 
Ne in linage ne in other gentilleſſe. 
Of kinges blood of Perſe is ſhe deſcended; | 
I ſay not that ſhe hadde moſt faireneſſe, 
But of hire ſhape ſhe might not ben amended. 14260 
From hire childhode 1 finde that ſhe fledde 
Office of woman, and to wode ſhe went, 
And many a wilde hartes blood ſhe ſhedde 
With arwes brode that ſhe to hem ſent ; 
She was ſo ſwift that ſhe anon hem hent: 14265 
And whan that ſhe was elder ſhe wold kille 
Leons, lepards, and beres al to-rent, w_ 
And in hire armes weld hem at hire wille. 
She dorſt the wilde beſtes dennes ſeke, 
And rennen in the mountaignes all thenight, 14270 
And ſlepe under the buſh; and ſhe coude eke 
Wraſtlen by veray force and veray might 
With any yong man, were he never ſo wight; 
Ther mighte nothing in hire armes ſtonde : , 


v. 14253. Zenobia] Her ſtory is told by Boccace, De caſ. Fir. 

1. viii. c. 7, but more at large in his book De daris Mulieribus, 

from which our Author has plainly taken almoſt every circum- 

| Nance of his narration, though in ver. 14331 he ſeems to re- 

fer to Petrarch as his original. Perhaps Boccace's book had ſal- 
len into Chaucer's hands under the name of Petrarch, 


\ 
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She 5 hire maidenhode from every wight; 14275 
To no man deigned hire for to be bonde. 5 
But at the laſt hire frendes han hire maried 
To Odenat, a prince of that contre, 
Al were it ſo that ſhe hem longe taried, * NA 
And ye ſhul under ſtonden how that he 14280 
Hadde ſwiche fantaſies as hadde ſhe; | | 
But natheles whan they were knit in fere 
They lived in joye and in felicitee, : 
For eche of hem had other lefe and dere; 1 
Save o thing, that ſhe n'olde never aſſente 14285 
By no way that he ſhulde by hire lie 
But ones, for it was hire plaine entente 
To have a childe the world to multiplie; 
And al ſo ſone as that ſhe might eſpie 
That ſhe was not with childe with that dede, _— 
Than wold ſhe ſuffer him don his fantaſie 
Iftſone, and not but ones out of drede. 
And if ſhe were with child at thilke caſt 
No more ſnuld he playen thilke game | 
Till fully fourty dayes weren paſt, 14295 
Than old ſhe ones ſuffre him do the ſame. | 
Al were this Odenate wild or tame 
He gate no-more of hire, for thus ſhe ſayde, 


Þ-14295. Till fully fourty daves] There is a confuſion in this 
pallage which might have been avoided if our Author had re- 
currcd to Trebellius Poliio, Trig. Tyrann. c. xxix. de Zenobia 
** Quum ſeme} concubuillet, expectatis menſtruis, continebat 


** fe n preegnans eſſet; lin minus, iterum ann qu@rene 
« dis liberis dabat.“ 


ars Tur MONKES TALE. 


It wag to wives lecheric and ſhame | | 
In other cas.if that men with hem playde. 14300 
T wo ſones by this Odenate had the, 
The which ſhe kept in vertue and lettrure. 
But now unto our Tale turne we. 
I fay fo worthipful a creature, | 
Aud wiſe therwith, and large with meſure, 14305 
So penible in the werre, and curteis eke, 
Ne more labour might in werre endure, 

Was non, though all this world men ſhulden ſeke. 

- Hire riche array ne mighte not be told, 
As wel in veſſell as in hire clothing; -* I4310 
She was all clad in pierrie and in gold; 
And eke ſhe lefte not for non hunting 
To have of ſondry tonges ful knowing, 
Whan that ſhe leiſer had, and for to entend © 
To lernen bookes was all hire liking, 14315 
How ſhe in vertue might hire lif diſpend. 

And ſhortly of this ſtorie for to trete, 
So doughty was hire huſbond and eke ſhe 
That they conquered many, regves grete 
In the orient, with many a faire cite: 14320 
Appertenaunt unto the majeſtee 
Of Rome, and with ſtrong hand held bets ful faſt, 
Ne never might hir fomen don hem flee 
Ay while that Odenates dayes laſt. 
Hire batailles, who ſo liſt hem for to rede, 14325 
Againe _ the ä other * 
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And how that all this proceſſe fell in dede,. 
Why ſhe conquered, and what title therto, +> - 
And after of hire miſchefe and hire wo.. 
How that ſhe was beſeged and ytake, 14330 
Let him unto my maiſter Petrark go, Te 
That writeth ynough of this I undertake. 

Whan Odenate was ded ſhe mightily 
The regnes held; and with hire propre hond 
Agains hir foos ſhe fought ſo cruelly 134335 
That ther n' as king ne prince in all that lond 
That he n'as glad if he that grace fond 
That ſhe ne wolde upon his lond werreyez 
With hire they maden alliaunce by bons 
To ben in pees and let hire xjde and pleye. 14349 
The Emperour.of Rome Claudius, | 

Ne him befor the Romain Galien, 
Ne dorſte never be ſo corageous, 7 hoot 
Ne non Ermin ne non Egiptien, „hn bite 
Ne Surrien ne non Arabien,, 14345 
Within the feld ne dorſte with hire fight, 
Leſt that ſhe wold hem with hire hondes ſlen, 
Or with hire meinie putten hem to flight. 


In kinges habite wente hire ſones twvwoõʃ ß 
As heires of hir fadres regnes alle. 134330 
And Heremanno and Timola a 
Hir names were, as Per liens hem call. 


But ay Fortune hath in hire hony galle: 


This mighty quene _y no while endurei 
Fun 1s T 


w—_ 


ant TAE MONKES TALE: 

Fortune ont of hire regne made hire falle 14354 
To wretchednefſe and to miſa venture. 
Aurelian, whan that the guvernance : 
Of Rome came into his hondes twey, | 
He ſhope upon. this quene to do-vengeance, | 
And with his legions he toke hisway 14360 

Toward Zenobie ; and, ſhortly for to ſay, ; 

He made hire flee, and atte laſt hire hent, 

And fettred hire and eke hire children tway, 

And wan the lond, and home to Rome he went. 

Amonges other thinges that he wan 14367 

Hire char, that was with gold wrought and 1 

This grete Romain, this Aurelian. 

Hath with him lad for that men bald it ee. 

Beforen his triumphe walketh ſhe, 3 

With gilte chaines on hire necke hetgiel, 14370 

Crouned ſhe was, as after hire degree, 5 

And ful of pierrie charged hire clothing. 

Alas, Fortune! ſhe that whilom was 

Dredeful to kinges and to emperoures, 

Now gaureth all the peple on hire, alas! 14375 

And ſhe that helmed was in ſlarke ſtoures, ö 

And wan by ſoree tounes ſtronge and toures, 

S hal on hire hed now were a vitremite, 

And ſhe that bare the ſreptre ſub of floures 7. 

Shal bere a diſtaf, hire coft for to quite. 14380 
v. 14378. 4 vitremite] This word is differently written in 


the mfl. vitrymite, witermite, wimermite, vitryte. The editt. 
read autremite, _ is cqually unintelligible. 
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Piper 3 4 
Alchough that Nero were as vicious 
As any fend that lith ful low adoun, 8 
Yet he, as telleth us Suetonius, | 
This wide world had in ſubjectioun, : 
Both eſt and weſt; ſouth and ſeptentrioun. 14389 
Of rubies, ſaphires, and of perles white, 
Were all his clothes brouded up and doun, 
For he in gemmes gretly gan delite. 
More delicat, more pompous of array, 
More proude, was never emperour than he, 14390 
That ilke cloth that he had wered o dax 
After that time he n'olde it ne ver ſee: 
Nettes of gold threde had he gret plentee 
To fiſh in Tiber han him liſt to pla: 
His luſtes were as law in his degree, 14398 
For Fortune as his frend wold him obay, 
He Rome brente for his delicacie; 
The Senatours he-flow upon a dax | 
To heren how that men wold ee 
And flow his brotker, and by his ſuſter lay. 144co 
His moder made he in pitous array,: | 
F. 14385. ſouth and ſeptentrioun] The mT, read north but 
there can be nodoubt of the propriety of the correction, which 
was firſt made, I believe, ined. Vrr. In the Rom. de la R. from 
whence great part of this tragedy of Nero is r the 
paſſage ſtands tiivs, ver. S., 
Ce deſloyal, que jc te ay. , 
Et aorient et de midy,” © 
Doetident, 4 Jepterityion. ' 
| Tint-l la juriſdicion, | 


Th 
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For he hire wombe let ſlitten, to behold = 
Wher he conceived was, ſo wala wa! 
That he ſo litel of his moder told. {© t #f 
No tere out of his eyen for that ſight | 14405 
Ne came, but ſayd a faire woman was ſhe. 
Gret wonder is how that he coud or might 
Be domeſman of hire dede beaute. 
The wine to bringen him commanded he, 
And dranke anon; no other wo he made. 1441 
Whan might is joined unto crueltee, | 
Alas! to depe wol the venime wade. - 
In youthe a maiſter had this emperour 


To techen him lettrure and curteſie: tA. 
For of moralitee he was the flour, I4415 
As in his time, but if bookes lie; Ar 


And while this maiſter had of him maiſtrie 2 

He maked him ſo conning and ſo ſouple 

That longe time it was or tyrannie E: 

Or any vice dorſt in him uncouple.. 214420 
This Seneka, of which that I deviſe, 

Becauſe Nero had of him ſwiche drede, 

For he fro vices wold him ay chaſtiſe 

Diſcretly, as by word and not by dede; | 

Sire, he wold ſay, an emperour mote nede 14425 


F. 14408. domeſman] judge; the word in 9 Wan 
= related this ſtory, is cenſor, 1. ii. met. vi. ; 
Ora non tinxit lacrymis, ſed eſſe ö 
Cenſor extincti potuit decor 
- which our Author has thus rendered in his proſe verſion; Ne 
© no tere wette his face, but he was ſo harde herted that he 


.** might be domeſman or judge of her dedde beautee.“ 
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Be vertuous, and haten tyrannie; 
For which he made him in a bathe to blede 
On bothe his armes till he muſte die. 
This Nero had eke of a cuſtumaunce | 

In youth ageins his maiſter for to riſe, 14430 
Which afterward him thought a gret grevaunce, 
Therfore he made him dien in this wiſe. 
But natheles this 8eneka the wiſe 
Chees in a bathe to die in this manere | 
Rather than han another turmentife: 134435 
And thus hath Nero lain his maiſter dere. 

Now fell it ſo that Fortune liſt no lenger © 
The highe pride of Nero to cherice, 
For though that he were ſtrong yet was ſhe 9 
She thoughte thus; by God l am to nice | 1444 
To ſet a man that is fulfilled of vice 
In high degree, and Emperour him calle: 
By God out of his ſete I wol him trice: 
Whan he leſt weneth ſoneſt ſhal he falle. 

The peple roſe upon him on a night 1444S 
For his defaute, and han he it eſpied 
Out of his dores anon he hath him digt 
Alone, and ther he wend hag ben alli 
He khocked faft; and ay the more hecried + -  - 
The faſter ſhetten they hir dores alle; "ENS 
Tho wiſt he wel he had himſelf miſgied, 
And went his 92 760 no lenger dorſt he OY 

e en T1 by 


J 
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The peple cried and rombled up and py: 
That with his eres herd he how-they ſayde, 
Wher is this falſe tyrant, this Neroun ? $4455 
For fere almoſt out of his wit he brayde, 
And to his goddes pitoufly he preide 
For ſocour, but it mighte not betide: 
For drede of this him thoughte that he deide, / 
And ran into a gardin him to hide. 14460 
And in this gardin fond ee eke A 
That ſaten by a fire gret and red, 2 75 
And to thife cherles too he gen do preye 
To ſlen him, and to girden of his hed, met 
That to his body whan that he were ded 14465 
Were no deſpit ydon for his defame. 
Himſelf he flow, he coud no better rede, 
Of which nn ww n 
e 10 7 
That regnes mo put in ſubjectioun, 14470 
Ne ſtrenger was in feld of alle thing ä 
As in his time, ne greter of renoun, 
Ne more pompous in high preſumptioun, 
Than Holoferne, which that Fortune ay kiſt - 
So likeroully, and lad him up and doun,, | 14478 
Til that his hed was of or that he wiſt. EF 
Not only that this world had him in awe 
For leſing of richeſſe and libertee, 
But he made every man reneie his lawe. 
3 
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Nabuchodonoſor was God, ſayd he 14480 
Non other god ne ſhulde honoured be. 
Ageins his heſte ther dare no 89 2556 up. 
Save in Bethulia, a ſtrong citee, 4 
Wher Eliachim a preeſt was of that pda 

But take kepe of the deth of Holoferne: 14485 | 
Amid his hoſt he dronken lay a night | 
Within his tente, large as is a berne; | 
And yet for all his pompe and all his might 
Judith, a woman, as he lay upright -- 5 
Sleping, his hed of ſmote, and fro his tente: 1449 
Ful prively ſhe ſtale from every wight, 
And with his hed unto hire toun ſhe wente. 

Atiochus. 

What nedeth it of King Antiochus 
To tell his high and real majeſtee, | 64 
His gret pride, and his werkes venimoos? 14495 
For ſwiche another was ther non as he: ; 
Redeth what that he was in Machabe, - - 
And redeth the proud wordes that he ſeid, 
And why he fell from his proſperitee, ba 
And in an hill how wtetchedly he deid. - Z45cO 

v. 14484 Ther Kliac him] 1 cannot find any prieſt of this 

name in the book of yudith. The High Prieft of Jerufalem is 


called acim in c. iv, which name would ſuit the verſe better 
than Eliachim, 


v. 14493. Antiochus] This tragedy it is a 1 paraphraſs 
of ſecond Maccabees, chap. ix. ; 
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— him ——— 

That veraily he wend he might attaine- 

— Unto the ſterres upon every ſide, 

And in a balaunce weyen eche ee t 
And all the floodes of the ſee reſtreine: | 145c5 
And Goddes peple had he moſt in hate, | 
Hem wold he fleen in turment and in peine, 
Wening that God ne might his pride abate. 

And for that Nichanor and Timoth een 
With Jewes were venquiſhed mightily, 14310 
Unto the Jewes ſwiche an hate had he fe 
That he bad greithe his char ful haſtily, 

And ſwore and ſayde ful deſpitouſſy 
Unto Jeruſalem he wold eſtſone, 

To wreke his ire on it ful cruelly;  - 14515 
But of his purpos was he let ful fone, - ' — 
Gad for his manace him fo ſore ſmote 
With inviſible wound, ay incurable, ' 

That in his guttes carſe it ſo and bote 
Thatte his peines weren importabl,m 14520 
And certainly the wreche was reſonable, 
For many a mannes guttes did he peine; 

But from his purpos curſed and damnable, 

For all his ſmerte, he n'olde him not reſtreine; a 
But bade anon apparailen his hoſt. '* | 14525 
And ſodenly, or he was of it ware, - 
God 8 en his boſt; 
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For he ſo ſore fell out of his harre 
That it his limmes and his ſkinne roars, vt F. © 
So that he neither mighte go ne ride, - 24530 
Win ü mee 2 
Alle forbruſed bothe bak and ſide. A 15 a 
The wreche of God him ſmote ſo . 
That thurgh his body wicked wormes ae 11 
And therwithal he ſtanke ſo horribly 14535 
That non of all his meinie that him kept, + 2 9 
Whether ſo that he woke or elles ſlept . 
Ne mighte not of him the ſtinke endure. 2 
In this miſchiefe he wailed and eke wepft, 
And knew God lord of every creature. 14540 
To all his hoſt and to himſelf alſo 15340 
Ful wlatſom was the ſtinke of his careine; - Fg 
No man ne mighte him beren to ne fro; 
And in this ſtinke and this horrible peine £7 
He ſtarf ful wretchedly in a mountaine: - - 24545 
Thus hath this robbour and this homicide, -. 
That many a man made to wepe and plains}; 
| Swiche guerdon as belongeth unto n 
The ſtorie of Alexandre is fo commune "3 
That every wight that hath diſcretioun  _ 14550 
Hath herd ſomwhat or all of his fortune 
This wide world, as in concluſiounn, 
He wan by ſtrength, or for his high renoun 
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They weren glad for pees unto him ſende. 
The pride of man and boſt he layd adoun, 14555 
Wher ſo he came, unto the worldes ende. 
Compariſon might never yet be b 
Betwix him and another conquerour, K 
For al this world for drede of him eee | 
He was of knighthode and of fredome flour; 14560 
Fortune him maked the heir of hire honour, 
Save wine and women nothing might aſwage * 
His high entente in armes and labour, ' 
So was he ful of leonin corage. 
What pris were it tohim though tyoutol 100 65 
Of Darius, and an hundred thouſand mo 
Of kinges, princes, dukes, erles bold, 04 
Which he conquered, and brought hem de af | 
I ſay as fer as man may ride or go | 
The world was his; what ſhuld I more deviſe? 14579 
For though vis ner ripen ep ey WRIT 
Of his knighthode it mighte not ſuffice. 
Twelf yere he regned, as faith Machabe : 
Philippus ſone-of Macedoine he was, 
That firſt was king in Greece the contree. 14575 
O worthy gentil/Alexandre! alas 4 
That ever ſhuld thee fallen ſwiche a cas! 8 | 
Enpoiſoned of thyn owen folke thou were; 
Thy ſis Fortune hath turned into an as, 
And yet for thee ne wept ſhe never a tere. 14580 
Who ſhal me yeven teres to complaine 
The deth of gentilleſſe and of ſraunchiſe, 


> ("bs - 6. oo as 
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That all this world welded in his demaine, ee 
And yet him thought it mighte not ſuſſi © 
So ful was his corage of high W 134385 
Alas! who ſhal me helpen to enditete 
Falſe Fortune, and poiſon to deſpiſe I 
The whiche two of all this wo I wite, 

1. Fee io 144 295 1 

By wiſdome, manhode, and by-gret "oO F; 

From humblehede to real majeſtee my 


Up roſe he Julius the conquerour, 
That wan all the occident by lond and ſee. 


By ſtrengthe of hond or elles by trete, 
And unto Rome made hem tributarie, N 
And ſith of Rome the Emperour inks | 14595 : 
Til that Fortune wexe his adverfarie. | 
O mighty Ceſar! that in Theſſalie 

Ageins Pompeius, father thin in lawe, 

That of the orient had all the chi valrie | 
As fer as that the day beginneth dawe, 1460 
Thou thurgh thy knighthode haſt 8 ure . 
Save few folk that with Pompeius fledde, 
Thurgh which thou put all the orient in awe, ' 
Thanke Fortune that ſo wel thee ſpedde. 


But now a litel while I wol bewaile 1460 
This Pompeius, this noble governourt:t 


Of Rome, which that fled at this ba taille. 
I ſay on of his men, a ſalſe traitour, 1H 1) 
His hed of ſmote, to winnen him favour | 
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Of Julius, and him the hed he broughe: 14610 


Alas, Pompeie! of the orient conquerour, 
That Fortune unto ſwiche a fin thee brought. 


To Rome again repaireth Julius 


With his triumphe laureat ful hie, 


But on a time Brutus and Caſſius 134615 


That ever had of his high eſtat en vie, 


Ful prively had made conſpiracie 

Ageins this Julius in ſotil wife, 

And call the place in which he hulde e | 

With bodekins, as I ſhal you deviſe. 1462 
This Julius to the Capitolie wente 


Upon a day, as he was wont to gon, 


And in the Capitolic anon him hente 

This falſe Brutus and his other ſoun, 2 3 
And ſtiked him:with-bodekins anon 134625 
With many a wound, and thus they let him lie: 
But never gront he at no ſtroke but on, 

Or elles at two, but if his ſtorie lie. 

So manly was this Julius of herte, 1 
And ſo wel loved eſtatly honeſtee, 14630 
That though his dedly woundes ford ſmerte 
His mantel over his hippes caſte he, 

For no man ſhulde ſeen his n, . 
And as he lay of dying in a trance, - | 


And wiſte veraily that ded was he, 14635 


Of honeſtee yet had he remembrance. | 
Lucan, to thee this ſtorie | recommende, 
And to Sueton and Valerie alſo, 
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"That of this ſtorie writen word and ende, 
How that to thiſe gret conqueroures two | 14640 
Fortune was firſt a frend and ſith a fo. 
No man ne truſt upon hire favour lang, 
But have hire in await for evermo, 
. canqueroures dong. 
Creſas. 

The ache Cree wehilom: King of Lide, 1640 
Of whiche Creſus Cirus ſore him dradde, 
Yet was he caught emiddes all his pride, 
And to be brent men to the fire him ladde, 
But ſwiche a rain doun from the welken ſhadde 
That flow the fire, and made to him ge 14650- 
But to beware no grace yet he hadde ; 2 
Til Fortune on the galwes made him gape. 

Wuhan he eſcaped was he ean not ſtint 
For to beginne a newe werre again: 


v. 14639. word and ende] Dr. Hickes, in his Gr. A. S. p. 205 
has propoſed to read ord and end, both here and in Tro. b. v. 
ver. 1668. He has ſhewn very clearly that ord and end was a 
common Saxon expreſſion for the whole of a thing, the de · 
ginning and end of it: but all the mff. that I have examined 
read word, and therefore I have left it in the text, as poſſibly 
— Saxon phraſe in Chaucer's time might have been cor · 
_ 

v. 14645. Crefx] in the opening of this tory our Author has 
plainly copied the following paſſage of his own verſion of Boe- 
thius, d. ii. pro. 2. ; ** Wiſte thou not how Creſus King of Ly- 
« ciens; of whiche King Cyrus was ful fore agafte a litel de- 
fore; We: : but the greateſt part SOT IE CINES-UE 
la R. ver. 6847 —691% © 
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He wened wel for that Fortune ln 44665 
Swiche hap that he eſcaped thurgh the 1 
That of his foos he mighte not be ſlain ; 
And eke a ſweven upon a night de | 
Of which he was ſo proud and eke ſo fain 
That in vengeance he all his herte ſette. 14660 
Upon a tree he was, as that him thought, 
Ther Jupiter him wesſhe both bak and fide, 
And Phebus eke a faire towail him brought 
To drie him with, and therfore wex his pride. 
And to his doughter that ſtood him beſide, 74665 
Which that he knew in high ſince habound, 
He had hire tell him what it ſignified, - 
And ſhe his dreme began right thus nd | 
The tree (quod ſhe) the galwes is to mene, 
And Jupiter betokeneth ſnow and rain, 74670 
And Phebus with his towail clere and clene, 
Tho ben the ſonnes ſtremes, ſoth to ſain : 
Thou ſhalt anhanged be, fader, certain; 
Rain ſhal thee waſh, and ſonne ſhal thee drie. 
Thus warned him ful plat. and eke ful plain 14675 
* doughter, which that called was Phanie. 5 


Anhanged was Creſus the proude king; 
His real trone might him not availle: N ; 
Tragedie is non other maner thing, 

v. 14679. Tragedie is) This reflection ſeems to have been 


ſuggeſted by one which follows ſoon after the mention of Crœ - 
ſus in the paſſage juft cited from Boethius; What other thing 
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Ne can in ſinging erien ne bewaile, 134680 


But for that Fortune all day wol aſſaille 
With un ware ſtroke the regnes that ben proude; 
For whan men truſten hire than wol ſhe faille, 
And cover hire bright face with a cloude. | 
Peter Spaine. 

0 noble, o worthy, Petro, glorie of Spaine! ra68g 
Whom Fortune held ſo high in majeſtee, - 
Wel oughten men thy pitous deth n : 
Out of thy lond thy brother made thee flee, 
And after at a ſege by ſotiltee | 5 
Thou were betraied and lad unto his tent, 14690 


% bewaylen the cryinges of tragedyet but onely the dedes of 
« Fortune, that with an auke warde ſtroke overtourneth the 
realmes of grete nobleye ?” 
F. 14685. Petro of Spaine] This tragedie and the three fol» 
lowing, in ſeveral mſſ. are inſerted before, after ver. 14390, ſo 
that The Monkes Tale ends with ver. 14684. | 
And cover hire bright face with a cloude. 
In favour of this arrangement it may be obſerved, that when 
the Monk is interrupted the Hofte alludes to this line as freſh 
in his memory, ver. 14788. ; 
nc ſpake bow Fortune covered with a cloude 
; 1 wote not what, and als of a tragedie 
Right now ye herd 
-where tragedie may be ſuppoſed to allude to ver. 7067 — On 
the other hand, though the Monk proſeſſedly diſregards chro- 
nological order, theſe very modern ſtories in the midf of the 
ancient make anaukward appearance; and as the Hofte declares 
Himſelf to have been half aſleep he may very well be ſuppoſed 
to ſpeak from a cunfuſed recollection of what had been ſaid 
eighty- eight verſes before ; and what he ſays of tragedie may 
be reſerred to ver. 14768.—1 have followed the order obſers 
ved in the beſt mil. C. 1. 4 fl. 1, 2, HA. 
Ui 


1 
| 
4 
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Wher as he with his own hond flow thes, u RS 
Succeding in thy regne and in thy rent. 
The feld of ſnow, with th —— 
Caught with the limerod, coloured as the glede, 
He brewed this curſedneſſe and all e 
The wicked neſte was werker of this dede, 
Not Charles Oliver, that toke ay hede 
Of trouthe and honour, but of Armorike . { 
Genilon Oliver, corrupt for med ; 
Broughte this worthy king in ſwiche a brikr. T4700 
v. 14697. Not Charles Oliver] Not the Oliver of Charles, 
[Charlemagne] but an Oliver of Armorica, a ſecond Genelon 
or Ganelon. See ver. 13124, 15233. So this paſſage is to be un- 


derftood, which in ed. Urr. has been changed to Not Charles 
ne Oliver. But who tius Oliver of Bretagne was whom out 


Author charges as werker of the death of King Petro is not ſo 


clear. According to Mariana, I. xvii. c. i 3, fuch 4 charge might 
moſt properly be broupht againſt Bertrand du Gueſclin, a Bre- 
ton, afterwards Conſtable of France, as it was in conſequence 
of a private treaty with him that Petrocame to his tent, where 
he was killed by his brother Henry, and partly (as ſome ſaid) 
con ayuda de Beltran. But how he ſhould come to be called 
Oliver I cannot gueſs, unleſs perhaps Chaucer confounded him 
with Olivier de Cliffon, another famous Breton of thoſe times, 
who wasalſoCqnftable of France after Bertrand. [Froiſſart men- 
tions an Olivier de Manny, nephew to Bertrand du Gueſclin, 
as receiving large rewards from King Henry, vol. i; ch. 245. ; 
but he does not repreſent him as particularly concerned in the 
death of Petro. ] · The perſon meant, whoever he was, muſt 
have been ſufficiently pointed out at the time by his coat of 
arms, which is deſcribed in ver. 14693, 4. Th egle of blak in 
feld of ſnow:is plain 1 reſt oi e 
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Petro King of Cypre. 8 
e Petro! King of Cypre alſo, eur 
That Alexandrie wan by high maiſtrie, | 
Ful many an Hethen wroughteſt thou ful wo, 
Of which thin owen lieges had envie, 
And for nothing but for thy chivalrie 14703 
They in thy bed han ſlain thee by the morwe. 
Thus can Fortune hire whele governie and gie, 
And out an men nts ſorwe. 
of Milane grete pot be Viſcounts: 


God of delit, and ſcourge of Lumbardie, 14710 


Why ſhuld I not thin infortune account, 
Sith in eſtat thou clomben were ſo high? 
Thy brothers ſone, that was thy double allie, 


v. 14701. Petro King of Cypre} Concerning the taking of 
Alexandria by this prince, and his other exploits, ſee the note 
on ver. 51, and the authors there cited. He was allaſſinated i in 
1369, Acad. des Inſ. t. xx. p. 439. 

7 -14709. Barnabo Viſcount) Bernaboviſconti, Duke of Milah, 
was depoſed by his nephew, and thrown into priſon, here he 
died in 1385,——1 did not attend to this circumſtance when 
I ſtated the inſurrection of Sttawe in 1381 2s the lateſt hiſto- 
rical fact mentioned in theſe Tales, Diſcourſe; c. n. 6. The 
death of Bernabo was certainly later. Fortunately however this 


_ difference of four years has no other conſequence than that it 


makes the ſuppoſed date of the pilgrimage in 1 383, which was 
before very doubtful, ſtill more improbable. The Knight might 
as probably be upon a pilgrimage in 1387 as in 1383, accords 
o We otbow 0 Gaouney a Lang tee 
ver. 43. , 

'Vi bij 
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For he thy nevew'was and ſone in lawe, 


Within bis priſon made he thee to die, — 


eee eee eee ee 
Fele Pe. 
Of the rd Hagelin of Pſe the hagoue 
pag Jags wv. cooperate 
But litel out of Piſe ſtant a tour, 
In whiche tour in priſon 079g 199% 
And with dees be kietietekibreleatuedy 1 
The eldeſt ſcarſely five yere was of age: 
Alas! Fortune, it was gret cruelree © 
Swiche briddesfor to put in ſwiche a cage. | 
Dampned was he to die in that priſon, 4p 
For Roger which that Biſhop was of Piſe 
Had on him made a falſe ſuggeſtion, , 2 
Thurgh which the peple gan upon him riſe, - 5 
And put him in priſon in ſwiche a wiſe | 
As ye han herd; and mete and drinke he had 147 30 
So ſmale, that wel unnethe it may ſufhife, 
And therwithal it was ful poure and bad. 
And on a day befell that in that houre 
Whan that his mete wont was to be brought 
The gailer ſhette the dores of the toure ; 184735 


He hered it wel, but he ſpake right nought: 
And in his herte anon ther fell a thoughe , 


T. 14717. Hugelin of Piſe) Chaucer himſelf has referred os 
OE Cr RE TOs, 


1 
{ 
| 


Bu MONKEES'TALE =» vw - 
That they for hunger wolden do him diem: 
Alas ! quod he, alas that I was wroughe! 
Ther with the teres fellen fro his yen. 04740 
His yonge ſone, that three yere elne Th 
Unto him ſaid, Fader; why do ye wN] pe? 
Whaa will the gailer bringen our potage ? 
Is ther no morſel bred that ye do keeps? 1 | 
I am ſo hungry that l may not ſlepe. 1474 
Now wolde God that I might ſlepen ever, 
Than ſhuld not hunger in my wombe crepe 3 > 40 
Ther n'is no thing fauf bred that me were lever. 
Thus day by day this childe began to crie, 
Til in his fadres barme adoun it lay, 147350 
And ſaide, Farewel, fader, I mote die; 
And kiſt his fader, and dide the ſame day. 
And whan the woful fader did it ſey 
For wo his armes two he gan to bite, 
And ſaide, Alas! Fortune, and wala wa! 14755 
Thy falſe whele my wo all may I wite. 
His children wenden that for hunger it was 
That he his armes gnowe, and not for wa, 
And ſayden, Fader, do not ſo, alas! | 
But rather ete the fleſh upon us two: 14760 
Our fleſh thou yaf us, take our fleſh us fro, 
Andete ynough. Right thus they to him ſeide, 
And after that, within a day or two, ; 
They lie ben in hi lppe adoun and dete. 


* 


Himſelf diſpeired che for hunger ſtarl. 13767 
Thus ended is this mighty Erl of Piſqeeme 

From high eſtat Fortune away him carſ. i RE 
Of chia tragedie it ought ynough ſuffice ; 5 
Who ſo wol here it in a longer wiſe 25 

Redeth the grete poete of Itaille 14770 

That highte Dante, for he can it deviſe 

Fro point to point; not o word wol be faille. 14772 


v. 14765, 6. j Theſe two verſes in the editt. have beentranf- 
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